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New poets 
“workshopping”
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a sense ol community for new 
writers in Halifax that led to the ggfpjjjjp^-8 
formation of the group. ” 1

Now. at the beginning of its

y by Andre Narbonne " f
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I he BS Poetry Society recently 
£ began hosting critical workshops 
^ at Dalhousie. The workshops 

offer new writers a chance to dis­
cuss their work with like-minded 
people. "Workshopping” —get­
ting immediate feedback 
recent work — can be one of the 
most vital influences on 
poet.

I he BS Poetry Soc iety was first 
formed in February of 1986, 
through the Bourbon Street Poe­
try Workshop. Prior to that time, 
new writers in Atlantic Canada 
were working in apparent isola­
tion. There were few opportuni­
ties for them to meet with then- 
peers and receive critical feed­
back. other than annual work­
shops for high school students 
and writing competitions spon­
sored by the Writer’s Federation 
of Nova Scotia. It was this lack of
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third year, the BS Poetry Soc iety 
is reputed as being one of the iVllpffiw ‘ 
most ac tive c hapters of the Cana- 
dian Poetry Association. The 
Society is more thanPlastercene music r-l

on
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members strong while its maga­
zine, Poetry Halifax Dartmouth, 
is sent monthly to subscribers 
across Canada, the United States 
and even to Japan.

The poetry workshops at Dal- Loose the Poet within you
at a Sweatshop.
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by Michele Thibeau v<as influences go, they say they 

have none, none but Elton John. 
And they do like the Grapes of 
Wrath.

Glow, their first alburn, was an 
outlet for all the material they 
had written. Two singles off 
Glow: "We Can Walk”, which is 
five years old; and “All I See” 
being played on College radio 
and Much Music frequently. 
Their next single will be “Hot 
Sand”, a great dance tune.

They are planning to go to the 
New Music Seminar, scheduled 
for New York this summer, to 
attract a label. Right now distri­
bution and representation in the 
V S. and the U K. are top priori­
ties, after they finish their tom
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The Plastercene Replicas, out 
of Toronto, played the Flamingo 
Cafe and Lounge last weekend to 
a crowd of mellow people. “We 
sound exactly like REM" says the 
band, whose music is very guitar 
oriented. Charlie Salmon. Ste­
phen Stewart, and Brendan Cal­
vin. along with a rotating 
drummer, made up the band.

Their name’s origin is some­
what of a mystery. “We went to 
Antarctica. . .” said one band 
member, while another menti­
oned something about being 
“trapped in an elevator”. Finally 
the truth, "it just came about". 
Pretty clever.

"We re full time musicians — 
in it for the long haul” the band 
said. Although they seem to work 
well together now "we broke up 
once because of pac ing and tim­
ing, we follow our own pace.” 
This conflict has been overcome 
and they informed me that “the 
tension that arises form trying to 
quit smoking causes us to be crea­
tive". I.oks like they’ll be writing 
songs until they die.

On the subjec t of songwriting, 
Charlie Salmon said that “songs 
are solo efforts” and “what makes 
the band is our arrangement of 
the song we all add parts.” As far

housie are open to the general 
public and admission is free. 
Future workshops will be hosted 
on Saturday, February 11, from 
1-4 pm in room 318 of the Dal- 
housie Student Union Building 
and on Tuesday, February 21, 
from 7:30-10pm in room 304. 
Bring multiple copies of poems 
to be workshopped. For 
information call 423-3477. diparc-
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DALHOUSIE THEATRE 
PRODUCTIONS
presents

LITTLE
MARY
SUNSHINE

The Replicas put on a go 
show, seen by the splinters of 
drum stick flying by the third 
song. Singing on their tip toes, 
possibly a sign of how dedicated 
they are to their music was 
explained by Stephen Stewart as a 
result of "our kinder gar den sing­
ing teacher (who) used to pull our 
hair”. The audience participa­
tion song also went over well. 
Ten people from the dance floor 
played extra percussion on a 
"psycho” song eac h night, whic h 
made for happy dances for the 
end c?f the set.

by Rick Besoyan 
Directed by AJan Lund

SIR JAMES DUNN 
THEATRE 
Feb. 8-12

TICKETS
DAL ARTS CENTRE BOX OFFICE
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P erf ormers Wanted.
Orientation show performed yearly at the 

Rebecca Cohn in Sept. 89 needs actors/actresses

You’ll Have a Great Time!
It’s a great way to start your year.

Please Contact 424-2107

Ask for our 
i Leasing^ 
koept./*

Lease an ’89 Honda Civic, Accord, Prelude.
Atlantic Canada’s Largest Honda Dealer.

COLONIAL □□□□□ 453-1940
2657 Robie St. Halifax
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The Honorable W.H. Dennis 
Memorial Prizes

for Literary Compositions in English
Cash prizes: $200 and $100 prizes for a poem 

or collection of poems $150 prize for an essay; 
$150 prize for a prose short story.

Candidates for these prizes must be registered 
as full-time undergraduate or graduate students at 
Dalhousie University.

Deadline for entries is March 15, 1989 
Contact the English Department for 
information.
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