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LUMBERING IN BRITIS COLUMBIA.
The activity in lumbcring operations in Brit-

ish Columbia this year far surpasses anything
heretofore known. During the months of
January and February 195 applications for tim-
ber licenses were received and 81 licenses grant-
ed. Owing to the difficuity of prospecting
dlaims in the wiîîtcr, the demand for licenses
does nlot usualiy commence before April. AI-
tbough in every section of the province opt:r-
ations are on an enlarged scale, the greatest
degree of activity prevails in the Kootenay dis-
trict,where mining bas be a large extent given
place to luîîîbering.

Speculation in iniber lands bas accompani..d
the increased lumibering operations. The whole-
sale staking out of limits that lias takeiî place
bas caused considerable excitement and it is
said iliat in too many cases limits %vere pur-
chased witbout lîaving been properly cruised.
Foi this rcason kt is feared that. some jo the
investnients may prove uîîprofltable.

There is likewise reason t0 believe that the
production of lunîber may lie overdone. The
prospective demaîid (rom Manitoba and the
Territories bas been magnif'ied by cnthusiastic
individuals, and %vllile it is truc that the lumber
consumption is likely to increase cach ycar. and
that therc are briglit prospects attend for our
western country, kt slîotld not bc forgotten that
the proces- of settlement must be graduai. Il
is a question %,hcther the capacity of the sawv
milis now btîilt anîd undeî conîstruction is
is stîfficient t0 stîpply the dtmand aliIcast
for the next year or tvo. If -wch i lle case,
it wotild sccm adIvisabic for persons witîb noney

to iîîvest in lumbering enterprises to seek new
fields as far as is expedient, not overlooking
the possibilities of expert trade. British Col-
umbia is well situated geograpbically to supply
the m.frkets of Australia, China, Japan, and
SQuth Af rica, ail large importers of lumber.

THE ALLEGED LUIJBER COMBINE
A fewv nevspapers have recentiy devoted

much space to the doings, or rather alleged
mîsdoings,of tbe Western Retail Lumbermen's
Association, of Winnipeg, and ',y sensational
beadings bave endeavored te %wotk up public
feeling in opposition to a so-calied tru!st. The
laymen in the east nîust surely be of the opinion
that there bas suddenly been discovered some
caref'ully devised plot t0 wreck the fortunes of
the farmers of the wvest and te extract from
their pockets their bard earnings in order te
enrich tbe Illumber kings." Not for a mio-
ment wvould it bie supposed that this same
Western Retail Lu mbermen's Association bad
been in existence for twelve years, that it bad
beid annual meetings whicb were regularly re-
ported by the press, and tbat it!. constitution
and by laws are to-day esserotiaily the saine as
wvhen the association was orginaliy organized.

If an officiai of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company bas been correctly reported,
that corpora:ion bas turned pbilanbhropist, a
change of front wvbich wilI be greatly appreci-
ated by tbe people of Canada, wbo, we regret
to say, bave not ini the past been able to detect
evidences of tbis commendable quality in their
business dealings witb ibat compancy. To fa-
cilitate the shipment of lunîber int the North-
west, we are told that tbe company reduced
frieght rates and offered financial assistance ta
dealers ta enable theni 10 obtain a supply early
in the season. They bave even considered it
necessary in their new capacity as guardians
of tbe rigbts of tbe people to acquaint the local
Governmeîît of the exorbitant prices wbich
were being asked for lumber by manufacturers
and dealers. Ai of which is in striking con-
trast ta what bas in the past been considered
the policy of the Canadian Paciflc corporation.

If there exist a combine which is responsible
for extoruing fromn the consumer fabulous
prices for lumber, such combine should be
abolisbed-. The bistory of tbe association,
bowcver, proves tbat ils object bas nlot been tn
boost lumber prices at every opportunity, but
rather by means of co-operation te bring about
harmoîîy and promote good feeling in the tradte.
Iseenis ilbat the association bas been attack-

cd on the phraseology of ils constitution and
by-laws, perhaps none too carefuily compiled,
rather than an evidence of injury or hardship
îificted upon the buyer of lumber as tbe resuit
of the wvorkings of the association. The con-
tention that the price of lumber bas been id-
vanced unreasonab> cannot be substantiatcd.
Indeed, lumber is to.day seliing at a carres-
pondingly iowcr figure in tbe Nortbwcst tban
in Ontario and other parts of the Donîinion.

It is only reasonable ta suppose that inflated
prices vould encourage the importationi af for-
eign Itîmber, yet each %ucceeding year for tbe
pat tbree years bas sbown a decrei'c in the
quantity importcd ilîte IMaiîobil froi ihC

United States. Tbis ici tbe face of ani increased
consumcption. Here are the figures:

îgoo...............:4,ooo,oo felt.
i1901......... ... ...... 15,835.000
1902.......................... 13,228,000

Of the 1902 inmport sawed boards and dimen-
sion tumber represented 1 1,039,000 feet and
tongued and grooved pine boards 1,285,000
feet. The import of sbingles sbows a stili
greater falling off, declining from ten million in
i9oo t0 less tban twa million kàst year, As the
Minnesota manufacturers are not associated in
any way with the organization whicb bas been
made the subject of attack, they migbt îîatur-
ally be expected te mè5re vigorotisly exploit tbe
Nortb-West lumber market in searcb of the
handsome profits accruing tbrougb the opera-
lion of the trust. An explaniation of the de-
creased import is furnished by Mr. 17. F
Stephenson, Crown Timber Agent at Winni-
peg, who ini bis last report tb the Depari ment
of tbe Interior, says: "The low% rate of dues
charged by the Government enables inantifac-
turers te underseli the imported article, ici ihe
advantage of tbe purchasing settier. Compar-
ing prices for lumber and building materiat in
Manitoba ait the prescrnt lime witb chose for the
same kind and quality in the bordering states,
tbey are considerably iower." Thisstatemcnt,
froni ait impartial source, is aise a refutation
of the charge of exorbitant prices.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
Wînter sawing is bccoming more popular.

Tbe Pigeon River Lumber Company, of Port
Artbur, and the Algoma Commercial Com-
pany, of Sault Ste Marie, operated their milis
last %vinter for tbe first time. Tlîeîr method is
ta dumip the legs mbt a pond ot water wvhich is
prevented froni freezing by a systemn of steam
pipes. It will be interesting t0 iearn whetber
tbe additional expense thus entailed is wvar-
ranted by resuits.

In the diligent search ihat is being made for
a more profitable means of utilizing sawdust,
sonie peculiar tbeories have been advanced,
one of which, of German origin, is te produce
a food for horses by a mixture of sawdust aîîd
other niaterials. The most recent invention, if
it nmay be so termed,will probably be received
wvith greater credence than were maity others.
It is the discovery of Alexander Giassen, of
Aachen, Germany, and, according te the
United States patent dated December, 1902,
is for "Ibte conversion ut cellulose of wvood
or the like int sugar." The maierial is
subjected in a closed vessel te a beat Of 120 ta

145 degrees Centigrade, and is acted upon by a
mixture of sulphurous and suipburic acid, the
variation in the heat required being dependent
upon the quality of the wood used. Tbe
temperature aise very greatly affects the yield
of sugar, any lower temperature than that
stated giving a much smalier return. Birch is
said to require a hemperature of about 130

degrees, and western fir x44 degrees. 'It is
claimed that a yield Of 300 gramns of sugar per
kilo of dry wood or sawdust dan be obtained,
and of the sugar thus praduced from Sa te go
per cent. is fermientable glucose. Sbotild this
discovcr prove te be practicaily and com-
mcrcially feasible, it wvould mean intucl ta tile
lumibçr industry of this çounitry.
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