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Naive or nasty? Controversial Eric Lindros

BY SUZY KOVINSKY

It is painful to imagine the day
when children playing shinny on
frozen ponds will speak of how
many dollars they will make when
they get to the Big Leagues, rather
than how many points they will
score or how many Stanley Cups
they will drink out of, This fear, or
wrenching anticipation, possibly
explains the negative public reac-
tion to the attitude of rising
hockey star Eric Lindros.

EDITORIAL

It is not Lindros’ decision to go
for the big bucks which is irritating
fans from coast to coast. Canadians
have all chosen to live in a demo-
cratic, capitalist society which, for
better or for worse, encourages up-
ward mobility. The players atti-
tude is what has sparked this con-
troversy.

Supposedly, every junior player

dreams of being chosen in the Na-
I’s like the Academy Awards of
hockey: you don't care if you win
the big prize, you should be just as
happy as hell that you were nomi-
nated!

Lindros was more then nomi-
nated. He was chosen first over all
and at a time when most young
men would have had tears in their
eyes, all the optometrists could see
in Eric's eyes was dollar signs.

The phrase “franchise player,” is
brought up frequently by defenders
of Lindros's salary demands. Since
when does bankrupting the fran-
chise count toward your team con-
tribution? If Lindros is truly inter-
ested in becoming an impact
player he should learn afew lessons
from the almost legendary Mario
Lemieux.

When Lemieux was drafted by
Pittsburgh in 1984 he did not have
nearly as much talent to work with
and learn from than Lindros would
have in Quebec with a Joe Sakic or
a Martt Sundin. Lemieux spent
seven literally back breaking years
building up his own skills and driv-
ing the Penguins toward a Stanley

Cup Championship. Lindros
should look up Lemieux as a defini-
tion of most valuable player before
he designates himself as one.

Lindros’ agent claims that To-
ronto is the only Canadian city in
which Lindros could gain the fame
needed to receive the corporate
sponsorship ($$) that he feels he
deserves. Yet, by some freak of na-
ture, eleven years ago a teenager in
Edmonton, Alberta became the
best know Canadian in the coun-
try’s history. School children who
cannot identify the Prime Minis-
ter all know that the numbers “99”
stand for the “Great One.” It was
talent and sheer perseverance
which got Gretzky where he is to-
day. Yes, he has made more money
with L.A. then in all his years with
the Oilers, but Edmonton is where
he became a superstar. No one,
especially Gretzky himself, denies
that building the Oiler’s dynasty
got him where he is today.

It is possible that athletes
should be judged only by their per-
formances while playing the game
and not by their mothers or their

snotty attitudes. Lindros has
played well so far in the 1991
Canada Cup Tournament yet he
has never skated in a professional
hockey game.

There are players with superior
hockey skills who do not have
what it takes to be true NHL cham-
pions or to carry their teams to the
heighest levels..

However, one should not criti-
cize Lindros for his businesslike
attitude. If the players are treated
like commodities by the owners,
then an individual who, for what-
ever reason, is worth a lot of money
has the right to respond with his
own demands.

Yet one must not forget that
Eric Lindros grew up in the Cana-
dian Junior Hockey system, reap-
ing all of its benefits and thereby
becoming a marketable force in
professional hockey. It is doubtful
he would be in the same profitable
position had he been playing for
the UCLA Bruins.

Yet Lindros does not
Canadian hockey anything just
because he played here but it

owe

should disturb him that its future is
in jeopardy if many young, tal-
ented players ask for more money
than any small franchise can af-
ford. This so called “Americaniza-
tion” of the NHL is extremely
frightening to Canadians who
have perceived their uniqueness
being traded or sold withour their
consent.

Hockey is the one tradition that
ties French and English Canada
rogether. It’s sad to see the whole
phenomenon in jeopardy just be-
cause of one player and a lot of
media hype.

Personally, the passionate
hockey fan inside of me would like
to see Lindros become an extraor-
dinary hockey player with his
name on many Stanley Cups re-
gardless of where he plays. But |
must admit that a small, patriotic
and sentimental part of me would
find justice served if after a failed
stint with Cleveland in the Conti-
nental Hockey League, Eric
Lindros ends up in a Herb Tarlek
suit with a bad back selling used
cars and dreaming of the salad days

in Oshawa.
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ments makes scientific functions easy to
use during tests or on the job because
we've separated function keys from
number keys by using color-coding.

These colorful keys provide very use-
ful math, science and engineering func-
tions. The T1-34 can operate in three
basic number systems; hexadecimal, oc-
tal and binary. One-variable statistics,
fractions, logarithms, reciprocals and doz-
ens of other scientific functions are no
problem either.

Let our easy-to-use keyboard help you
stay in touch with math and science.
Choose the convenient color-coded TI-
34 calculator from Texas Instruments.

254 powerful built-in functions, the TI-
68 advanced scientific calculator from
Texas Instruments helps you solve even
the most challenging math, science and
engineering problems fast and casily.

For instance, the TI-68 solves up to
five simultaneous equations with real or
complex coefficients, has powerful for-
mula programming capabilities and 40
complex number functions. There's also
a last equation feature, 12-character al-
phanumeric dot-matrix display, a poly-
nomial root finder and one and two-
variable statistics capability.

Don't let a few complex technical
problems slow you down. For the value
and functionality, the TI-68 is just your
speed — fast!

perfectly, even inlow light. We can’t list them
all. But we can tell you that the TI-36X
SOLAR is easy to use, especially on tough
problems in math, science, computer math
and statistics.

Perform a wealth of scientific functions,
from common and natural logarithms to per-
mutations. Plus one and two-variable statis-
tics including linear regression. And enjoy
such extra advantages as metric/English con-
versions, number base conversions and ad-
vanced fractions capabilities. One more thing.
You can forget about batteries; ANYLITE ™
solar cells work even in low light levels.

Enlighten your calculations with the TI-
36X SOLAR. It won't leave you in the dark

when you need fast, accurate answers.
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¢ Helpsyousolve time-value-of-money

calculations including annuities,

mortgages, leases, and savings. Also
generates amortization schedules.

Does cash-flow analysis for up to 24

uneven cash flows with up to 4-digit

frequencies; computes NPV and IRR.

* Gives you 4 methods for calculating
depreciation, book value, and remain-
ing depreciable amount.

* Includes trigonometric functions,
natural logarithms, powers, and
breakeven analysis.

* Gives business professionals and stu-
dents access to powerful features such
as cash-flow analysis and advanced,
list-based statistics.

For furtfier informatioEl call 1-800-6\61-2007




