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Wholesale BuildingJ UpGEp by statistics relating to building permits, Canada is progressing

in spite of tight money mnarkets. But it is flot the largest cities which show
the most pronounced increases. For the first four months of 1913,Peterboro heads the list. It shýows an increase of three hundred and sixty-

seven per cent., as compared with the saine period of 1912. London follows
with one hundred and twenty; then cornes Kingston, ninety-two, and To-
ronto, forty-twD.

So that building is going on, and that very extensively. You cannot godown any leading street in the cities of Canada without seeing scaffolding,
and preparation for construction. And the building permits of a city are areliable test of its prosperity. But there is one class of building that is beingneglected. Most of our cities are crying out for houses. Land is continualîy
changing hands, but the people who buy negleet to build. Several of ourrapidly-growing cities are finding this lack of homes a really serious question.From Port Arthur there cornes the report that so pressing is the need forhomes for the încoming population that the city council is discussing a bonusto intending builders torelieve the pressure. It is estimated that five hundred
houses could be let or sold immiediately. It is good to, keep on building manu-factories, warehouses and offices, but what about the housing of the worknien ?

Sir William is"Back
SIR WILLIAM MACKENZIE returned last week from Europe. AndSJ of course hie didn',t corne back empty-handed. It didn't matter that war

was raging in Europe or that England and the English were in dailyfear of labour running riot. Sir William went for money. to finance the
construction of the C. N. R., and Sir
Williami returned with the money-
"ample fuinds for somte time to corne,"
as he put it.

Just how much money hie did get
isn't known. Sir William won't say,
but since the C. N. R. doesn't dabble in
small amounits, the funds secured doubt-
less total several million dollýars.

Several annouincements are madle.
For obvious reasons the consolidation
of the various subsidiary companies
controlled by the C. N. R. people will
be an established fact very soon. Such
a mnove will simplify financing and sys-
tematize the operating of a railroad
whose mileage is practically seven
thousand.

There is to be a fleet on the Pacific.
Already the C. N. boats are plying the
Atlantic and the Great Lakes. In the
recent negotiations with Vancouver for
the False Creek proposed terminais, the
Company promnised to establish a fleet

SIR WM. MACKCENZIE on the Pacific within eight years.
President C.N.R. Sir William defines his attitude anent
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