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A Temperance Discourse, by Rev
W. H H. Murray.

# Think on these things."—Phil. iv,B,
[conTINuED.]

I presumehat we should all stand
agreed in this, that smong aii the
evil babits that man can form, there
is not one so destruct ve of every
thing that men should prize and
for which he oin be prized by
vibers, as the habit of drinking
intozicatir g liguors, It affecis h m
on sll moes of bis nature, and it
affects him only for evil. There is
not one redeeming or alleviating
influence in it. Ir is destructive of
every )nter est which man should hold
dear There ie no danger that a
statement cxn be frumed so broad as
to be chargeable with exaggeratiun,
which eetr forth the evil influence of
drinking babiis on the man or on
the community.

You may take a man in business
life an abk man, evena gifted man,
one who is ripe with the matured
experience vf 2 long commercial
caroer; or¢ who stands in the prime
of life, universally respecled, whose
word is as good as his bond. & master
in the great craft of trade. Now
yoa would think that & man so sur
roundid, 8o suetained, could not be
overthrown. You would say:—
‘There is ¢ man wkhose position is
tecure; his power is high, but there
is 80 much base to it that, like the
Wrumxds, notbing can overturn it

hut o futore he hns before him!’

‘Wll, now, you watch that mun.
He begine to drink. Qcca-ionally
ot first, in a gentlemanly sort of
way, * He is all right, people say.
‘1t he loves o glass of wine occa-
siounlly, has:t he & right to take
1t 7' Usdoubtediy., But observe:
Ho begmms to love his wine. He
beg:ns to long for ik, A thirst tor
it is being born in him Withou
zuy alarm in his mind be yields to
it.  Ina yosr ur so, he is no longer
an occasonal, he is a habis.al
dr nker, From wino, as his appe-
tite bas grown by weat it fed on, he
pusses over anu on to the ure of
strovgor stimulan's, These begin
to atlect hum.  They interrupt the
digestive «rgans in the fultiment of
the r finctions  They vitiate his
blood, the .reat nurie of vigorous
thought. They clond his mind.
They purade their evidence in his
iace The, weunken his memory and
ke becomes forgetful. He makes
promises u.d doesnt keep them
Thoy ssp the fow dations of his
veracity He begine to lie to oxcuse
his mistakes and cover his blunders
Whispers beg-n to float in the air.
H. begins to lose muney. " He com-
panions witn fast men  The bills of
his folly m. ltiply agmnst his bank
acoount, The thinggoes onawhile;
£008 L1 08 timé goes on, b-fore the
ecarthquuke s shock. Men feel that
it .5 voming and waitforit. Atlast
the trash 0 mes The great strong.
evenly-bolanced bomness man —a
privce among princes,—is dushed
from his eminence down to the evel
of common men, Ays, down to the
level of the pauper and sot.

You know, merchants sand profes~

si"nal men, that this is not & fancy g blue, never is the sun ro bright,

gketch in that it canoot be d.pli:
cated in real life; for you know
thut it can be duplicated It is not
a picture at al], so much a8 a frame
prepared for a picture; and out of
your own knowldge of men, out of
yovur memory of business associates,
you can recsll far e after face which
you can pat in'o this frame, and
write a real name uudxrneath it,

It were well if the disastrous re
sults or drinking habits were only
seen in Buch connection as we have
sug gested —bueiness connection. It
were well if they cost aman n'thing
but his property, and brought no
disaster to sociaty but finano al dis-
aster, But this is not 1he ca-e It
affects more than the man's business
It destroys more than his property ;
it affects and destroys himeelf And
this is the solewn thing touching the
matter. Property can be lost and
regained. Tempests might sweep
every ship from the seas and in 12
montha those seas would be as white
us ever with salds. TFires can con-
sume your store homses, melt your
irop blocks, and granuiate, by their
excessive heat, your structures of
stope; and yet out of the sashes
ghall rise new walls; the melted
jron be repl:ced; the crumbling
grapite be restored; and commerce
r jo-ce with more adequate equip-
n.ent for her neceesitics, than befo e
the destruction came. But when'a
man i8 wrecked ; when the pillars
of hs virtue are cast down and
broken into fragments; when the
torch of inflammable appetite has
kindled flames w thin his bosom
which feed on the streng h and in-
tegrity of his soul; when this is
dane, & ruin has been wrought in
this city, greater than the winds
make when they pile up wrecks,
greater than fire makes when it re
du.cs warehouses to ashes.

To bring against drinkieg habits
the churge, thut they destray wot
only property but men 1 fo send
for h 1n.o the air & warnis g aga n-t
the r formation, solemn enouh t»
moake even idiots look gr.ve. A
ruined mspn! A man who has been
groat, hns been wealthy, hus been
good. has held and administired
lurge trusta; & man with an immor
tal soul, with possibilities in his
nature which only ete niiy could
realze ;—such & man, ruined, m
estate in mumd, insosl! Bringhim
to me, with or without bis coffin, end
I will take the wreck and remnant
of wha was once a glo ious reing
out 10 the centre of that common
and L wal cal that ci ytoget er;
I will call to the governor of the
state ; I will call to all who love
Buston and the commonwealth, h'gh
and low, and say: Come gather
round me tere and let us m urn a
Yoss greater than if our property had
o'l been swept iuto trneveatre of .he
roa; the loss of a man,’ Yea, and
w.th you all gathered around me
there, thousands of us, s» that the
enclosure would not hold enother
human form, i1t would be allowable
lor me, v..icing your sense of loss.
tocall on all the angels, and the
mercy of the gr at Gud, to mourn
witn us over tve 1 sz of what earth
cannol give, nor Heaven with allits
powe 8 of minis.ration restore; the
loss of a soul, For never is the sky

never are the clouds ro dense above
me that I cannot see, written in
gigantic letters, reaching from pole
to pole the drendful sentence; * No
drunkard shs)l inherit the kingdom
of God.'

[To be continued ]
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T. Ingraham. B.T.D., author of “ Why
wea Believ._tne B.ble " Net 50 cta.

This is & series of simple talks for ch'ld-
ren,on the B.ble interspersed with meany
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