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the dead, even so wc also should walk in ncwncss of lif',"-nat fcaring
tbeim that can kml the body, because they cannot prevont its resurrection.
As they did flot in Clirist's case, so we arc assured they cannot in
our's either.

We niust not only bc baptised.into biis death, but bc buried 'with him.
XVe xnay bc thrcatcncd not incrcly with a inartyr's death, but with a
xnartyr's buria!. "They nmade his grave with the wickced," says the
prophet. Truc, their intention being overruled, lie did not fill tiiat grave,
for as the prophet adds, ho wvas ilwithl the ricix in bis dcatlih and
thougli persecutors kcpt dominion over bis body, it ~Vas shieided, by that
ricli man's toznb from further indignity. But no such interposition inay
prevent us frorn bcing trcated in our burial as In our death, Viti inigled
conteiiipt and mialice-; yet we mnust go on unmiovcd by tise prospect of'
tliat additional contempt.

Thec interpretation now given fails in with thc Apostle's prcvious ques-
tion, and preserves and exhibits the force of his reasoning. To say, how
shail we continue in sin seeing wc have been publicly placced under divine
obligation to be martyrs rather than sinners, is to reason forcibly. Other
interpretations make hiin a iess conclusive or a wholly incouclusive
reasoner. For instance, to represent 1dmi as saying, how shall we continue
in sin secing we have been baptised by immersion, is to represent huin as
nsaking use of' an evidcntiy inconclusive argument.

The interpretation we have given fl'als in with the succecding contcxt
also, as we inay bricfly indicate.

Vecrso 5, " If ire have been plantcd together in the likcncss of bis
deatlh, ie shahl bc also in tise likencss of biis resurrection." Christ alla
biis followers arc hiere compared to fcilow plants, Christ's body iras planted
irlica the trc to whichi it iras fastericti ias put into the earth, and Io !
as in three days bis body bioois into a resurrection body. And his people
are here represcntcd as plantcd in the likeness of' bis dcath, as fastcned,
like Min, to a martyrs stake, and in that position receiving, like him, their
baptisin into dcath. And as felloir plants have felloir fruits, ire shial be
also in the likcness of bis resurrectior.. But cver-y mnan in his own order,
Christ the first fruits, afterwards they that are Christ's. Hence tboughi
Christ lias been both planted and raiscd, our body, though planted, bas
not yet been raised. «We shahl bc raised hoirever. We shahl Uc also in
the likcncss of lis resurrection. The resurrection of our body being yet
future, tise Apostie propcrly speaks o? it in tise future tense. in onily
one parabie text, if we reinember eorrectiy, is this resurreetion spoken of
in the present tense, and thoen nsereiy to express vividly the realizing anti-
cipations of it by faith. Coi. 2, 12, reads thus. "Buricd with im, in.


