
In estimating the probable iinmediafc trafBt- to bo secured by the P. k
U. H. Ry. and the growth of the tratHc aiterwards. it is advisiible to call atten-
tion to a very reinarkable cnditidn. and tliat is that this, the most inaccessible
grain growing district in America becomes, by the construction of tiie Panama
Canal and this railway, the must fa/onred region for cheap sliipnient to

Knri)l)e.

The grain grower in Peace River will ha^c only 700 miles rail to tide-

water, and the balance all by sea. with only the transfer at Bella Coola.
Comi)ared with a longer rail haul to F... William and Duluth and transfers
at three points by the Great Lakes route.

The rate therefore for irrain fn.m Peace River will probal)ly be lower to
I-iveri...o| than from Manitoba, with pr..iM,itionate d.'.-rease of rates from
Saskatchewan.

Tlie effect of these conditions on thi' settlement of the country, combined
with the fact that the Peace River and the Northern Interior of British
rolmnbia is the last large field for emigrntion in America, will likely cause all

records in rapid «-ttlenient to bo siirpa-<sed.

ESTIMATE OF PROBABLE ThWJFfC /.V FIRST YEAR AFTER
COMPLKTIOS.

Gross Earnings
Grain from Peace River )

Edmonton
| 5000 cars (probably more) $ 650,000

Timber, etc., from Coast (Eastbound) 6000 cars 300,000
Settlers & Effects, 10,000 at .*100 each 1,000,000
Miscellaneous products from Nechacco Valley ir)0 000
Miscellaneous, Fish, Coal, Minerals 50 000

'^"^''^^
$2,150,000

which equals $2,687.00 per mile.

The item from grain is i)ut at a very low figure for first year, with intention
of allowing for delays in arranging divertion of trade to a new route. In two
or three years this traffic should increase several times in volume, and in ten
years after completion of the railway will in all probability, with the increase
of other traffic bring gross earnings to not less thrn $10,000 per mile.

The above estimate of gross earnings per mile in first year after completion
is believed to be very conservative, and will probably reach not less than $3,000
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