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Winnipeggers are looking1 forward
WMith much Intereat to "Ben Hur'" whfh

la appearing eary next month at .the
Walker Theatre., "Ben Hur' enioys the
distinction of being endorapd by the
ministers of every-denominatiion and of
receving the patroale.-f men and wo-
men of the church, people who neer
before entered a theatre sitting ln rapt
and awed reverence as the great drama
ls unfolded before them ln Its woncler-
fui sertes of pictures and its absorb-
Ing and excing action. The play ap-*
peals té ail classes and ail kinds of xpeo-ple. The regular theatre goer la thrill-
ed by Its. realism and charmed by the
love story that runs through the play,
and the religlously nllned draw in-
spiration and moral strength from the
nubieInfluence of Jesus whlch per-
vades every Une and scene of the
drama.- "Ben Hur' will make ts sec-
ond visit to Winnipeg on Monday even-
ing, March 8, when it will Inaugurate a
week's engagement at the Waker The-
atre, includlng Wednesday and Satur-
day mnatinees. As the play as not
been seen here for three years, it lsa
sure to be greeted by an Immense

The advent of a star of Miss Fealy's
standing at the Winnipeg Theatre
marks, in a way, a Most nteresting
phase -of local theatrical istory. After
a remarkable run of two years with a
stock company of the ighest clasa
vith George Alison, Rebecca Warren
and other Weil rernberd artists, theWinnipeg Theatre was rebuit into much
mre attractive physical shape, and
with the commencement of this season
changes In policy made at the time
were expected to only Increase an dcernent the popularity of the playhouse.~
The Stewart Opera company was
brought ln for a brief run, and after-
wards a dranatic company, viose mem-j
bers ere entirely new to the city, wasiIntroduced. The public of this city lajJustly criticai and their demand for the
best In al thIngs as been reflected,
frst by the Winnipeg Theatre manage-
ment having te secure a stock company
whlch Included several weil-knovn act-
ors and finally the bringing of Maude
Fealy to occupy Its leading position.
The Winnipeg Theatre's stock company
has become 'a local Institution, and its

The farewel performances of theStoddard company at Portage la Prairieere very wel attended and the players
handled their parts Jn an acceptable
manner. "A Stranger ln a Strange
Land" and "Charley's Aunt"' providedthe amusement. Spring and summer
engagements viii keep this companyln the east until next faîl but if ailgoes eli Mr Stewart ili bring isplayers back to Portage in November.

A cOmmittee of the Saskatchewan
Provtncial Musical Association, consist-
tng of Messrs A. F. Angus, F. Laubach,
James Brown, Regina; Dr. Washington,
Wolseley and F. W. Chisholm, IruianHead met ln Regina Fniday afternoon
Feb. l2th, to complete the prelimînaryarrangements for te festival next
sprinug.

The dates have been ftxed for May* 4th, 25th and 26th, instead of 4th, 5thand 6th, as ortginally set; tuis vas inorder to procure the adjudicators act-Ing for the Edmonton festival, which Isbeing hld May 4h and th*Dr. W. C. Murray vas elected an hon.pre.gident, and he, with the presidentand Mr. Laubach, ver. appointed acommittee to vait on the Provincial
Government and City Council, with aview to obtatning financial assistance.

Sinýle fare rates from ail points onthe C.P.R and C.N.R. have been obtain-ed for aIl members of the Associaton,and the local festival committee havebeen instructed to make ail the acces-eary arrangement
8 regarding halls forfestival and competitions, and the bul-leting of visitors.

Indicatins ail point to the greatestmusical feast that bas ever been en-joyed in the West.

Thoiq( taking part In the title playgiv~eu il I :-imonton on Pcb. i 5th \vure1.nrd hirlineî*etalcen b1wJ AMor ris;
ygptcconscient iols bi lier. Nr.

i ii 1.il ipktns the tiew tiitmnn R.
1ceî Robert th. littie j'age AlMicei r v h :l t . t b r oe l a d c ~ ie s ( f t h e p la y-ai Te -t \niberly. tk<t u iJ. I1). 1 v î L a U ra a n d us . id ri îuII s,

-N

Parts taken by Mrs. S. B. Cowan and
Misa Mary Macmnorine.

The farce waa entitled "My Lord in
Livery."

Tihe concert given at Stonewal onFriday aight, Feb. lSth. vas a bighclass entertainment. Mr. Barnahaw,
the violinist, was particularly fine andevery number was encored. Mrs. P. B.Cý Turner sanýg veiy sweetly and waslikewise recalled. And the local talentdid themselves credit, and everyone vaspieased with the programme, whichl
was as follows:

Plitno duet, Miss Musgrove, Mr. Turn-er, male quartette, May, Lund. McFar-Iane. Semmenis; vIolin, Mr. Earnshaw;
reading. Miss Greta Jackson; solo, Mrs.P. B. C. Turner; carnet, Mr. May; read-ing. Mr. P. B. C. Turner; violin, Mr.Earnshaw; duet. Lund, McFarlane; pi-ano solo, Mrs. Turner; reading Miss EJohnston; violin, Mr Earnshaw; quar-tptte. Lund. May, McFParlane. Sernmens-
piano solo. Mr. Turner; trio, violin, pi-ano, cornet, Mr. EBarnshaw, Misa Mus-grave, Mr. May. Miss Musgrove andMr. Turner vere .ccompanists.

At Mf%-v Al, ta., on February 4ththe Dramnatîc society gave an entertain-
ment ln aid of the parsonage buildingfund. The bail was filled ta the doorswhen the curtain rose for tbe openingscene of "Whitebait at Greenwich."

Benjamin Buzzard, Rev. C. W. Peck;Mr. Glimmer. C. McDonald; John SmalI,Il. von Strablendorff; Misa LuêretiaBuzzard, Miss Taylor; Sally, Miss Ken-
nedy.

During the Interval W. H.' Cochraneand W. .PhillIps sang and also respond-ed with encores. Then a skit entitled"Ici on ]Parle Francais" was given:
Mr. Spriggins, L. PhullIps; MajorRattan, G. C. Douglas; VIctor, V. Ed-yards; Mrs. Sprlgglns, Mrs. Noton;Angelina. Mrs. W. H-. Cochrane; Julia,

The brandon amateurs vere seen togreat advantage ta "The Mocking ]Bird"vhich they presented' at the Operabouse during the middle of last month.The. piece abounda vith pretty mugic,among the. bits betng a beautiful tenorlove' song entitled "Silence." Another~'hummy" tune la «"Sly Musette," vhicbvas sung by the leading lady, Yvette-(Mrs. Douglas) accompaniai by tweiveof the city's p ettiest and most comelyyoung ladies d ressed ln daInty' soldiercostumes. Something out of the ordin-ary vas Introduced in the vay of asplendid octette whicb proved a big bit.Messrs. Harcourt and Hudson ln theirrespective roles sing a wtty littl«ditty by the name of "A Different Point
0f View."

The cast Included ail the best knownamateurs as vaîl as several new faceswho undoubtedîy pleased, yuil. thechorus vas romposed of some forty of

A most amustng play, "'The PrivateSecretary," vas put on in Moosomin
Opera House, Feb. 23rd* The play bada long run Ia London, Eagland. ItlaiIntensely funny througiiout and Is pre-sented in excellent style by the Wa-pelia Miiitary Dramatîc Co.

The. Graham -Sproule Concert onTuesday, Feb. 16th, vas a pronounced
success. While the audience vas by nomeans large It: vas appreciatîve In theextreme. AIl Miss Sprouie's Items vererendered In her faultless style, and sheestablished herself more flrmly thanever in the opinion of her auditors. Mr.Graham's work requires no criticism,
but he vas seen ho best advantage Ia"Trading Joe," «"Jtm Wolf's Cats,' andina Hanbolds sublime poem, "4Trouble
ta the Amen Chorous."

The followtng Is the programme ofthe entertatament ah Boispevalri.oft
February 22nd.

The side splittiag farce, "Ici on ParleFra ncais." Characters: Mfajor Regulus
Ruttan, Mr. Burn; Victor Dubois .(aFrenehman), Mr. F. Cross; M,. Sprig-gins, Mr. P. Mickleburgh; Mrs. Spr',-
gins. Miss N. Saults; Angelina (their
dauglît er), Mrs. Millidge; Julia (vifeof Major Ruttan>, Miss Fitzgerald;
Auna AMaria ( mnaid of al vork), Mrs.
Pratuni].

Also, quartette, Misses Hicks andSprringer à nd ] Mrssrs. Hartley and
Tickl10)trghT violin. '.%iss Gray; dram-

Ni'.liss Pislier:, vocal, Mrs. Grant,
Misses lI-iicks and] Sprtager, Meass.
E. TaN lui adiP. Mickleburgh.
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