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Among the subjects whieh should occupy the tendhers at the meet-

ings of their associations, I take the liberty of iadicating this as one
of the most important.

I have here to express agrain my regret that so small a numlber of
teachers attend meetings whose utility is so great, and, in bebaîf of
whicb, a certain number amomîg theni, and especially the Principals
and Professors of the Normal Schools, make such commeudable
efforts.

The whole respectfuliy suhmitted,
PIERRE J. 0. CHAUVEAU,

Minister of Public Instruction.
Québec, 24th Marchi, 1869.

Rteport of the Slxth Annuai Conventtion of the
Provi ncial Association of Protestant Teachei-s
otthc Province ot'Quebee.

(Gloncludedfrorn ouî- lasi.)

SESSION 0F TIIURSDAY.

Tho meeting, this înoriin,ý_ after discussiîîg at Soule leng'th questions
of order, listened. to a spieech fi-oi Hon. Judge Day, Chancellor of'
the MeGili Umivcrsisty.

JUDGE I)AYS ADDRESS.

Judge Day saié Thieso assemblages of the teachers of the Proine
which ought to be extended to similar mneetings toi thc Dominion
should.bming about important results. Ilîey slmould guide the legis.
lator and the executive ollicer as weii as the teaclîci. In oi-der to
attain piactical usefuluîess, the Association slîonld aima at being a
substautiai poweîr, wvhichi would comtrol Protestaunt educatioi,, andoiii-
fluence ail the educatioun nf' the counîtry. Ahl that it dîd shou!d look
foiward to resuits iii the législature ou- othierwise, and it would lose
the respect of the people, shîould it wvaste tiîîe il, uuavaîiîîng debates.
Hie spoke with nucli regret with regard to those who ought to
be heu-e. Thc leaders ni publice opiuîîouî should 1)0 here. The uhîiver-
sities should ho represented liore. This should ho oui educatiouial
parliamexît. This could ho douée by the hioîest efforts of imteligent
and thougbtful mon. This was an age of combinations. Combinations
were to-day the power which ruled the world. Combinations, which
résulted omîly in material advamîcement, migh t oniy lead men back to
baîharisun, without the co-ol)eratinn of those wliceh worked upon the
mmnd. Material Rine had passed away, but the mmnd of amîcient Rome
exercised a woîîderful pover over the îvorld to-day. Nothing uemains
of nationîs pnssed away but their î'ecoî-ded thouglits ; and such was the
capital which this Association worked, anîd its respouîsibility should
ho rememhered.

The subjeet of' Prof. Robins' paper on aritlimctic ivas thon takeîî
up.-Iîîspector ilubbard urged the i1mpor-tanice of' oral teacluing of simple
calculations. Pi-nf. Hicks, advised tIe use of paper ii preférence
to the slate. Mi. MeLaugîlin of Suttou advocated the use of the slate.

TEXT BOOKS.

The next question takien up m-as ; "1Is teChaacter of ou-Cauadian
Text-books ail thnt coumld ho desiîed ? -, The question was ably
discussed by Mri. Williansomi, Momitucal ; Imspeetor llubba-d, of Sainît
Fincis ; Iispector Jouies ot' Iuockville ; Messrs. MeLaughlimi nd
Watson, 11ev. Mr-. Slack, Pi-nf. Robinis of' Monitreal -flec weight of
aigu mnut l)eimg t(i the effeet thnt Caumadian Text books are not ail
that could ho desired. An essay ivas îhcuî rend by Mi. Marsteuî of St.
Johns.

sCîîooî. Houas.
The question of the leîîgth of daily attendance in sebools was next

opened by Prof'. Hicks, whio said thnt wboen yotingç lie taugît many of
bis sebolars soven hours aud a baîf per day. MNore" modem riviews 'voie
iii favor of a coumplété chanîge, amîd thu-ee hours bas heen uîged. Ife
did mot fayor, tIc chiange iii ail cases ; tIe systemu might suit four fic
childien of educated p)0F501i wbo wero iii ail circumstances ieaining.
Iu some places, the loniger you coîîld keep tlîe childeu fmoun wbat
they leam-ned at home tIe bettex-. Many now wvorked ail somts of new
subjets-an arrangemnot wvhich did mînt comport with the sbnî-tening
of boums. Some thoughit a teacher unight g-ive bis attention to leading
the sports of the child-em in tho afterîîoouî, but this wvas impossible
In towuîs, at lenst. Prof. Rolbhîis urgred thé shorteningy of the bours.
Sehool instr-uction ivas a very minmute part of edu cation -Physical
education wouîld ho lest carried on in the play giound, and even moral
culture depended more on that tlîan on the mesti-aint of tle sehool-
rooms, even the faculty of aspplication and thought Vie schools couîld
tnot form within its walls. In schools tlic business was following the
thougrhts of othem-s, ot flie traimning nf the mid to oiginal thougbht.

Mr. Lay, of Waterloo, folnwed with a recommendation to grade
tIe heurs of school attendance te the power of tbe scholars. Mr. Doak

said this was tried in lis part of the country but sometimes the boyis
early diînissed got into sciapes.

Mr. Watson, recommended only fivo hours' school, and every Sa-
turday for a holiday.

Mr. Joues thought that the shorteningY of hours might be made the
reward of application.

AFTERNOON 0F SECOND DAY.

The meeting- this atternoon commenced by choosing Montreal as
the next place of meeting, aund electing the following officers for the
coming year: - President, Hon. Mr. Justice Torrance ; Secretary,
Mr. F. llicks; Treasurer, Mir. Jas. McGre gor-all of Montreal.

Prof. Robins reported froni a committee iustructed to open com-
munication with thec Lower Provinces, with a view to the formation
of a Dominion Association. Hie said that auy formai action in the
matter appeared to the committee to be premature. The committee
wvas discbargced.

Mr. Doak of Compton then read an essay on the beat way of pro.
motiug atteudauce at schools. This couli be doue by parents giving
to their children correct ideas of the attractions of school lif*e, an5
thie managers of schools could dIo much by emubellishiug, the 'sehool.
house and grouuds. The teacher could aiso do much do itduce re-
gfular atteudance. Iu the discussion of this question Messrs. William.
son, Ilubbard, Marsten and Roberts, Mr. liemiming, M. P. P., Hon.
L. S. Huntington, 11ev. Messrs. Constable and Wbitten took part.

Mr. B3rown late of Durham Acadeiny introduced a siate used in the
Boston schools anîd pointed out its advantagres.

ELOCUTION.

An animated discussion took place upon the Question"I Should
more( tinie aud attention be devoted to elocution iii our sçhools? '

Mr. Jlubbard openced tlic discussionî and advocated the devotion of
more fimie and attention to élocution. IEev. Mr. Fesseuden of Bolton
was opposed to the prevailing systein declaring that Déclamation was
the best mens of makintg children umnuatural and theatrical. Prof.
l)uff, the Chairman and Hoii. Mr. llurîtingýton, also took part in the
discussion.

EVENING SESSION.

Mr. Joues of the Richmond G'uardirin, opened the proceedinga
with an able essay upon Il Techicial Educatioxi."

110W MANY STUDIES?

Prof. Robins opeued thec discussion on the question. Il How many
studies eould be wiseiy carricd on at once ? " 11e traced in an inte-
restiug manner the natural grrowth of the mind in youth. We shouid
untroduce first those studies which require the perceptive faculties
then those which require the logical powers, and, lastly, those whieh
educate the taste. 0f course there vere some subjeots, such as reading
writing, aîîd aîithmetic, which must 1)0 taught because needed) but
oulside of sucli the above oî-der shou]d be followcd.

Prof. Hicks gave a iist of wbiat subjeets were rcquired now-a-days
of a commou-school pupil, and asked how it was to ho managed. H1e
thought good, easy, correct composition would be a gond test of the
efficiency of a comunon school, for those who had attained to this must
have a fouindation.

Mr. Doak of Compton rend a paper on the causes which tend to re-
tard the improvement of education. The first of these being a laek of
permanent teacbers.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION.

The next question advaiced was,-"l Ought religious instruction to
[ho introduccd iuîto comunon schools ?

The 11ev. Mr-. Lindsay, Rector of Waterloo said that as a minister
of the gospel he could not but desire that there should be some
degi-ce of religions éducation in public sohools. Goverument money
should not 1)0 spent in teaching anythiug of a sectarian nature, but
thc instruction sbould bo as catholie as the seripture itself. Scri pture
history should always ho taught. The managers of schonîs in one
district lad actually been hnllied ont of reading the Bible. This was
not only required in Upper Canada, but a form of prayer was fur-
nisbed. Some veu-y simple text-books on religion might be introduced.

Mr. Roherts, of Philipsburgh, thougît there was nothing in this
question to awake pugrnacity. He had not boen able to find a tangible
or sound argument in cfavor of religious instruction. Tf the question
meant teachimg the doctrines of thc B~ible, it could be no part of the
dnity of the teacher. Seripture history, or devotional. exercises, did
not corne into the question at ail. A text-book could flot ho devised
that would uiot tread on somebody's tocs.

Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of Waterloo, thought the Word of God was
not denominational, and would itself teach religion.

Prof. Robins said the Bible was of ail books the most important,
either iii the light of history or literature, and it was a book of whicl
the people were lamentably ignorant. Neither the Churches nor Sun.

1869.] 197'FOR THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC


