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[We insert this, because it is curious in itsclf; and will be interest-
ing to persons fond of Butanical pursuits and enquiries.]

ROTANY OF THE CITY OF LONDON.

Dr. Jayes Mrrcusny has given, at the City of London Literary
and Scientific Institation, u lecture on the botany of the City of
iLondon. This was a sequel to his eetures on the natural history,
including the zoovlogy, eutomulogy, and  animal lite, of the metro-

lis. In this lecture on the vegetation of the metropolis, he con-
fined his observations to thouse plauts, which grew within the
Joundaries of the City, strictly so culled; beeause the cireumstance
ofplants growing there would show that the same plants would
thrive in any other town in England, enveluped in an atmosphere
of sca-coal smolke.  Mitherto no rescarches had been exclusively
directed to this subject. Some perivdical publicativns, had con-
tained papers professing to give lists of plants which grew in large
Jowns, but they had been drawn up from the observations of per-
‘wosliving in the great country towns, and adthough in the closest
.grts of some of them, the same causes which aftect vegetation in
London, might also c¢xist; yetin the greater part of the large towns,
‘the air more nearly re. cinbled the air of the country, than it did
that of London, and obscrvations in theee places were of no further
use than those taken from Lhngton, Paddington, or Pentonsille.
Mr. Fairchild, a gardener of Ioston. had published a small
gamphlet, 103 y cars ago, called -~ 'Fhe City Gardner,™ and assigns
ashis motive for the publication oi'it: ** That every one in London,
gnd in other citics where mucliscu-coal is barnt may delight them-
&lves in gardening, though they huve nover so litile room, and
Jrepare their understanding to enjoy the country, when their trade
andindustry has given thent riches cnouzhto retice feom business.”
“The Herbal of Gerard, mentivned many plants which in his time
gew about Holborn, and al-o ncar Coleman-trect. But in the
reign of Qucen Elizabeth, when that work was written, partridges
and snipes might have Leen shot in and 2bout Holborn, and Cole-
man-street was near the outside of what, as cutupared with Lon-
don now, was only a ~mall town.  In the course of his locture Dr.
Mitchell noticed the following plants :

The Lime Tree or Lindin Lrie, is the principal vegetable
omament of the City of Lowdm Two very fine limes grow inthe
garden of the intcrior of the Bank of England, though probably
but little noticed by the thousinds who cunstantly pass and repass
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