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11S 'MORAL, (iRTNESS.

Until lie had coîîvinced himiself
that a thing w~as noble aîid righit-
tous, and altogether excellent
either in itself or because it was
the destined means to a supremely
righiteous end, lie would flot hiear
of it. The main warp and wvoof
of his life's work lias been simply
honestly sincere. This is obscured
from many by Gordon and Home
Rule. But tiiere wvas no insin-
cerity iii his dealings with Gordonl.
Mistakes there were, no doubt,
many and grievous, but they were
mistakes of honest conviction
based on imperfeet acquaintance

11AWARDEN CASTLE. 0,

It is ridiculous to pretend, witli
Mr. Gladstone's career before us,
that bis course wvas swayed by
calculating self-interest. He wvas
the very madman of politics from.
the. point of viewv of Mr. Worldly-
Wiseman. " No man," said lie,
"lias ever committed suicide so

often as I," and tluat witness is
true. Mr. Gladstone ail his life
wvas the very Quixote of Con-
science. Judged by every stand-
ard of human probabiiity, lie
ruined himiself over and over and
over again. He was always ruin-
ing himself, and ahvays rising,' like
the phoenix, in renewved youtlî
fromi the ashes of his funeral pyre.
Fromn a merely human standpoint
it was inexplicable. But
If riglit or %vrong on this God'a wvorId of ours
Be Ieagued with iiiglher Powers,

tlien the mystery was not so in-

soluble. He believed in tlîe liighcr
Powers. H-e neyer shrank froni
putting lus faitlî to the test, aiîd on
the wvlole, wvho can dcny tlîat for
luis country axîd for lîinisclf lie liad
reason to rejoice in the verifica-
tion of lus wvorking liypothesis ?

" We walk by faith and not by
sighit," hie said once; "and by no
one s0 mucli as by those wlio are
in politics is tlîis necessary." It
is the evidence of things not seen,
the etertual principles, the great iii-
visible moral sanctions tliat meni
are xvont to cail the lawvs of G od,
uvhiclu alone supplv a safe guide
throughl tluis mortal wilderness.
Meni of a thouisand shifts and wviles, look

hiere
Sec one qtraiglitfoi-wai-d conscience put in1

paNvin
STo whi a world: sec the obedient sp)hcre

By bravcry's simple gravitation drawn

î lalI wvt not Iieed thie lesson taughit of ohi,
And by the Present's lips repcated stili?«

'.Ini our- own single tunnood o be bold,
SFortressed iii conscience and imipregnable.

Mr. Gladstone no doubt uvas
oftcn and marvellously succcssful.

SBut sometimes, wlien he uvas nîost
rilut, lie wvas most hopelesslv
l)eaten. The certaintv of failure
did flot daunt lîinî in lus strenuous
struggle. Wlien lie sawv clearly
1vhat ouglut to be donc, lie did it;
aiîd it is tlîis habit of walking ac-
cording to tue liglut that wvas given
him, turning neitiier to the riglit
lîand iior to the left, that lias given
hiiîî luis unique lîold upoîi the
mids and the imagination of lus
countrymen.

One point in which Mr. Glad-
stoiîc wvas subject to much- mis-
apprehlension wvas the resuit of lus
excecclingr conscientiousness. He
wvas so over-accurate that lue often
seenicd not to be accurate at ail.
He wvas so careful to niake the
finest distinctions, to convey to a
lîair's breadtlî his exact meaning.
tlîat sometimes lie seemed to be
refining and quibbling, and creat-
ing loopholes for escape at some
future time. In reality, lie al-
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