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THE TRUE WITNESS AND'

CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

Ty Intst UNDER SEcRETARYSHIP.—Rumor is once
‘more at work'as to who will be‘thq 'Un_der‘ Secteiary
for lreland ofthe Aberdeen Admiinistration; and the
-ditficnlties which appear to stand in the way of this
office being filled up, may faifly be regarded asalype
of the position of Gdvernment. - The office has been
placed at the disposal of several parties; u‘n‘(l the pub~
lic wére assured that Mr. Villiers Stuart hadl “actually
accepted it. 'Nay, more, it was even gfinounced by
a local journal that that gentleman had left his resi-
"dence in the country to enter upon the duties of the
-office. 1t now turns out that conditions ¥ere impnsed
upon him which were not to be _bm"ne., The situation
is, therefore, @aain vacant. The :l're{zq!an’s Journal of
Saturday merning hints at Mr. Sadleir becoming the
Irish Under-Secretary, to mdke arhends for his defeat
-at Carlow. Dire will be the disappointment of some
-of the place-hunters if this ramor turns out 1o be well
fomnded. [t is also said that Mr. Henry Meredith
-will be the new Under Secretury.—Dublin Evening
‘Parkel.

Discoveny oF Iron Mrves.—A most important dis-
‘covery of iran (says a local paper) has been made,
within the last few days iu the county of Watesford,
‘between Currahmore and. Carrickbeg; and alrendy
miners are at work, and hopes are entertained that the
yield will prove productive. The preliminary opera~
tions have been undertaken under the immediate so-
perintendence of an Eunglish Mining Company, at the
head of which is said to be Baron Rothschild. In
consequence of the siceess which has already attended
the labors of the miners, it is expected a regalar num-
ber of men will be set at werk in the ¢ diggings® with-
ont further loss of tisme. [t appears the discovery was
made some time aso by a person who had become ac-
quainted with mining, geology, &ec., at the Bonmahon
mines; and that on his urzent and repeated represen-
tations to capitalists in England, a sum of money was
advaneed which will ennble a few shalts to be_sunk,
aund the business undertaken spiritedly. The district
‘is said to contain a vast quantity of iron, and the result
of the experiment just made is very satisfactory.

Mr. Wmnnian Dancan’s UsperTaxres.—This
‘gentleman, the fouuder of the Irish Crystal Palace,
towards which lLie has -contribnted £26,000, has em-
barked largely in othe: public works for the carrent
year. Helsthe chief promoter of three bills in the
present session, which present the unusual feature of
having only three persons ta each of them, al-lhough
incorporated joint stock companies. The bills are
« Publin and Wexflord Railway,” Capital £200,000,
of which Mr. Darcan subscribes £65,000; ¢ Kerry
and Clare reclamations,” the expeunse of which can-
i1of be much less than £200,000, and Mr. Dargan 1s
nuderstood 10 take uearly the whole.—Limerick Chro-
nicle.

The Galway Packet informs us of warlike prepara-
tions in its nelahiborhoad :—A large war vessel is daily
expected at this port, for the purpose of enralling sea-
men for the navy. It is supposed that the bad-
ness of the times will coerce several of our stout
Claddagh fishermen, who, with very little training,
would becomne first-rate hands, on board a man-of-war,
to join the service.”

Lanprornisd 1N Tis County Doww.—It appears
‘that the tlyeats held out by Mr., Stewart, of Ards, to-
wards the tenantry on his ‘county Down property who
had the ¢ audacity ® to vole conscientionsly at the
late election, were so far carried into effect as thata
number of ejectmerit processes were served for the
Newry quarter sessions. We are gratified now 1o be
able to state that Mr. Stewait has not consummated
this measure of injustice.  'We have it on good author-
ity that the cjectment netices served on the Gilford
tenantry, and which were on for hearing at Newry,
have been all withdrawn. Tt may now be the proper
1ime lao state, to Mr. Stewart’s credit, that even in l_he
days of his error anything that he did was done with
the greatest candor and openness, and in this respect
his conduct offers an honorable contrast to the ather
landlords in the coanty Down whe, we are informed,
ave silently earrying oot the measures which he only
‘threatened against their Lapless tenantry.—Northern

Whig.

Tur Lixey Trane.—The quantity of linen exported
fram Newry during the past week has exceeded that
of any similar period {or some time, having amounted
to no less than three hundred and seventy-six packages.
~ Newry Telegraph.

Prospeets ror Soricrrors.—At the Skibbereen
-quarter sessions, which were held last week, there
were just 59 civil bills entered, to be divided amonast
‘ten professional gentlemen who attended.  The crimi-
nal business was usoally light, and only in two or
‘three prosecutions were the legal gentlemen employed.
At the quarter sessious held m May, 1848, there were
4,000 processes entered.— Coric Examiner.

A Movixe Bor.—A curious instance of this natoral
phenomenon took place on thre 3d inst.; on the lands
‘of Enagh Monmore, in the west of the eounty Clare.
A tract of bag, of about a mile in circumference, was
perceived to be deeply fissured, and shortly afterwards
the whole mass commenced to move in an easterly di-
vection, and continnel in motion for 2¢ hours. In
‘that period it accomplished a movement of about 80
perches to the east of its former position, and the re-
sult has been the exposure of 2 quantity of bog tim-
her, which was previously covered with peat to the
“depth of 15 feet. The canse of the landslip is sup-
posed to have been the accumulation of water in a
slough which occupied the centre of the bog. It now
‘covers a piece of ground from which the turf had been
‘eitll away.

At the Limerick quarter sessions, the barrister gave
't decree against Mr. Daniel Hanrahan, at the suit of
Mr. Robert Hunt, tor * balance of rent remaining due
tn the last gale, amounting to four-pence! Mr. “Hont
having levied two distresses in August and October
{or the last rent remaining due. The motive assigned
by the defendant’s counsel for this unusual proceed-
ing was, that he voted for the Liberal candidates at
the Jate city election.— Limerick Reporter.

Deatr Fuont Destrrurion.—On Thursday last two
_pauper boys, named John Sullivan and Denis M«Car-
thy, from Tralee, were taken up for begging at Cork,
and ordered to be sent home. They were accordingly
conveyed to Macroom that evening, and were de_asxred
1o ¢ tramp it*? for. the rest-of -the way. On calling at
‘the relieving.officer’s for a night’s lodging they were
tefused, and had to lie out on the road. The following
night they did the same, their request for lodging
being again repulsed. On Saturday they called agsin,
and; being réfused a-'third time; M‘Certhy’ died of

<old 'and hunger. Sullivan, in eonsequence, returned
-again'to Cork. It was directed thu? he should beagain
sent home. _

Honicrve—CounTy Mavo.—A yonng man named
Golding, the son of a respectable widow resident in
Castlebar, expired at the Mayo Infirmary on Wednes-
day last, from the effects of wounds received ina
quarrel on Chrisimas -night. John F. Burke, Esq.,
R. M., and a respectable jury were engaged for two
days in investigating into the facts of the case, who,
after a patient foquiry, ecame te the conclusion of find-
ing a verdict of Manslaughter against @ person named
Plunket, who has been made amenable.

Tue Convier Kirwan.—The Boyer mystery has
been solved. The man died a natural death, and was
interred in the ordinary way, at Killshandra, in the
county of Cavan, These facts have been discovered
by Mr. J. Knight Boswell, a highly respectable solici-
tor of this city. He has oblained a certilicate from
the proper officer of the parish of Killshandra, to the
effect that William Boyer Blake was iuterred there in
the month of. November, 1841. It can be proved thai
.this man was. the identical person of whose murder
Kirwan'is now accosed, Hetook the name of “Bluke,®
it is stated, for the parpose of concealing hintzell from
his wife. The magistrates of the head office of police
have refused to accept this cestilicate as evideuce, in
the present stage of the chzrge; but Major Brown-
riga, one of the chiefs of police, gives it publicity.—
It 15 siid the police have discovered more human bones
buried withiu the precinets of the residence formerly
occupied by Kirwan, and, of course, rarzor at once
identified them as the remains of Boyer.

GREAT BRITAIN.

‘Buaxise oF THE SAINT Grorcs.~—By the arrival of
the General Steam Navigation Company’s steamer Sir
Edward Banks, which brought over three of the sur-
vivors of the emigrant ship St. GGeorge, we give the
details of the abandonment of that ill-fated vessel.
What renders the catasirophe more shocking is, that
the whale of the unhappy beings who perished were
women and children. The vessel sailed from the
Mersey on the 24th of Nov., taking out 141 emigrants
for New York. With the exception of four, the whole
of the emigrants came {rom Irelaud. She was well
provided for, carrying a fire force pump, besides a new
life-boat she had Torr other boats sufficient 1o hold the
entire ship’s company and passengeis. The vessel
would be abont 1,200 miles south and westward of
Cape Clear, when smoke was first discovered. It
seems that no fire wasobserved atall, the vesse! being
enshrouded in thick and stifling smoke. When the
Orlando came in sight, the first 1wo boats that left the
ship coutained Captain Bairnson and al} the crew with
the exceptiou of tive hands. They heard that the
reason of Captain Bairnson and hisofficers leaving the
ship was to fucilitale the transit of the bouts with the
passengers to the Orlande. He never returned. At
thie time Captain Bairaston and his officers 100k to the
boats the passengers were crowding the main rigging,
expecting to be taken in them, but none wete allowed
to go. In about an hour and a half they saw the life-
boat returning to the ship, but on approaching within
half a mile ot us, those in her beckoned to round the
ship again to get closer 10 the Orlando, which they did,
and bore on far about half an hour, when she hove to.
During the successive trips of the life-boat on the first
day of the disaster, the people had, so terrific was the
rolling of the Si. Ceorze, to watch the boat’s rising on
the top of a wave inorderto jump in. Two lost their
lives in the attempt.  After the fifth trip no oue was
left on board that conld manage the vessel. Two other
trips were made after this. The Orlando had two boats
but it was not safe to launchthem. She remained by,
but had no communication during the night, aud the
storm raged more foriously. Atdaybreak, the follow-
ing morning, Captain Bairnsou asked who would vo-
lunteer to go off to the St. George to save the lives of
the passengers. Off they went, and ia the {course of
an hour and a half sveceeded in getting “alongside.
Still there were no means of assisting the passengers,
and the only chance for them to reach her was to
jump, but fear and terrar seemed to have seized tham,
Several missed the boat and were lost. No one was
saved who fell overboard. The boat made several
trips before night, and on each trip brought away some
of the passengers. Captain Bairnson never left the
Orlando. He urged those who went off in the trips 10
save the poor creatures, to tell them for Gad’s sake to
jump in, it was the Jast lime thal the boat would come,
and there was no hope of saving them. Captain
Bairnsen would have gone off, but the crew objected
to his going. The poor creatures who were lelt con-
sisted entirely of women and children—on calling over
the names of those on board, some fifty were ascer-
tained to be missing. They never atlerwards saw any-
thing of the St. George. The next marning Captain
Bairnson, who was in a dreadful state of mind, called
the men logether, and asked whether any of them
would volunteer to risk another attempt with him to
rescue the unhappy creatures, adding that it was a
horrible thing to abandon the wreck while so many
poor things were on it. None would volunteer to go,
every one being convinced an attempt would prove
fatal. Captain White and Captain Bairnson, with the
officers of each vessel, held a consultation as to the
best course to be pursued, when it was agreed that
they could do no more towards rescuing those on board
the wreck.—John Starr, one of the passengers com-
plaius bitterly of the conduct of Captain Bairnson. He
says, ¢ Had he remained to direct the terrified pas-
sengers in making their escape, the whole of them
might have been saved. T don’t think that the boat
macde altogether more than twenty trips. I am posi-
five it was not sixty-four, as has been represented ; it
was impossible for it to have done so, in consequence
of the distance of the two ships from each other. Ido
not know why the Orlando wis kept so fur off, except-
ing that it was feaved that the St. George would blow
up.

Scorcw Marriaces.—In arecent case at the West-
minster Police-court, involving the validity ot a Scotch
marriage, a Mr. James Law said he was acquainted
ed with the Scotch practice, and gave it as his opin-
jon that the marriage was legal: that a man in Scot-
Jand was often married without knowing it; that a
sweep or apple woman might perform the ceremony,
and it would still be a legal marriage, if the two per-
sons declared themselves man and wife § and that it
would be equally legal if the bride and groom were
drunk, provided they could say « Yes” and « No.

During the year which has-just ended 291 clérgy-
men died, and thereby caused the transference of

ecclesiastical revenues to the amount of £104,449!

THE QUESTION OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.
(From the Times.)

~We must say that the state is gery unsuccessful in

the atlempt to inspire the wholesome apprehension of

blood for blood. Murders of the most open and atro-

cious character are almost daily perpetrated on the

‘deliberate calculation of escape. What with techni-

calities aud what with palliations, a loophole, it is
thought, will mest Likely be found. The murderer,
after hearing his awful sentence, returns to his cell
with scarcely less expectation of life than when he
left it for his trial, aud’ does not give up hope as long
as the breath is in his body. The examples we shall
give are the most recent.  Horler murdered his wife
in the most cruel, treacherous, and open way. The
usual plea of insanity preferred by his counsel had not
a shadow of proof, and there was no alternative bat to
find him guilty, to sentence lim to death, and carry
that sentence into execution.  Yet we read in our own
columns i— :

s Notwithstanding the desperute and aggravated cha-
racler of the crime, 1t would seem that ihe miserableman,
almost to the very last howr of his existence, wos actaat-
ed by an opinivn that his life wonld not be laker, and he
frequenily expressed an opinion that he should cither be
imprisoned for life or transported; and in the latter case
ke evidently anticipated that he should e very much het-
ter off, as he said he had no dovht tha! he “should soon
ohtain a fickel of leave, und that he should eventually be
completely resloved to Liberty in a counivy wheve he might
have a good chunre of bettering his condition.” A

In fact, it appears that Horler, who could butcher
his young wife in 2 horrid manner, had him=elf the
greatest possible horror of death.  Phat was the sole
molive at all sufficient to restrain him from erme. A
short servilnde in Australia, winding up with a trip to
the ¢ diggings,’ was the vision of happiness that illn-
mined the gloom of his cell, and made him spure no
effout to get his sentence commuted, He sent al} the
prison authorities, sheriils, depaties, Chaplain, and all,
with « long petition, drawn up by himself, 10 Lord
Palmerston, who very properly let the law take its
course. But life was all that this destroyer of life
seemod to care for, except that, like otlier craven
wretches, hie had no less dread of pain than of death.

¢ From the very first the wretched man appeared to
entertain the ntmost fear of death, and this feeling not
*only related to the dread of the loss of existence, but
to the budily pain he expected he should have to un-
dergo, aud those who were about him say that, in their
long experience, they do vot recollect ary case where
a prisoner entertained such a dread and horror of capi-
1al punishment, and 1t was evident that no punish-
raent, however dreadful, conld have been suggested
that the wretched man would not have williugly sub-
mitted to, so that his life was spared.””

Nay, the ruling passion proved strong even in death,
for when the bolt was drawn,

¢ 1t would seem that even at this moment the cul-
prit was aetuated by a desire to struggle for his life,
as, at the monent the drop was let {all, he made a
spring as well as he could to the side, and had nearly
succeeded in placing his foot upon the edge of the
flooring, besides an ineflectual attempt to raise his
hands and seize bold of the tope.”?

James Barbour, who took a friend out walking, and
killed him for his money, exhibited jus! the same in-
difference to every other consideration but the hope of
life. Inspired by this feeling, he systematically de-
nied his crime to the last; wrole letters to his rela-
tions and {riends protesting his innocence ; remarked
flippantly that the condemned seimon ¢¢iwas a very
impressive discourse, and very good for those to whomn
it might apply ;* declared that <he knew himself
best, and bad made his peace with God ;*? asked for
prayers and hymns, still keeping up the tarce of in-
nocence ; and only at the very last, when the Chap-
lain in answer to his question, told him there was
really no hope for him, confessed, ¢ Well, Sir, [ am
guilty ; and afterwards added, <« I am the ouly guilty
person.” MHad this man been reprieved we should
never have lad a confession, and many wonld have
believed him innocent. The certainty of death made
him confess, as it would undoubtedly have prevented
the crime. There have been so many instances lately
of men brazening it out, and getting off hy pushing
their own assertions against the whole world, that the
success of such criminals cannot but have a bad effect.
It appears to be forgotten that when a man has an
ignominious death hanging over his head, the love of
life takes almost exelusive possession of his mind.
There is nething he will not do or say for it. If he
could murder, rob, and lie before forthe sake of money
or revenge, how much more will he lie to any extent,
and with all the art in his pawer, to suve hisown life ?
Till within two hours of his death Barbour was utterly
impenitent. Both Hotler aud Barbour illustrate the
desperate efforts that men will make to avert from
themselves the catastrophe they have been ready to
inflict upon others. This wholesome terror has been
much abated of late, and we do not wonder at it, lor
the convict has only to retain a clever attorney and
zet a few silly philanthropists to 1ake up his case, to
deny his guilt stoutly to the last, and to write letters,
meditations, and verses declaring bis innocence, and
respite, reprieve, commutation, and perhaps pardon,
are sure to follow in regular series.

Tue 8t (Rovan lrisgy Hussars.—A fracas oc-
curred in Nottinzgham betweern a number of mechanics
and a party of the Sth Hussars on Sunday evening last,
which, it is feared, will terminale in serious conse-
quences. A vast amount of contradictory evidence
exists as to the origin of the disturbance, but the fol-
lowing, we think, may be relied upon:—It appears
that on Sunday evening lasta party ef the Sth, amount-
ing to about thirty, met at their house of call, the
Milton’s Head, Derby-road, and were quietly spending
ibe evening, as usnal. A soldier, much fintoxicated,
came out of the street into the public-house. The
Landlord, perceiving his state, very properly advised
the man to retarn to barracks. The solier, however,
persisted in entering, and, instead of joining his com-
rades upstairs, walked into a voom fiiled with other
company. In a very short time high words arose,
and some of the men who were present state that the
soldier challenged any one of them to fight. Upon
this a general row commenced; the soldiers occupy-
ing the upper room came down 10 assisttheir comrade,
and in a short time the honse was cleared. ' It was
then found that the intoxicated soldier had received
some dangerous wounds. The crown of his head had
been laid open by a fender, which had been used in
the affray.  In.the course of a couple of hours a cab
and an escort were sent for him, and he was conveyed
tothe barrack hospital. - Thiesavage attack so eniaged.
the men of the 8th that on Monday evening upwards

of twenty, armed with short bludgecns, came into the
town in search of theiropponents,” In thisthey failed,
none of the belligerents making their appearance.—
The matter, however, did not rest here, for on Wed-
nesday evening, about half-past six, one of the 8th
was walking towards the barracks, in cempany with
a fishmonger of the town of the name of Thompson,
when they were suddenly attacked by a number of
their antagonists, and the ‘soldier received a blow un-
der theright eye from some sharp instrument. Thomp-
son and the soldier immediately tock refige in the
Miltan’s Head, and thusescaped further injury, Thi«
latter attack has more than ever incensed the men of
the 8th, and it is to be feared thal serious results will
follow. Colonel Shewell, we have heard, is doing all
he can to prevent a_disturbance, and we hope his en-
deavors will not be ineflectual.— Times. [lt ap=
pears from o latter report that the ill-feeling between
the mob and the soldiers has subsided.]

Ttix Friesps oF Tue Manian—We ( Tublel) qnote
the following passages from an aricle under this
heading which appears in the Guardion of Jan. 121
It is the anly instance we have yet met witli in the
discussion in which a Protestant paper has had the
courage 1o puint out the disgusting incousistency ol
the fanatics of the Roden and Cullen Smith crew i—
“ Though we can aceept for onrselves in its falt os-
tent the argurnent for religious liberty, and can urae it
on Nalian or Austrian magistrates with @ clear cou-
science, whenever the right oceasion presents itself,
we ave at a loss 10 understand how many who make
use of it can reconeile it with other paits of their own
conduct,  We do not comprehend the losic of those
who can draw a distinction between rival forms of re-
ligion for the purpose of enforcing a syslem of non-
interference on the oue side, which on 1he other they
habitaaily scorn. 1 2 man has a right to his owh
beliefl as against Roman Catholie governments, he
must have an equal right to religions Iiberty aguinst.
Pratestant parlinsnents; it he ought uot to be interfer-
ed with on aceount of his faith by Tuscan policemen.
so neither onght he to be intimidated by an English
mob,  Yet it 1s no other thun Lord Shafiesbury him-
selfwho has publicly expressed his regret that the
laws of England are not heavy enouzh to crush his
theolagical opponents, and, in default of that leaisin-
tive sopport, has uppealed to popnlar iudignation
against the fellow Christians whom it is his liabit 1o
denounce. On more than one oceasion, when theze
meetings have produced the natural result, and au
auditory inflamed by the eloquence of the platform
orator have proceeded to inflict actual insult or injury
on his opponents, his party have uccepted with ui-
dissembled  satisfaction the consequences of theit
appeal 1o the populace. No member of the Exetor-
hall sehool has ever expressed regret for the outrage
iu Pimlico, or for the insult to an English Bish(f-,:,
which their own harangues scemed to have invited.
Yet, surely, if they were sincere iu their desire to pro-
tect religious liberty, they would have earnestly pro-
tested agninst all such infringements upon its enjoy-
ment. They could not have been really agmrieved s
the prohibition of Seriptare-reading, as a breach of
freedom, wheu they encouraged a forcible interferencs:
with public worship. It is easy to imagine a rejoin-
der from the government of Tuscany 10 these zealons
gentlemen, couched in some such terms as these :—
*Your lecture on toleration, when interpreted by your
own praclice, presents some diffienlties 1o onr Ttalian
apprehensions. We are told that there is a religions
sehool in your country to which your are opposed, and
which you endeavor by all means in your power 1,
exterminate. We are informed that you make in-
flammatory speeches at great public meetings, that
you have jormed hostile associations, that yon fill your
ceuntry with agilating circunlars, of which ihe who'e
purport is to stir up a feeling of hatred and eumity
against these religionists. We understand that your
law forbids you to’imprison heretics ; but that you use
every engine within yonr reach to lower the eharacter
and restrain the liberty of your opponents. If you
think this to be your duty, why may not we, on equally
conscientions principles, prevent our subjeets from de-
praving the minds of their Chrigtian neighbors by
lalse doctrine 7 If your system of toleration requires
you to annoy and denounce these who differ from yon, ,
why may not we, who make no sneh profession,. ebey
our own conseience, and keep the fnitg of our subjects
unpolluted 2 Or, it it is vight in your case to stir up
multitudes, and appeal to popular prejudices against
what yon think corrupt doctrine, how is it wrong fur
ns to employ the machinery of our Christian Jaws
against heretical propagandists? , .. ..... The
truth seems to be that the lriends of religious liberty
in Tuscany are not always its advocates at home.
The benevolent travellers, who would scoth the sufler-
ings of the Madiai by their sypathy, have shown no
backwardness to procure for the objects of their own
dislike an equally intolerant treatment a¢ the hands of
bigotry and faction on English ground.””—~ Gua: diun.

A colored man named Alred Thomas Wood has
been preying upon the religions public in England for
some lime past, under the character of the Minister of
the Providence Church in Monrovia, and soliciting
subscriptions for the spread of the gospel in Liberia.—
The Liverpool Clergy, of course, recommended him to
Ltheir Christian friends, but some aone less zealons for
the faith, or less credulous had him apprehended at
Hull on a charge ot obtaining money under false pre-
tences. His Lrial came off last week, the charge was
proved, and the reverend gentleman commiited to the
House of Correction for eighteen months,

Protestantism v. Catnornicity.—Yesterday one of
the unfortunate victims to Protestant « Porridge and
Soup* returned once more to his former faith.” This
puor creatare with whom we are curselves acquainted,
was seduced in the hour of starvation by the offer of
a bribe of £8 per month 1o abandon his faith and his
God ; but, stung by an evil conscience, he returned
yesterday to the embraces of his fond and afiectionate
parent. ~Another, 2 quondam member of the Society
of St. Vincent of Paul, and whose act of renouncing
Popery appears in the Bulwarkof this month, has also
seen his fatal error, and is now waiting to be recon-
ciled to Holy Church, by the Vicar Apastolic of this
district. On the whoale, we believe that upwards of
100 converts have been received into Holy ghurch in
this ¢ity during the year of grace 1852.—~Deo Gratins

is all we can say.—Glasgow Correspondent of Tuam
Herald. ‘ _ .

An extraordinary case of poisoning has occurred at:
Godley, near Manchester, in which 2 man named. ..
Thorniley has delivered himself up-to, justice.on: a
charge of having aided a woman, uamed Brookes, in -
poiscriing her husband about §ix ‘years ago with arse-
nic, Both prisoners have been commitied.




