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M 1 IE Playground of Europe-tluaNias ts erstwhiie unms. ~ai
term to-day %vould moat fit
tingly, in' ilaneigrammatt
"enqe, spply te this amazingij

tranquil littie republie wbicb bas se.i
ceeded thus far in preserving its neu-
trality tbough »urrounded on ail side.
by' the belligerciat nations? Touris
travel bas cese and Alpine guides bave
gos. into -naîl farmifag or entered tIi
facteries, ulule moat of the hotels, ex-
repting those ilu tbe larger cities bave
been, long sance, closed up. Switzerlsn(
is no longer a playground. Yet in thv
capital caty of Berne the. population has
inereased by nearîy ten thousand sinee
the outbreak of the war. The reason?
Xil Irwinsasys:

"ýHere dweil citizens and diplomats of
ail the powers on both aides of the wsî,
in peace if flot in harmny. At tbe
height of the past season one of tii
employees of tbe ebief botel counted
twenty-three natiosalities in the dinisg-

* room and lobbies. Try as you wili you
cannot help rubbiug elbows with -tbe

* eaemy. Last night I beheid in chairs
almost adjacent, a lean, well-tubbed.
Englishman reading the Tmes with tie
aid of a monocle, and a portîy Germai
with a mustache that aspired to a
place in the suit, reading the Tagebiatt
through another monocle. This ity wîiti
its thousands of diplomats, agents open
and secret, îrapagandists, and chanity
workers, is tbe one place ialtii
worid te gain a proportienate view af
the wîiar, prai'ided you are content ta
wvait long enough te sift eut the true
from the.false."

I)uring the sbifting phases of the great
struggle popular isterest swings alter-
nstely from eone country te another, but
at prebabiy no period in ail the kaleidob
scopie upheaval bas thie, federation- of
c'antons known as the Swiss Republie
béeen se interesting te tbe student ai
large as the. present time. Witb two
great, predator>' empires iyiaîg <irectly
te nortb and eset, bere ia aimal natian,
neutrai and wîithdrawîî, scarcely sixteeis
tbousand square mies in mize, so part of
wbioli is wîithiîî ane bundred miles ai
the seat, a land that i, at least te ail
outward soeening. as-% atin and îanrufiIed
is une tif its tuilawoîiderfui lakes. lts
tiysapaîliies iîiaîy b<. as vaaried as its
climat.' but its dtejortnelt liais beeii
aidnirably cireunispeet. niki it lias looked
w'ell tta its oîw'a interests îitbai. Tîht
Biiiid-sausz%-g or fedea-al an>' wss long
ago niqbilized-"for eniergencies." Tiiere
are likei'sil Laiadsturna and a Land-
wehrbu )t tlîes'e are ealied out oniy iin
time of actuail ivan.

Switateiaîîad is the aîîgiicised farniof
Schweitz thîe nainie glii nta the titi'a'a'
original foi-esat cantonis wbich it ;li

varlyinabistory îuere uadr the

this, tlat> cirlie-at men'îtion of 'tlîe iîliabli-
tants ofuttisctaaitr-v is thee tc'oiait of
the oîîuamthatf tut' Ilelvetjaîns bv tua'

* Ranalaaîs -oîî unha.t wi'aii58 B.C. atii
* 10 A.D. L 'idtr the 'suvv(esr, tof (liai Ila-

inagiat. Ililvelttiîwa-.dii ide'tibet wei

t ta the lait tir emipire, .blut it wîas dl'îa'
iiiiaed tii thrlai'iaî ti lîe y'ake zul iitl iy

* Fiii-st ofUt' i,. Tell, Statiffclier aindi
A~rniolud,.it sît'ca'î'ided inidi-Ius iiig aindt

* i')fîu ilë t lit' Ais-t riais cva ao'. liit
Ia(t for Itimîg. Tlhe eiiitons wulere suail
ini'etd ýlbv tte HFlaabirgs said %-air

lit Ilis't it tilt- n'nlonabe Pai-s of 'Mot-
yai itei'li ail thle îcan t ons îu'ire jo illeda Iby
allae'rs a iid l t-a' cit je-a of ut' I.aerl iv
kii nah i uitei îîre. Ilia ,'ai. l iiiailii, anad

iî iiiv ti'iagglî'for iudeîaî'ideii'. Fiial'.
.ii ,t lia %% i - ls d et'e tî' ililit clv ait
cailia vial tail Nî 1i;iI- ail tîja ofii'îlî'a t

i .11aiia I-4 i'at ia lithe coauar'lai a t s1i'i

a-ai l gli tlIiit filt ltiids iil audh a a jag iaî- s

the wh'a laît f i tlie ilir-lýt'ait vaalalî aof

'liii o. l'or, aalaait 'i iýN iitai'a(l -- i-
t Ili, -fa'(Iiaiitiaî i j'il ri, i, ai. iil

pal iaea I.btain iii I17l2 thle raaiala
j aa asit i tli'ad ''it, a' N. ' a a l ai

ia'tla i aa a'a tîa*itMWais -aa(~ Jaaa'

fui progress îîith the number o« cantons
brought up te twenty-twe. Finally the
('onpress of Viessa proeiaimed the per-
petual neutralit>' and inviolabiity of
Swîitzeriand, and the. little state was
trul>' independent îîith a federal govers-
ment that possessed the exclusive rigbt
of cosciudisg treaties of alliance with
other countries and of declaning war,
*asctioning cantonal constitutions, and
takisg measures for regulatiug seutral-
itî' and intervention. The federal assem-
bly to-day is divided into the two
î'bambers, 'dz: thie state council aind the
national council, and lu thesle bodies is
vested supreme legisîstive and -executive
atthorit>', and the principle of the refer-
eudum and of the initiative are in force.
The ecantons retain iaîdividual isdepend-
éece iii mattera of intersai administra-
tion, however.

Tbree différent tangues are apoke-
German, Fresch asd Roumasch, which
is a corruption of old Latin, but in spite
of this and ef the divea'ity of the popu-
lation as a wboie, Switzeriasd bas ac-
quired a defisite aud decided national
ebaracter and hay became a separate
people. It posssses-the most î'aried
climate in the worid, and aitbough
neari>' thirty percent of its ares renusins
improduct ive, tbe industry asd enterprise
of the peuple living on tbe rest of it
nie than adjusts a balance. The land
is cultivated cbielly by amal bolders,
snd these peasant propnieters raise stock,
grain and vegetabies, sud, in the more

pinnacles before he even essays the
mountain-climbing proper. The Jung-
frau~ peak dominates the whoie of the
Bernes. Oberland, is 13,670 feet high and
wvas first ascended in 1811. It is the
loftiest calcareous mountain. The Mat-
terhorn, which is 14,837 feet in height,
is composed of gneiss or felspar siate,
and ie eharply conical in appearance,
making its ascent a matter of great
difficulty and danger. It belongs to the
Pennine Alps, rising abruptly from an
immense glacier that occupies a vast
and desolate table-land. The peak w-as
first ascended by a paftyof four British
travellers and tbree guides, in the month
of July 1865, but three of the 'party and
oneý guide perished in the descent. In
this connection it le interesting to note
that our own Mount Robson, 13,700 feet
bigh, bas already been conquered, and
more than once.

The wonders of Switzerland are end-
less. Weil known to the continental
tourist muet be these peaks and many
leqser ones, and well known the magnifi-
cent lakes iying placidly, like haif-hid-
den jewels, amid the rugged mountain
fastnesses, Geneva, Constance, Lucerne,
the Maggiore, the Riffeisea, Brienz, Thun
and countiesa, others whose borders iap
great cities and yet retain that element
of mystic and lonely grandeur that the
immediate neighborhood of mighty f or-
ests gives. Familiar too must be the
beryl-colored turbulent rivers (unnaviga-
bic for the nîost part), the enormous
glacier fields, the minerai springs, the
cascades and fails, like those of the
Rhine at Schaffhausen, St. Moritz the
gay winter resort of a very recent past,

The types of French infantry which are holding the front lises on the Western front iuFrance. From Jlef to right, the machine gunner, grenade gunsen, ligbt iufantry, handgrenade thrower, complete assault equipment. Those men fight fronu the front lines aud theyform a line of steel that wiil withstand any Germas attempt te break througb. Theyare truiy the spirit of 1918. ý

F southeriy cauteais, tobacco and gi'apes.
IVinter lasts but three moaîtls ini tbese
cantons, but an thîe St. Gotthar<i it cou-
tiiaîes for eiglît, aîîd on the' St. Ber'nard
aiiiî, 'aihile it is peresîîîai wintera'oaa the
Mte. Tieuadule. Tht' Engadinîe 'ainter

s'ioiis âbout etîtalni îîdaation ta thiait
of N%'ti-ita Uiiada. lit aiav bcsaid thait
S'aiitzerlaiad is diî'ided iraio a.a'u-tn regicais
of i-egetationi irst the' 'aiui-ga'o'a'iiig
airea up ta 1800 faiet iiaiua' .Sea Ici t'i
ýevoniud the' bill ' tract wuî'lî Iit'li-es ta
'1801) fes-t and liais luxur'ianît Ilîîadou's
iaid waliîut t rees t'on its t'iiriet eiist k
feattres, third thet'yiper' noiantaiai
i'agitaaîpu'odîiig t iiher anîd gr'aini.thie
a'xteiît ujmaard af wlaicl is about 4000
fait aihio av -'a i'vel, î'aaîîî'îlk the -"Ille-
.111iliîa', Ille ta>5-1)00 I> t''i, iv'îe tIll" aî
tiýil i 'ît'a I Sui.s lailie t îa q' ia',a l ii hiue
thi tlaite bu '- AI;inetr îact,. the homoî'tf
vlal'iaiii a nd-aaiii aait atmd aloutf tIhe

'a a'a'îaî Niii i 'au l'1' i lîa aîiaîtiol; tif Illie
-<a aîsi- loa-4- a ". l'theî'e is hIe

Miait N8f. (aatilklaîîaiitiita' ,the' a'iaitf
uita'î-' of'l ai liîia' 'o~' Iltai

i lia' I.tl'la ii iî< A 11j'. 'ail w 'iitli illa'

a't ' utt-allda' ta la a a i a.ta'' i' i aall a
c',ai i 1.1 - 1 a-1a u v i. .t'v Cit il

tlii'ta -:di. i l, lîai -îI: itl. a i i t l rillîtfaut

iiig ttilaiI'aiia'a' t- ual îiialilaîag
the tiali' lai tai t ata laita li

the spas, the deep valîcys and chasms,
and the cliffs uuhere 'picturesque littie
rhalets bang perched, and tlîe ciimbing
pise foa'ests of the sub-Alpine strata.
The Jura range of mountains lyiug along
the border of Fî'aîîce is tbe first to be
secs by the iieîoiaai tiaveller farn
Brîtain or Amenica, and wuhile these
peaks are breatlî-taking ini their imi

niesiy te vgive only a sniali idea of

WIi'n ait exchlaage of sr'riously %'taîîîd-
ed ati -ai- îieed tiptiai, S'aitzeî-and piat'ed
lier sl)ltiiiid dIv-eqîaiilptd liospital triains

at taa Ii'îa t of liair heiîigeî'entitlaigli-
bons id agi-ced i l ravitia.inteiainit
for tluiî'ty tlitiîsanid pi-ismipirs of 'au.
MuqI u a' iat t lia' Bîit a- la i isaie
t aiiau i alo liaita lwiaaa i i tu(tiiiiadita 'd,
is ao suv'airtiaillya i Briti>hcl -t', aninii i
poinît of fit-t ille ia' 'u tla if 8w itzeaiad
ilow' tari lis tailalit-itta-adapo,;t-a i
Eiaglishi, Fa'aîali iaial i aiiiaiiîa. aM11al ilia'
hottaIs pilia aaîi. l ita, h laikhu-
t'ulg'. It auitlI li aiefi' l) aia il% 1al
îaot i ia il c''u l iaillY - -

ta'tatiirlaiwilau-. toa

itt ini ta-t - in", t 1l ai t 1 t at*i a'l t
i lie îil tiit -a

a i i--i Ilha la i-- - - - - - -ii\ t[

tf cai'l ti - i' a-. , î!

ati'ualai-t

>qtla'aliaa

dazzling blue-white raye proving 1,.
what trying to the eyes at time. X'
Canadians are quite at home in the -waý
of atmosphere for the winter is rnuch
like our own avd the pines tower aboî-o
ail about straight as sentinels and mass.
ed in close formation; they remind us
forcibly, at times, of the way the jack-
pines ciimb up the siopes of the Rockies.
We are well treated and almost content-.
cd except of course that we have had too
littie share in the big doings to satisfy
us. ýThere are no(Ienough of us to miake
two baseball teams-whicb is a real
hardsbip, for the English take no real
interest in the only game-~preferring
their cricket and football. At that we
are lucky to find a sufflciently flat acre
or su on wbich to disport ourseiveq, for
tbis town is reminiscent of that one-in
the old achool reader wbich started to
cixb starward and sat down half-way
to rest, forgettifig to complete the jour-
ney. We have been watching a party'
of school ehildren climbing a peak near-
by-nearby ln the sense of seemisg so,
for I daresay tbey are at least tbree
miles away. Tbey are roped togetlier
and are led by tîvo guides and a couple
of teachers, one of wbom bringa up the
rear, and the chain resembles nothing
su much as a string of jet beads, the
bigger figures at the ends being like the
clasps of the necklace. 1 have sees
some beautiful wood-carving donc by the
children and the aid people, and ere we
take final leave of this lasd we hope ta
visit the watchmaking establishments
of Geneva of wvbich there are said to
be three husdred. A large amount of
raîv material is imported ito Switzer-
land of neccssity, and se manufactures
are an important isdustry. There is
abundant wat. r power of course. Zurich,
St. Galles, Basel and the east specialize
ini weaving (silk asd wool chiefiy) and
the western cantons are almost wbolly
given up to wvatch and elock making and
similar manufactures. This is a won-
derful country. The citizens possessa ail
that boasted effliencv and application
to work which is said to be a German
monopoly but witb this differenoe, tbey
are under the heel of no autocracy.
They have not sold their birthright to
mammon. Isterlaken is just below us;
a truly lovely spot but now as sulent as
a deserted banquet hall. There àre five
universities in the Rpublic, Basel havinig
been the seat of the first, founded ini
1460. Education is of course compulsory
in the schools of the iawver grades."

According to a war correspondent of
some note. Switzerland, the neutral
nation, presents pleasing and comfort-
able contrasts to the wvar-we'ary France.
Its citizeu& look weIl-fed. The towne
are spick-and-span. There la specula-
tion but no worry. And why not?
Fortusate Swit --eriasd that cas with
honor remain "out of it."!

Emisent Swiss whose naines wili
readily occur ta the mind are the hie-
torian Sismondi, Pestalozzi, the educa-
tiosal re armner, Lefort and Necker in
the renînis of diplomacy and finance,
Berr- uilli and De Saussure, Lavater, De
Muller and Bodmer, Dr. Scartazzini
(Daste's Commentator), Cognard and
Uonnier and Tissot. distinguished in
letters, but these are only a few, past
or conteanîorary, who have helped to
make fainouq the laudI of Tell amosg the
nations of the world. Onie must not for-
get to ineludp the incomaparable Madame
De Stael in this galaxy, for although
hors iii Paris, she was the daughter of
Jaeques Necker, Swviss banker and min-
i.-ter oaf finance to Louis the sixtitenth.
and hea'na tht, wife of the Swedish

tirl>a-ada'to fthc French court, living
inI iiitiliv a' ntries, inciudiug Italy.

ýttt 0 i il France, buit alw-ays retain-
ill12 lit r lq ti t for, and allegiauce to, the
htl oilahor'fathers.

1a ut1lit. a tatetios ose uaturaliy recallh
thlit 1~ t tof that compasy of Si-

t i'boni sons of the men of
I HI\lurcn."ta quote Carl lo

e 1' iI ladthe' Tullieries again-t
110. dîinaigthe Revolutioli.
Il I rifiv' of their li%-es-"ltha'e

t .tlaiai in black in the .erx ice
t H -kiing"-fought a fight ilhat

wii ta history.
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