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now, as he has become an honest man, it is securing for him
considerable wealth.

^

His familiarity with White resulted in his inventing—more
as a curious experiment than anything else—a hollow rubber
apparatus, which, when completed, had the eJtact appearance o(
a very large decoy duck. This was also provided with rub-
ber tubes for breathing through; and one morning, when a
party ot convicts were working along the docks by the side of
the river. White, whohad secreted the contrivance in his cloth-
ing, at an opportune moment adjusted it, and, slipping into the
water, calmly floated down the Hudsdn, passing within twenty
feet of the guards, thus making his escape

His recapture Would have been certain, but Colonel Whitley
then Chief of the Secret Service, made such strong representa-
tions to the Government authorities that his use by the Gov-
ernment in ferreting out sever.^i important counterfeiting cases
would be valuable, that he eventually secured for him from the
Governor of New York a free pardon. The value of his sub-
sequent services may be inferred when it is stated that Colonel
Whitley used him as one of the chief actors in the infamous
shana robbery of the safe of the district attorney's office in
Washington, when it was sought to ruin the Hon. Columbus
Alexander, who was nobly fighting the Washington ring and its
corruptions.
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CHAPTER V.

SHERIDAN, THE FORGER.

J

HERE was born, near Sandusky, Ohio, in the year 1838,
an adventurous lad named Walter Eastman Sheridan.
His people were plain but intelligent farmers, and, while

not possessed of an over-snpply of means, had considerable
pride in the boy, gave him a liberal education, and destined
him as fond parents usually do, for some very bright career
in life.

°

He remained at home until about fourteen years of age, when
Its restraints became too irksome, and full of an adventuroui
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