
FOREST FIRES IN BRITISH COLUM1BIA IN i904.

Mr. J. R. Andersonl, Deputy Minister of Agriculture for-
British Columbia, has kindly llaced at the disposai of the Fores-.
try Association, the reports received frorn the agents Of that de-
partmnent, in regard to the forest fires throtiihout the Province
gtnerally during the year i904. As has been miade known
through the medium of 'the press, the iorest fires in British
Columibia, during the past year, were of special severity owing
to the dry season. Throtlgholt most of the sufluner in sorte dis-
tricts a pal! of siroe huing over the coun~try sufficient to obscure
the view and prevenit surveyiIg operations. The direct Ioss to
the Province was large, and the effe±t on the mniuing anci other
industries requiring Wood supplies will soon rnake itsf f felt.
T1he q'uestion of dealing with these fires is ene of the inost im-
Portant ones which ca lbe >given consideration by the Province
of British Columbia t the Present time. The revenue derived by the
Province frocm these forests; <uring '904 was $446,276, asubstan..
tial increase- over the previotuS year's revenue, which amo1unte<
t> $347,004. In regard to lumber supplies the future is in thc
hands of British Columbia, her forests of virgin tiniber are stili
great andi valuable, thse development of the wlestern territories,
and the industrial gowhof the Doeninimn generally will
mnake large and increasing 4dniands upon then and properly

fliistered, they shouldniake'Eritish Columbia tht rlchest mem-
ber cî the cenfederatkn. At ne distant day the publie revenue
frou the forests nwy be expected te reach a million inst(uac of

hafa milion dolars and will not then have rea<ched the linràt
Df. tht Possbilities. Capitaiize such a revenue and the Province


