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Winter Murder Case

8y S. S. VAN DINE

Pit your wits against the greatest
mystery writer, in this third instal-
ment of his last baffling murder
case
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Synopsis of Previous Instalments

Philo Vance is asked by District Attorney Markham of
New York to go for a brief vaeation to Rexon Manor, the
nagnificent estate of Carrington Rexon in the Berkshires
‘ Rexon knows Vance and is anxious to have him as a guest
hecause the house is to be filled with guests to welcome his
son. Richard Rexon, .just returned from Europe, where he
has been studying medicine, and the millionaire is worrying
about the safety of his famous collection of emeralds. The l
morning following Vance's arrival, the body of Lief Wallen, ‘
guard of the gem room, is found at the foot of a cliff by
Eric Gunthar, overscer on fhe estate and father of Ella
Gunthar.a clever skater, and companion of Joan Rexon, an
invalid from a fall while skating. Vance finds blood at the
top of the cliff and says that Wallen did not fall by ‘accident
Gunthar points out that Old Jed, @ hermits knew just where
the body was Vance learns that Wallen had wanted to
marry Ella

THIRD INSTALMENT
THE INQUEST

" FridaysJanuary 17, evening
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HE coroner's inquest ine

creased the tension of the

situation. Ella Gunthar had
spoken urgently to Vance as soon
as she arrived at the Manor that
morning. Shé& was fully cogniz-
ant of the time and place of the
inquest and determined to be
there. Vance sought to dissuade
her, but finally abandoned the
effort ;He realized there was

’
’

mood and smoked a Regie in to see‘that she and Dick are at-
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At the bend In the roadway was the sound of approaching She. laughed ‘without mirth
where it joined the main high- footsteps behind us, and Vance Dick didn't speak to her all day ;
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his horn. The sound found a pro- smith “And it dnesn'{ take both my

longed echo in the archaic mid-
day siren reverberating over the
‘estate and_weirdly following us
like a medBanical nemesis as we

“Brooding over your sins, sir
knight?” the girl asked as she
came up. “It really doesn’t help
I've tried it I sought,you out

eyes”’—Vance did not shift his
gaze—"to see that you will never
pine away if Richard is diverted.”

She pondered that a moment

drove on. The heulerpnl urfgred N to ask a most important question .

assurances to Vance's unvoiced —tu-whit, tu-who: Do you skate “Dick’s a nice boy It's Papa
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wait for us. vhrand sl By e - . query’s flatterin’. I'm duly grate- Is it nice to be bitter?” Vance
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hall at-Winewood was well filled
with townspeople and workers

I looked at Ella Gunthar. Her

lighted one himself
Now give us face was white. her lips trembled.
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