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to aid Britain in her resistance, and in her determination 
to destroy the enemies of freedom.

The practical expression of that new hope was a 
steadily increasing supply of planes and guns and munitions 
and other essentials of war from the factories of the 
United States to the battlefield of Britain and the 
training fields of Canada. As each week passed British 
determination evoked increased admiration. As admiration 
increased, support also increased.

The second line of defence.

The overwhelming majority of the people of the 
United States came to see in Britain an outwork of their 
own defence. They saw the need of giving all possible 
assistance to Britain. But they saw, too, the need for 
strengthening their second line of defence. If the coasts 
of America were to be immune from attack, naval and air 
bases were needed on the islands of the Atlantic. Joint 
action between the United States and Canada was recognized 
also as necessary to their common security. From the point 
of view of Canada and the whole British Commonwealth, what 
followed constitutes the most significant development in 
international affairs in the three months since our


