
EVOLUTION AND CHRISTIANITY

[While reprinting thc foliowing cor-

respondence which has lately appeared

in the Manitoba Free Press, we beg to

remind uour readers that Dr. Buller is

one of the four new University profes-

sors chosen iast suînmer by a committee

of seven, of which Father Drummond

was a member. Dr. Buler is from the

University of Birmingham and is about

thirty years of tige.

To the Editor of the Free Press.

Sir-I read with mauch interest a re-

port of the Rev. Father Drummond 's

exposition of Roman Catholic dognia ini

last Tuesday's Free Press News Bulletin.

He stated thtît "Men who pretended

to great Iearning had given to the world

the theory of evolution, and had sup-

ported it by experimeîîts and facts con-

cerning the lower order of ani mals. But

it stili remaincd absolutely impossible

to prove that man had arisen from an

animai. There were no scientifie proofs

in favor of the theory and strong proofs

agaînst it; and, besides, it was incon-

sistent with the Christian Faith. M'hat-

ever miay be the limits of evointion es-

tabiished by science in the future there

wili always be uverwhelming arguments

against the theory of the progrcss uf

mai.
Now, sir, having been a ,tudent of

biology during the last ten years in var-

ious parts of Europe and having a con-

siderable iîterest ini the subject of evo-

lutioci, 1 venture to affirm that the pos-

ition taken up by Father Drumnîond

is one that cannot bc maintained by any

sound arguments.
In the first place he speaks of thosc

"Iwho pretended to great learning.'

One must suppose that Father Drum-

mond is here referring to Darwin ani

Huxley. Those who are acquaintet

with the work and have read the bio.

graphie-, of these inen will know that

whereas they most certainly had th(

great learniîag, there was nîo pretene(

about it, and that record of more un

assuniing îinds is flot to bc fouîîd ini thq

long annals of the nineteenth century

Father Drunîmond said that there ar

strong proofs that mtan~ has not risei

from an animal. The hardihood of smi]

a statement creates nothing less thai

lank astonishmentIn my mind. Wher

indeed, are there such proofs of this ne

gation? If Father Drummomîd wi'

bring themi to the light of (lay and shoi

them to be sound 1 ahould be mute

obliged to hixn.
I venture to disseont ini the stromîgeb

way trorn Father Drummond 's assec

tion that'there are "overwheiîning ai

gumerîts against the thenty of thte pr(

gress ot man. 'On the other hand'

Father Drummond wiil turnt f the pag

of Dsrwin's "Descent of Man" ai

Huxley's "Man's Place in Nature,"

will find abundant evidence that the e:

acf contrary is the case. To recapiti
late this evidence here would take i

too much space in your valuable papE

If one is to accepf the theory of ev

lution af ail, if seems quite illogical

stop short in its application at ma

The arguments for man's evolufion fro

some "quadrunaanai animal of arborE
habits" is jusf as sfrong, nay sfrongt

than the arguments for the evoluti,

of irds from reptiles, or of Floweri

plants from the iower Cryptogam

The hait way men who hesitated toi
cepf the theory of evolution for mi

hirnself, and were to be found in soi
nunahers twenfy years ago, are nio

pracfically, non-existent, and I can or

express My sorrow that Father Dru

mond stili ho1a5 and feaches tih
opinions.

If the evolution of mani from lov

animaIs is ' at variance with Chri:
anity," so much the worse for Chri,,
anity. But I am not one of those w
is incined to think that the tullest1
ceptance and recognition of the the(

of evolufiori will in any way endaný

whaf is ot Most value in the greafesi

ail religions.
I have had the pleasure ot an i

ductiori to Father Drummond and hi

that he will in no1 way consider i

letter to be a personal affack orc
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infinife future progress oft tu hun1an evolution theory, such as Father Drum-

race. The report whieh Dr. Builer mond holds, bas been discarded ini the Tu t Vu
stantially correct so tar as if goés, is1 kept themselves abreast of their time

very incomplete, since it does not re- lin sciexîtifle matters, I anm remirded of

presenit more than a small fraction of a passage from a celebratt'd play It Know s W hat is B4
what I said on this subject in my sermon Il Wbat may this mean,

of the 5fh insf. Thaf thou, dead corse, again in compiete Health,
But before entering ripon any argu- steel,

ment, I wish fu draw attention to the Revisit'st thus the glimpses of the noon, oiapttenoswtl btfr Eti

most striking sentence in Dr. Buller's Makîing nigbf hideous?" orapteknwwh ibs fr ait

letter. IlIf the evolufion of MantIl imy When I canme f0 this up-to-date city your heaith.

learned friend wrote, Ilis at variance l of 'Winnipeg a fow montbs ago, 1 little That is the theory' of modern med- Bad brea,

withChrstiaity so uchthewors execte tomee wit th ghot o a cine-the doctrine of cominon sense. -dgested -c

foth Chrisianify, s iomubthe wn u- orse e eced 0 met ith the gos t a Bread youm appetite does flot like la No dysçx

forCbrstinit." ithut ayîg u- Iion-deeasd sîenficfhery.But bread that is bad for your health. No dyspi

due stress on a phrase tbrown off under such has been the case, l.nd the "ldead Ho Iiytehna sse si- Toew

the nerve-racking influence of Il blankI corse " has aff orded me une of the ilts od ra? nald-

astomishîieît" and "sorrow" at my1remarkal'le otf My new experiences.

hardibood by "one of the liege m1en ot A. H. REGINALD BULR.R. How bard bad bread is on health. most of at

Natural" (big N, please) "lscience," I The 17niversity of Manitoba, First, it's bard to et the soggy, taste- well baked

beg to inform Dr. Huiler that the' twcn- The' Botanical Department, Dec. 20. less stufl, so many families call bread. liiuh i

tieth section ot the University Act (con-,i To the Editor of the Free Press. Vour appetite rebels against it. idses

solidated statutes, cap. 63) contains Sir--Protessor Btller, in his letter The appetite is wise. Who

these words: ' it shall not be lawtui for published by yoti on December 23rd, It klows wb.at's best.

sas1 Yo can trust it. Give tht

any member of the' counicil. . . 1sy thatin i my letter of December lflth,
to do, or cause, or sufer tu 1bc donc, any- which appeamed in your evening issue of If it doesn't -want a certain bread, can secure

thing that would render if nccessary the, l7th and in your mumning issue of make Up your mind the bread is wrong and keept

or advisable, with a view f0 academical th,'lt, îoîe"t1(pitsh a The appetite la nevrwrng Keeping
-as ftacni(

success or distinction, that any persuni made anmd th:ît 1Il"raised a nuinher of We can safely leave oxir bread to the Royal H

should pîirsmle the' study ut any mntterial- .i<e istues, wbich have nothing what- judgmerit ut the appetite. ý0 Send tor

istic or sceptical systei ut logic, or men- ever te do with the tacts upon w'hich Once one has tasted Royal Household ~d~
tai or moaral philuaophy." Now, asithe tbeory ut ovolution is based." bcd aeja igtb olwn h Don't vý

those wbo ither reject Christianity or Allow ne te say, Sir, that 1Il"avoided" eIlv ha ersen will accept no other. We send

fapologize it in a nitaphor generally nothing; I simply postponed bis points. o ' ca sftadtseescon
- diftino iateiaisii,1 tink1 m js-The words I1xsed prove this. I wrote!, J,;t

- tifiod into pufting to Dr. IBuler a quies-: "lBetore enteritig upon any argument,

-tion 1which wiil serve, su to spcak, t0 I wish to draw attemtioti to the' mostofayielwsnesrl ata-allnsc

-clear the decks for action.'My ques-- strikingsemtelîce ini Dr. Buller's letter." fayieiI'sncsliya ta-alue

tion is sinipiy this: Dues I)r.Huler1 And t urther on I wrute: " I think 1 am 1 e oaleoin u ulywsto.

yhold thae spiritualify and im nîortaiity justifled i u tu oD. ulra us a passionate hater of Christianity. His bas been

ut the' huniaunsoul? Upon bhis answer tien which wili serve, su f0 speak, towaiig in hosincer towan ien snceretins. B

te this questioni wiil depend my uine ot clear the' decks for action - . . itigi icrt.Nw nisneetos

arguaelt. ponbis tuner 0 tat qeston ii nr, armed wifh varied and recondite refutes ti

asrIuhen. eemonhobliged, totlîroquestonii-linformatioti, cati easily deceive the un- vance of1

d~ Aîes 1toavput off i ifrdtorre lydepeîd xny fine oft tugunent." Surely wary. The barle assertions of such a and înora

d iessto utoffthi inrouctrY ePl 1tbe.ce wurds prove clearly that 1 had mn nupre ypof npr eta os

for a xeek, perhaps Dr. Buler imîglat no intention etf,.hirking the questions mriiu pporfn isied y rotinspre no that noby

do likewisc, aiid an'-wer my queostionL urged by the iearned protessor. Neî-trs.Eebiimdatinrncslzdy

t, mext Saturday. This would givo both' ther did I "raise a nunbr utfide issues tom observed tacets were otten at tauit, some civi

îe ut uis busyme more tm od utc!wihhv ohngwaee od as in the case of his f amous " Bathybimis," *oming of

m> itef ojsiewih aentigwaee 0d which bie discuvcred, christened and among th,
,e f0 a very im1portant subject. - with the- tacts i111which the tbeory iumhnl rcamdt h oi ig r

ie 1EI RMOD i o evolution is baased." Prufessor BulI as "la vast sheet ot living matter en- monotheh

e 't. Boniface, lIce. 16. fer adds that my quotation trom an acf euii h hl amhbnahtefiPg

To the Edifor of the Froc Pres. of parliarnexit ant Il"ait, expression utoaf "anhîhwaIlo ejcedsti o
re Sir-In answer t ahr uiod pno ntemseisoftmn'ls.1 as an whe wsso rjcdsn g,

melu Fte Dumnd pmino-temstre mt 1 with derisive iaughfer by his tellow has been

1lemebegin by off ering himm my sym- ner lite are- quit e ix relevant ini this con- scientiafs, who tound if to be nofhing risc fo a

Lupatby ib is iliness, wbicb, lhe states, nectior.'l Tht' -. nuniber et side is-, u omo h acu at fsa hndc

re put off bis repiy f0 BLy letter for a wcek. sue-1 is thus reduccd to two, aîad t bey wafer. Ilaeckci is a biffer toc ot ail certain ai

eIn accordance with bis rcquesf, I hatve are net side issues at tul. Tbey are, helievers in a personal God. Bis ",Rid- widesprea

dlayed a tcw days before scriîg you! un the' cenfrary, extrenaely relevantdeoth'Unvr"isa igcamd-htmo

i this communication. . te the mrain qes utnofthe rgno deo h niesl sautlgclme-ta o

iw In nmy letter ut i)cc.0,1 questa* ht pins1 Ose rigia- ley ut unproved affirmations, shamnelesa was ver-

rh il 
disturtions ut ofTheism iand Christianify, higber mi

Ftrotg r Drummondtoma pr oce- bistu-riaif onthe hune and, andonth' spi and shallow aophistry. "These be thy thougbtl
"stlirnD 1 ruiouts'that ata as etJusc.ri~aaliin on theoebumaansou1aonthe utpir-i est scne rmalwrai-a n i-Temtraitcve htee a, sgod," 0 Btîller! vance.

se' aertomalcraia ertand!i-Tt'naeitlsiuiw htee mt nthe' tace ot such worship ut mater- to find it,

r- 1 setdepaialyfo ol seovd.oi rt net ialistic herues I maintain my right fo day. On

tbat there are Iloverwhelming argur- is certainly repugnant to the traditions eiva.tgocl ysor" ,"othnei

Oments against the' theory ut the' progress ut wbat bas iitbe'rto beeu a aChristianreie ctorciys"r"nf0heve

iftofmati." Ialso' pointed ouf how ii- siyand tu dismiss a plin,thqusin nrca

,,snosyIlsrsity, .rdDues Prutessor BuIler hold that the' povingi

id logical is the positioni ut those who ad-sritrad interrogation bearmng soui of man is a spiritual substance? appaliing

lemit evolution for ail animaIs e"cept directly on the urigin ut the human sôulisinoI ytrofheinrlfIlatfw

ý mati. with the' remark that it is an imelevantbuadietnfrc ro elmtrygsiv

x- In repiying, Father Drunimond bast" expression ut opinion un the . bu drctifeecetrmelmntr gesie

t-avoided these points, and bas raised a ut mati's inner lite," is a distinct and scogiadt.Onhsquton Prp

up nmb utofsxue issues, which have no- weak avoidance ut the crucial question. aeba math',dscrnet rumeanta-o- lin,

ir. thigwaee od wth te tactsI Protessor Bulier dues not merely ad- antm 'sdce fo annhr-linf

vo upun whîch the' thcory ut evolution 15 jourti bis repîy to my onblk ques- poid aple. If Protessor Buller again iliogical1

to based. Quotations - u a t fpri-to;h refuses puîngive an shirks the issue I declipe ail further at mati.'

an etadan expression ot opinion on He then proceeds f0 defeiid bis own Gasfl kesaouogoss ndanunwxl

Dmthe' mysteries ut man'i' mcmlite are posti anilGappeal fe abot authoridanfy.a

eal y.a irrelevant it' orpesdonotsthismewihpositionge s

quit e irlvn i hsconnmectitît. Even if bis sweeping assertion were corpes do m orie. menwith anl r- Ifc s

e, The main issue raîscd in yotir coiumris true, that I"biologists" that is f0 saygmnaietre vni i r-tcs

inadjustiy recognix'ed by yoîîr corres- of course, "Iall" biologists, "do not esrBlr'wodwr aint eexnii

lia pondent, "Hl", in bis letter on "Thet' hitik the matter open for tuther dis- morewh h det-h ouiizd stil havebst o s

a. Ancestry ut Mat," is clear cnough. Is cussion among themseîves," this wouid moreetn hit thinescniv ie wold t-bu et

an man descended fom a lower animal, or nut be conclusive for the indepelidett thîeopeinto thkerse untemy s e. Thand mcr

Ime r iot? Biologits hav'e long ari- thinker, who looks for proofs, 'lot great w iiinio thepatesl olermbas sThiasd m
owiswredthequestinkinthet'imativoeinesnor a popular verdict on hatshown in the. practica wtredutn is Thais lun

""and do mt even thiktemtropnit'e masses cannot undt'rstand. But b h'tc httt nvra mgn

lly for urhrdicsinautg h'm it is not truc that ail biuiogsts huld Cyciopedia, prblished in 1900, dccmcd such use

1111- sev eTh'dicusion ao thbul- mt sdecn ro oeraiaifneccssary f0 have two articles on nut scier

leir sevs hiocuino h -l-;mnsdsetfo oe nml Evoiution, une for, the other against.

gîsts, une ut tht' most important utf In England, perbaps, where tht' glaînor Tefmnrapasvvdyf h'ia t o

modemn science, bas, if une naay judge ot great namnes, sncb as those Who- ghnafioxma y aumulaing unpovde ias- S.-oi

wer by currexît lit crature, been aiso ac- Protessor Huiler mentions, bas xnore sefgina , tht' culatcinc npes thas

sti- cepted bytiost educatt'd peuple who weigbt with uxphilosophical sciefltists certixasetat ovicsth n

ist- hve hou aoutthesibject. Not- than the cugency ut direct proofte tellect by lucid easoning on well as-

howitbstanding, Father Druininond bas may be a sort ut general aceeptance ut0J

ac- taken upon hîtiscîft fhe responsibiiity tht' theory ut man's simian descenit; As i toresee that Protessor Hulefr may

ýory ut stating in public that there is Iluver- but this is not tht' case in Fraxnce and retfuse tu give a straighttorwamd answcr

Lgem wheiming evidence" disprovitig man's, Germ. ny. Quatretagt'5 objections tu f0 n'y quemstion, I will bring this ictter 1

t fevolution. 0f course, Father Dum- t tb1 theory bave ritvt'r heen answeretî, to a close by setting myscîf right -with The Wh

tr-mond may lbe righf, amad sncb nen as Ianti Virchow sai' nu sufficientfproots ihoulilodroesu HIer.oiî>a

Darw-n, Wallace, Huxley, Romanes, uf mati's pithecoid urigen. Tht' five presentment utfîty case. As I said in mation aic

Haeckel and any vboer havenwhose naines aeflourished before rmy ictter ut December 20, "tht' report I1railroad a

his spent a great part ut their lives in me as if fhey ougbt f0 make nie hide my which Dr. Huiler qîutes trona your col1- urte

patiently and dispassionafely examin- diminisbed bead, were ail materialists unîmîs, though substantiaily correct s laws. conI

mng a firs han tht'tact upunwhichaxidail, xcep Wallce an pcraps tm asif «geil; veryinconptesiccorcd
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of mental and moral perfec.
Iexpressly admitted that there
1progress in many lines, es-

n natural science and inven-

Ltit 1 maintained that history

te theory of the continuai ad-

the entire race in intellectuai
rl porfection. History shows

savage tribe ever becamne civi-

its own endeavors, unaided by
vilized peopie; that, until the

Df Christ, religions ideas, except

1e Hebrews, instead of impro-

cw steadily worse. passing front

ùsm to the grosseslt polytheism,
in Rome worshipped ten thon-
ds: that the life of ail nations

,a story of early improvement
Lgreater or iess erinienice, and

ýay. While adnîittinig that*a

Lmouflt of education was more
ead nowi'than in the past, 1 held

)st of that so-called education

ry superficial and that in the

ralms of deep and consectitive

there was no real, general ad-

As to moral perfection, 1 failed

tchronicled in the records of our

)n the contrary, 1 referred to a

-y recent article in one of the

in magazines, deploring and

:with a wealth of statistics the
tg increase of crime within the

wvears in that most " pro-
"1 of nations.

iPs this is what Professor Buller

-al a logical application of evo-

for "it seems" to him "quite

to stop short in its application
." (I.etter of Decemberilo.).
lly logic has- îiothing to do with

trranted extension of evolution.

concerned with deductions from

If the weight of f acts is against
ag evolution to mnan, logic muist

trt. What does iiot stop short

>blindly ahead, is a love of sym-

a wish to rounLd out the theory

aprove iti; ge ral appearance.
ve and wi4h ring front the

ation, ii,î. fro;n the intellect, and

se of the imagination is certainiy
entific.

LEWIS DRUMMONI), S.J.
iface, Dec. 31, 1904.
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