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American Foul Brood.
American foul brood (often called 

simply "foul brood") is distributed 
through all parts of the United States, 
and from the symptoms published In 
European journals and texts one is 
led to believe that It is also the preva­
lent brood disease In Europe. Al­
though it Is found In almost all sec­
tions of the United States, there are 
many localities entirely free from dis­
ease of any kind.

The adult bees of an infected colony 
.are usually rather Inactive and do lit­
tle toward cleaning out Infected ma­
terial. When the larvae are first af­
fected they turn to a light chocolate 
color, and in the advanced stages of 
decay they become darker, resembling 
roasted coffee in color. Usually the 
larvae are attacked at about the time 
of capping, and most of the cells con­
taining Infected larvae are capped. As 
decay proceeds these cappings become 
sunken and perforated, and, as the 
healthy brood emerges, the comb shows 
the scattered cells containing larvae 
which have died of disease, still cap­
ped. The most noticeable character­
istic of this Infection is the fact that 
when a small stick Is inserted In a larva 
which has died of the disease, and 
slowly removed, the broken-down tis­
sues adhere to It and will often stretch 
out for several Inches before breaking. 
When the larva dries It forms a tightly 
adhering scale of very dark brown 
color, which can best be observed when 
the comb Is held so that a bright light 
strikes the lower side wall. Decaying


