PIRE = o

THE CRITIC.

18

their services at once, and how they worked! They did a considerable
amount of Jaughing whenever they were alone, and required the most min-
utz direclions for everything they undertook, but they put down carpets and
put up pictures and carried in furniture and unpacked glass aod china, in
fact, they worked with might and main, leaviog to the diiver of the vao
only the task of going to and fro with the goods, which he managed to load
with Martha's assistance.

At noon we unpacked a substantial lunch, and as Bill and John, our new
help, chowed no signs of going home, we spread out a meal on the kitchen-
.able and sent them to it, I never in my life beard mon laugh so much
over sendwiches, hard-boiled eggs and cofiee.

Tu all this time, you may be sure Teddy and I were beratiog those horrid
Townsends at every turn.  We called them sll sorts of names expressive of
meanness and selfishness, hoped their own house would burn down and let
them know how pleasant it was to be turoed out of a home they loved.
We wete sure they were scur, grumpy old bachelors, and we hoped they
would never marry unless it was to some old witch wbo would worry all the
year round, )

All this we sald in confidence to each other, never heediog those quiet,
modest, young men who were £o meekly obeying all vur orders.

The boute was really in very nice order, and mothes’s room as home-
like as we coold make it, when at last the carriage drove up with our dear
invalid, Jim ard Martha, Mother was very pale and propped up by pillows,
and I wes worrging over the pecessity of her walking upstaws, when out
walked our two hired men, acd without any orders whatever raised her
tenderiy and gently, pillcws snd all, in their s1ms, acd carned her upstaus as
carefully as her own sons, had she ever Liad any, could have done.

Jim stared, as well she wight, and Marths mutiered *Holy Mosesi” as
ghe made a dive for the kitchen.

Teddy paid the men ; Jim snd I did the last few things necessary beforo
resting ; and then we all gathered in mother’s room.

Such a chattering as followed, the dsar wother laughiog and talking as
merrily as any of us.

“But, oh, what guys you two ate I” cried Jim. “Tom, you've torn your-
gelf, as usual, wherever there was the smaliest opening for a rent, and your
cap is baogiog half way down your back, while your hair defies dercription.
Teddy always dces keep rice, somehow ; but now—even Teddy will bear
an application of soap snd water.”

# Same to yourself,” said Teddy. “I guess you sent all the inirrors,
away before you washed your face. You've got what Martha callsa ‘smooch
right across your nose.”

“Don’t be personal, youog lsdies,” ssid mother, in extreme gentleness,
“but perform your ablutions, and see if Martha csn make out a tes.”

In a fortnight we had settled down in our new house, but we did not
occupy ourselves, as of old, in bzautifying our bome. We were advertising
{ar and wide for a house such as we wished, and we hoped to purchaze one.
The price of the one we had left was beyond ourreach, but we thought we
could hear of one at a more reszonsble rate.

During this time of waiting, fecliog as if we really had no home, we had
goue out but litle.  Mother was not well, and the heat was very oppressive,
while Ma~tha's laree wrist threw considerable of the housework on our hands.

Buat on: evening there came an irresistible jnvitation from mother's
dear old friend, Mrs. Raymond, of Chester Grove, to a garden party and a
dance.

“You will stey all night, of course, and I will send the carriage for you
at two o’clock. Be sure you all come. I cannot spare ons of you !

But we did not all go. Mother was not equal to the elght-mile drive,
and Jim stayed with her. e all wanted to stay, and finally drew lots, and
it fell to Jim.

“I'm not really out, anyhow,"” said that young person, philosopbically ;
“and, as you and Teddy seem awfully slow about leaving the family nest,
perhapas it Is just as well that Tam not brought forward just now.”

* The eifect will be overwhelming when you are,” said Teddy, laughiog ;
but secretly we all thooght Jim the bzauty of the fammly, for, with the
golden hair, she had soft brown eyes and dark eyelashes,

It was with the utmost sereoity that Teddy and 1 accepted Mra.
Raymond’s iovitation to stroll about tho grounds a little with her, and see
some new acighbors only lately coms 10 live at Chester Grove.

We were arrayed in the finest of Jinen lawns, white, with 8 small blue
figure, with blue belts, acd white mushio shade-hats with bloe bows. Blue
necktics, knots of blue in cur curls, and blue-trimmed white gloves coasti-
tuted our costumes; and I can answer for Teddy's being exceedingly
becoming.

Strolling leisurely along, we met two gentlemen in white linen suits and
straw hats ; we heard Mrs. Raymond say :

* Allow me tointredace the Messes. Townsends, lately returoed from
Europe. Mr. John Townsend, Miss Theodosia Breat ; Mr., William Towa-
send, Miss Thomssine Drent.”

I thought I was goiog to faint. I heard Teddy gasp. I saw Mrs.
Raymond sail majestically away ; and then I looked agsio.

Yes, it was “ Bill” ; and Teddy was blushing, with drooping eyes, be-
fore ¢ John.”

“Would you please forgive us2” said John presently. ¢ We bad just
come over to Dolliver, and bad heard for the first time that there wasaoy
personal fecling involved in the sale of our father's property, which we had
regerded as a mere business transaction. We were coming up the atrect
beside your house, when we saw your disiress, and, having nothing to do,
we took cff our coats and vests and bats, and rubbed a little mud on our
faces ard hands and—"

* It was just for a lark, you know," pleaded Bill, as his brother pauced;
\ and you did look just rcady to cry, you know.”

“ It was very good of you,” said Teddy, looklng véry x‘nuch. 28 Bill had

just described her.

“ Yes, we are very much obliged,” I said, thiokiog of all they hud heard
us say about them, and wondering how much they remembered.

But, somehow, just then we all looked up, and in 2nother second, the
alr was filled with laughter, It was irresistible. The whole affair was tor

fanny.

After that, we were thelbest of fiiends., The Townsends came often to
Jenk's Corner, and when Jim comes ont regolarly, next winter, she will
have no sisterly compuanctions about Teddy or me, becauso there will be a
double wodding in about two weeks. Teddy snd I are golog to marry
“those horrid Townsends "—Anna Shiclds.

Ayer'sHairVigor
Makes the hair soft nnd glossy.

T have used Ayer's Hair Vigor for
nearly five years, and my hair is moist,
glousy, and in an excellent state of pres-
ervation.  1am forty years old, and have
ndden the pluns for twenty tve years.™
—~\\m. Henry Ott,afras ** Mustang Bt
Newcastle, Wyo.
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Ayer’s HairVigor
Provents hair from falling out.

A number of years ago, by recom-
mendation of a friend, 1 began 10 use
Aver s Har Vigor to stop the hair from
falhog cut and preventats turning gray.
‘The first effects were most satsfactory.
Ovcasional applications since have kept

my h.ur thick and of a natural color."—
H. L. Basham, McRinney, Teaas

Ayer's HairVigor
Restores bair after fevers.

** Orverayear ago I had asevere fever,
and when I recovered my hair began
to fall out, aml what hitle remained
turacd gray. 1 tned various remedies,
but without succe<s, till at last I began
to use Ayer's Hair Vigor, and now my
har 1s growing rapidly and is restored
to us onginal color,"—Mrs. A. Collins,
Digliton, Maxs,
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Ayer’'s HairVigor
Prevents hair from turning gray.

** My hair was rapidly turnin and
falling out; onc bottle of Ay’fcgr?yliai:
Vigor has remedied the trouble, and m
hair is now_its onizinal color and fulfe
ness."—B. Onknupa, Cleveland, O, *

Yreparod by Dr J C Ayer& Co., Lowel), Mass,
paSold gy Druggists and Perfumers,
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REGOCNIZED STANDARD BRANDS.
1 M‘Llng‘c,”

“Kicker,”

“Cable.”

Universally acknowledged to bo
superior in every respect to any
other brands in tho market.
Alwayas veliable as has been
fully demonstrated by tho mill-
jons that arc s0ld annually, and
tho increasing denuand for them,
potwitkstanding an  iacreased
competitin of orrr One Hun-
drrd and Twendyu-Five Factoriex.
This fact epoaks volumes. Weo
aro ot ckeap Cigar manufac-
turers,

S. DAVIS & SONS,

MONTREAL.

Largest and Highest Grade Ciaar
Manufacturers in Canada.

———————

Halifsx Printing Company,
161 Hollis Strost,

ERER CURES
st CONSTIPATION,

t Constipation or
B}TTERS Costivencss is an sn-
noying aud Uangerouscomplaint caused
by irrogularity of tho bowels, whick
producos disastrous results to hoalth,
causing biliousness, bad blood, dyspep-
aia, ote. B BB, acts porfectly to cure
coustipation and removo its cifects. It

you isvo nover triod it, 40 80 NOW.

Fory b ith Costivanos, a0
“Was very oatiTenots, An
ono bomorz)f Burdock Blood Ditters
curod suo. Would not bo withont it.”
Mrs. Win. Finloy,Jz., Bobeaygoon.

Corner Granville & Sackville Sts.

NOVA SCOTIA
Steam Mishing Paper Bag Mamufastory,

THE CHEAPEST in the MARKET,
—ALSO—

BOOK BINDING

In all its various Lranches,
G. & T PHILLIPS,

STANFORD

THE TAILOR,

Ts showing an extra fine line
of Goods suitable for the
coming Season.
INSPECTION INVITED.

WHAT IS TAUGHT
Whiston's
Commercial
College.

To Write Well, to Spell Correctly, to Write
Grammatically, to use Tyﬁ:'ritct P::pidg‘:oto
Construct a Goed Business Letter, 1o Keep.Beoks
by Single and Double hntry, to Become Proficient
ia Burinest Avthmeric, 10 have a Gocd Knowledge
of Cormer:ial Law, to Pass Successfully the Civll
Scrvice Examination, to Take Business Correse
pondence and Legal Matter in Shorthand.
Serd for Catalogueto following address,

S. E. WHISTON, Principal.
95 Barrington St.,Halifax.

FRE TO MEN

ONLY.

TO any suffetee from Nervous Dedhility, Lost Vie
gor, Faring Manhood, a~d Varicocele. 1 will
scod free, 2 !.:r!c. neverfailing mears of sclf-
cure. lac cured thouwands. Do bumbog, No
** Patent Mediine.”  **No appliazces”  Costs
nothing to investizate. Uerrespondence ratyedly
coaSdeatial. Address GEO. Von PLATZ,

25G Bathurst Strect, Torontky Onty
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