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aiul Saviour to his Apostles. Thev are commanded to
" tench ;" i.e., (as in the mai'gin,) to " disciple or christianize"
" al! na^ons, baptizing them," &c.
My present remarks will apply exclusively to the latter

part of the tdxt, viz. : the command to baptize.

I shall not stay to prove that Baptiam s a divine institu-
tion, a standing ordinance of the Church of Christ; as it is

not likely that any of my iieaiers doubt this fact!

It -was doubtless intended as a symb<jl of internal or spi-
ritual purification, water being commonly employed to
cleanse the human body from defilement, and its applica-
tion to the person in the name of the Triune Jehovah, being
what is involved in the command to baptize. It therefore
solemnly exhibits the ipleansing of the soul from g«ilt, by the
blood of Christ, and its renovatien and san<!tification by the
Holy Spiiit.

Yet Baptism neither communicates, insures, nor proves
regeneration. It is not of saving eflScaey. "It is an out-
ward and visible siffn^' of something inwardi

Christians are divided in opinion with respect to the sm6-
jects to whom this ordinance is to be administered. They
are thoroughly agreed with regard to grown-up persons not
baptized in infancy, that when they profess to believe in the

Saviour, and seek a place in his church, they should be
baptized. In their caee the command is explicit, the duty
clear.
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But whether the offspring of believing parents are scrip-

tu-ally entitled to Baptism, is a much disputed question.

—

Those who maintain that the children of professing Chris-

tians are proper subjects of the ordinance, are called Psedo-

baptists ;• while those Avho deny this position, and practise

only adult or believer's baptism, call themselves, and are

usually styled by others, " Baptists.'' Tlie assumption of

this name is intended to indicate that those alone who hold

it baptize, or have been baptized, in a Scriptural manner.

—

Against this we decidedly protest. While admitting freely

the learning, talent, piety, and usefulness of many who ario-

gate this exclusive title; and while granting thera freely the
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From two Greek words signifying ' infanl' or ' eliild,' and ' bapliiin.'
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