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tive and of no account in "practical politics." They are in

danger of effacing themselves.

It is surely not uncharitable to say that if Germany had
really wanted war, she could hardly have taken a better

method of achieving her purpose. Her previous record is not

such as to inspire confidence. It is unnecessary to refer to

her dealings with Denmark in 1864, with Austria in 1866, or

with France in 1870. There is little credit in having kept the

peace for forty years if it can be shown that you have gener-

ally got what you wanted by merely rattling your sabre.

Germany was saved from the crime of a second attack on
FVance in 1875. Coming nearer our own times, it is now an
established fact of history that she would have profited by
CUT difficulties to intervene in the South African War if it

had not been for the British navy. In 1905 she imposed her

will on France, and brought about the resignation of Monsieur
D Icass^, just before the Algeciras Conference. In 1908 the

Emperor took his stand "in shining armour" beside his

Austrian ally, whom he abetted in the annexation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. And in 1911 came the incident of the

Panther and Agadir, in connexion with which we were
told by Monsieur Barthou in Montreal that if France had
been saved from invasion she "owed it solely to the steadfast

loyalty of her English allies." To-day Germany is giving

proof of the thoroughgoing character of her preparations for

war. Nothing need be said of her navy-building, in regard

to which the Emperor indited, early in 1908, a long letter to

the First Lord of the Admiralty which was obviously designed

to lull him into a false sense of security. The German navy
was being built purely for defensive purposes, and England
was making herself ridiculous, in the Kaiser's opinion, by
taking any account of it! For these defensive purposes an
increased expenditure of one million sterling per annum was
authorized in 1912 for a period of six years. How fortunate

it is for us that when war broke out the British navy was
found ready to concentrate in the North Sea, which we shall

no longer call by its alternative name the "German Ocean!"


