
8 HEREDITY IN RELATION TO EDUCATION.

Galton Ribot, and others have given us the most convincincproofs that heredity is stronger than its antagonist, variation, or thanIts modiher, environment.
In accounting for variations, for no two beings are quite alikewe must admit great ignorance

; however it is impossible to ignoreor disbelieve in the effect of the environment.
^

We know that unless there be some favorable features in theenvironment the best nature can never develop.

„Ki '^l'^ r"^ ^^^^ ^';®^'^^'" "^^ ''^^°'"« referred to might possibly beable to show us an an.ma that through accident, inadequate feedincror other unfavorable condition in the environment, had never prov °dworthy of Its parentage
; and the observer will meet many cases like
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Galton, after most exhaustive and careful examination of large
classes of men, as statesmen, judges, commanders, divines, authorsarfsts and others, shows that of all those that attained gre^t dist.nc
tion, a fair proportion left posterity worthy of them. He concludes
also that if a man be possessed of really high-class native ability hewill rise m spite of the environment, or as Shakespeare has it, "Somemen are born great."

'

But what of the mediocre ? Do the same laws as to heredity andenvironment apply? The best way in my opinion to become convinced on this point is to make an honest and careful study of one's
selt. It sometimes takes years to realize the extent to which werepresent—often in an occult manner-our ancestors; and we mustremember that law which Darwin has emphasized, that traite ofancestors tend to appear at the same period of life in the offspringas in the parents. It is further to be remembered that by a study ofparents alone we cannot get nearly so good an idea of the hereditiesof any individual as if more distant ancestors and . collateral lines
(uncles, cousins) be taken into account.

Indeed the believer in man's evolution from lower forms of lifetakes a much wider view of the whole subject.
It must be plain that each individual in some measure is the

resultant of all those forces represented in ancestors—forces whichhave been modified in innumerable ways by ancestors, a considerationwhich greatly complicates the study of heredity. But if any one
principle has been established, it is that heredity is stronger than
environment. However, we must point out that the weaker theheredity the stronger the environment. Education in the Droner
sense can do more relatively for a mediocre or weak nature than for
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---.-I— .- I !-.«,! g^r.!Uo or a eiiiuiuai will be such resard-
less of education. So that the practical issue for educators narrowsdown very much to the question of heredity and environment for themediocre or sub-mediocre. It is with the latter classes that the


