
W-innipeg, December, 1913.

True thiat no horsernan bad ever attempted
it, but to-night, if ever, time was precious.
Hé knew tbalt the Indians, flnding the
shanýyip le wouldset fire to it
before dayligt., wich wotild certainly
mesu death for bis people, if not sorne-
thing worse. Once they were in the banda
of the Sioux there was ne tefling what
miglit bappen, sud unless lie could succeed
i gainig Only Ford and returning with

a rescue pry before the place was burnt
down, iii was clear that the worst must
happen. It rested with him sud White
Star-with him sud White Star, sud as
they safely crossed the ford sud once
more the night aiàsu in bis ears, ail the
wild dare-devilry of bus errand came ouf
in a rollicking hunting song lie lid once
heard su English missionary s n.And
in tune with the son g White Stars boofs
pounded the dry sand of*the trail.

Prsently, however, the song died on
the boy's lips, sud sitting back in bis
ssddle lie hstened intently. Behind him
lie could béai, the rumble of boofs, sud an
occasional cry of indescribable menace.
Tbç Indians were pursuing hlm!

For five miles or more the way led along
the old trail, which wss ail sound gi~
then if he foflowed the course lei l m1
md, lie would turn suddenly to the right1

down su almost pepedicular bluff ford
the croek at theébottom, sud from ience
acrosa the rugged watershed ito the next
ValleY, thereby euttixng off the lon nsd
tortuous road round. Littleo didlie
think, however wh&àt waa in store for him
if lie attempted this pas9sage, ând for the
time being bis one thouglit was te readli
the bluff.

N'earer sud,. nearer, behind bim came
the noise of rumbling boofs, 4pdi-presently
Sliem realized that lie would @bn be out-
distanced by the larger sud stronger
mounts of Grey Eagle's detachment. He
leant forward in the saddle, riding liglitly
as an Indian himself, and as thougli she
understood the peril White Star swept on.
It was an uneven race from the frai, and
whiley et some distance from the bluff
the India ns were near enougli to open fire
as they rode. For some minutes. the
bullets whistled hy, then the Indians,
reglizing that the race was theirs, cessed
firing and rode on in silence.

Final!y one of tbem foreed bis cayuse
to the utmost, and a minute or so later
was galloping alongside the white boy.
lie drew bis tomahawk, but at that
mnoment White Star darted aside off the
trail. Tliey lied reached the edgr. of the
bluff, and Shem had turned bis littie
iniout down tle lcadlong descent.

'Finding hiniseif foiled whien success
seemed certain the Indian followed. To-
get ber tliey plunged beadlong down the
awýv uI incline. Huge boulders of rock,
l(ooýened by tlie homses' hoofs, sped along
ahvad of îliem, gaining strength with
Ceý'rv bound. It seemed that bof h riders
and homses must be hurled to their doom,
buit somebow White Star kepi lier feet. 1

\s they crashed on, Shem presently1
ré',lized that the Indian was down. Hei

:wt he man's cayuse rolling over and1
or among the loose rocks. He heai d1
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The Western jtome Montbly
the Indisu fail with a sicktening thud
then the clatter of stone drowned bis
crie

The'other Indians Lad more senS than
to follow on that awful death ride. Tbey
drew up their mnounts at the edge of the
trail and listened tq the noise coming up
from. the gulch. Then, when their tribes-
man did not return, tiey headed their
mouints onoe more, towards the 'trading
Post, for te them, wonderful horsemen
thougli they were, it seemed impossible
that suy rider could safely descend that
awful bluff.'

How Shem. kept his sadIle Le never
knew. At times they were scrombling
oirer loos boulders; at times WLte Star
wedged bier hoofs together sud slid.
Down, down they went; tilt presently
before them. opened Up a sheer.drop of
twelve feet or more. Beneath it Shem
could see the starlight glimmering on clear
water, and knew they had reaehed the
creek. WVhite Star leapt; the water closed
over them, and ini a mInute or so they
were mounting the steep bank on the
other aide of the creek.,

Shem patted the tîerrified sud sweat-
ing pony's neck, and spoïkd words, of
prase sud encouragement to her. Not
till they lad reached the tpp. of, the
watershed sud could see below them. the
bickering lights of Only, Ford, did he
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1look back. Then lie saw i the heavezis
a softnd ffulpatch of lghtfthiing in
the direction from whenoe he had corné.
He knew weil what it mesnt~, and bis
heart froze within lûm. Drawing the
pistol from bis beit he fired three shots
m rapid succession. This he did- time
after time tiil a liglit moved in the settie-
ment below. Then came the answeig
discharge-the men at Only Fordhd
heard and understood, and presently
Shem heard the rumble of hoofs ascending
the bluff. He reinounted bis cayuse su
waited for the rescue party to join him.

IV
In the meantime a stemn battie waa

going on at the trading post. Immed-
iately the Indians reahized that they badlet one of the beleague patyp
through, they went rid wtli rage. 1É'iv
or six of them pursued Shem, while the
remainder tried te take the post by storm.

Ralph Inman and bis wife, however,
were figting for the lives of theïr cbildren
sud their own. Theïr rifles barked out

dying were mingled with t h zad cries
of the savages.

Once, twice, the Indians were driven
back, then realizing »the folly of their
tactica they became more cautious: Tley
were in no liurry to humn the store sud
ail the treasure it contained until tbey
were forced te do so. If once tliey could
capture the white occupants these treas-
ures would be theirs, but as the heurs
slipped bLyand the defence showed no
sign of sakening their-wArlike spirits
overcame their discretion.

At length one of themTcrept up,' and
lit a fie under the cookhouse floor. The
flames took hold readily, and in a few
minutes the cookhouse was burning like
brushwood. The red glew of it lit. up
the forest, and Inrnan knew that the end
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