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1525,he found the nation mourning the disastrous.
results of the battle of Pavia, and too much absorbed
by grave interests at home, to be disposed to con-
cern itself about lesser ones abroad. Deprived of
the support of his royal protector, then a prisoner
at Madrid.,he could neither utilize nor follow up his
first observations, and for ten years more we hear
nothing of Canada, except that mariners from
France, and other European nations; carried on a
successful fishery on its coasts, where as many as
fifty ships from Europe might sometimes be seen
together. The French called the country the newly
found lands, an appellation which survives in that
of the largest island. • It is stated on the authority
of certain old chroniclers, that the islands off theý
mainland had been known more than a century
before the era of Columbus and Cabot to sailors
froin the Basque Provinces, who named 'the4
"Bacallos," their term' for cod-fish. The name
"Canada" seems to have been vaguely applied
at this périod sometimes to a part, sometimes to
the whole of the region watered by the St. Lawrence.
One derivation of it supposes the arrival of the
French to have been -preceded by a visit from the
Spaniards, who, searching for precious metals, and
finding none, expressed their disappointment by
the frequent repetition of the words "aca nada,"
"nothing here." According to a more probable
etymology, the tern may be traced to the Iroquois
*ord "Kanata," a village, or assembly of huts, which
word the early European discoverers mistook for the
name of the country.

Nothingdaunted by the failure of his first attempt
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