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avoided §y a partial independence, or by any thing'
short of abandonment. These expenses have not
been incurred in consequence of any want of popular
concessions: they have been caused by the unprinci-
pled and-outrageous conduct of the border Americans,
which can only be held in check by military defences,
or by the influence of British power, upon the Ameri-
can people, through their government.

Referring to the causes of the late insurrection, your
Committee would observe, that it is not to be con-
tended, that the influence over the public mind, caused
by Sir Francis Head having placed the question at
issue in such a light as to shew political evils arising
from the reform systen sQ strongly, as to produce the
change in the elections of 1836, could either produce
or excuse rebellion. The question at issue involved
consequences of vital importance: nor could the rebel-
lion be produced or excused by comparisons made by
the public, to the -disadvantage of the reformers.-
The only pretence amongst all those urged, having any
colour of argument, is the alleged corruption at the
elections, and the influence then obtained by govern-
ment. But this pretext seems, upon examination, as
unfounded as the others : a people who will permit
themsêlves, in a country in which the elective franchise
is so widely diffused, to be bribed or influenced, into
returning an overwhelming majority to parliament, are
not the most likely, therefore, to rise in rebellion against
their ,own decision; and as to the fact of corruption on
the part of the governmefit, so far from there being any
means of attempting such a course, it is with great ffi-


