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PLEASANT HOURS.

The Oo-worker.

Who dueth good by loving deed or word

Who 1ifteth up a fallen on or dries & tear

Who helps another bear his heavy crqss.

Ot un the parched and fevered lips doth
pour

A blrssod draught of wuter sweet and
cool,

Becomnes co-workor with the Lord of all.

May overy soul that touches mine—

Be it the slightest contact- get therofrom
some good,

Sumn Jittle grace, one kindly thought,

One {nApiration yct unfelt, one bit of
courage

For the darkening sky, one gleam of
falth

‘To brave the thickening ills of life,

One glimpse of brighter skies bayond the
gathering mists,

‘To make this Iifo worth while,

And heaven a surer herllage.

OHINA AND THE OHINESE.

DESCHIBED BY MIS8 K. JOIINSTONK, A HK-
TURMNED MISSIONARY,

The Chinese character and clvilization
must bo studtfed at flrst han< to be under-
atood. Miss K. Johnstone has been work-
ing amongst the Chineso In the great
province of Canton, which contains
twenty million people, for eleven years
She dealt chiefly with young people in
the schools—a most hopeful work, but
she knows the Chinese well.  Miss John-
atono Is home for a furlough, and na-
turally she dropped in upon the Rev. Dr
Thomson, the Montreal Chfneso missfon-
ary. It was at the residence of this
gentleman on Thursday that Miss John-
stono spoke of her work, and the present
crisis In China, With regard to the
latter, Miss Johnstone remarked that
while there were slgns of unrest before
she left, she had no idea that ovents
would 80 quickly develop. She had long
known that the varlous secret socloties
ware working to bring about a revolu-
tion, but the Boxers must be distin-
gulshed from those earnest men in China
who were working fn sccret for the re-
gencration of thelr countrymen, many of
them of the highest attainments, includ-
ing mandarins who formed themsclves
into secret orders, working in the dark,
to escape detection, and who wanted to
depose the present Manchu dynasty and
exalt the old Chinese regime. Such men
belloved in reform, and desired to see
thelr country prosper, as did the western
nations. The Boxers, in her judgment,
wers little better than robbers, for they
Jooted the Chinese, and were desperate
characters, who wanted to preclpitate
chaog for thelr own selfish ends, On the
other baund, societies like the ** Kolao-
Wul,” to which her travelling companion,
Dr. Tseung, belonged, had the noble ajim
of the regencration of the country.

Miss Johnsatone had never seen a real
Boxer In the flesh, and her work in
Lienchau, fn the province of Canton, took
her out of the reach of the great political
movements which had their centre in
Pckin, but she sincerely hoped that the
outcome of the present crisls would be
that Great Britain would obtain the right
to cstablish order and rule, for from
what sho had seen in Hong-Kong, she
recognized that England, from her past
experience, had, of all the powers, the
clearest genius for governing such peo-
ple as the Chinese.

“Y am a loyal American,” gaild Miss
Johnstone, *“ but 1 know that England
could do the business of governing bet-
ter than any of the other powers, from
the experience she has guined in dealing
with foreign pepulations.  In Hong-
Kong yYou sce the most perfect order
under ‘British rule I particalarly ad-
mired the even-handed justice which is
meted out to nll, without regard to race.
A number of British sallors smashed
some Chinese lamps in the Chinese qQuar-
ter upon tho occasion of 3 new year's
celebration. It was good fun to them
but they wero locked up for the night
aud the following morning they were
brought Yefore the magistrate, who or-
dered the tars to be sent to prison. This
was an object-lesson which the Chinese
remembered. Manyv wealthy Chinamen
from the mainland were coming over to
establish their homes in Kong-Kong, so
confident were they of order and safety
and justice under British law.”

With regard to the story of tne burn-
ing of the legations in fekin, and the
massacre of the occupants, Miss John-
stone said that such storles must be re-
celvad with caution.

* You know there is yellow-journalism
fn Shanghal. as well as nearer at hand,”
interposed Dr. Thomson~a remark which
Miss Johnstone endorsed.

* There I8 Sir Robert Hart.” said Miss
Johnstone, ** & man who knows the Chi-
ness character if anyhody does; a man
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of Infinite resource; & man who will cer-
tainiy not be caught papping, and who
has it in him to devise means of safety.
1 do not believe the stories.”

Miss Johnstone described her work In
the province ot Canton; the hopetul re-
sults among the young; how the natives
supported thelr own churches, how faith-
ful the Christians were, enduring perse-
cution, and, in some Instances, taking to
the mountains, and lving 1o caves rather
than recant; her own pleasant life of
eleven years, spent among a people whom
sho learned to love, and from whom she
had recelved nothing but kindness. She
laughed at the idea of the Chlnese sol-
diers stationed {n her own town-—soldiers
who were something llke Falstaft’s army
in buckram-—ragged creatures as primi-
tive in their accoutrements, in their
general aspect, as the soldfers of the first
Cacsar. The latter could fight, at any
rate; but the Chinese soldiers always pro-
voked Miss Johnstone to irrepressible
laughter.  Military garrison—why, it
was like children playing at soldiers.
They could not Xech step; they drilled
about twice a year; and they used bows
and arrows for weapons,

LESSON NOTES.

THIRD QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE LIFR OF JESUS.

LESSON XII.—SEPTEMBER 16,
THB RICH FOOL.
Luke 12, 13-23, Memory verses, 19-21
GOLDEN TEXT.

What shall it profit 2 man, if he shal)
gajn the whole world, and lose his own
soul ?—Mark 8. 36.

OUTLINE,

1. Jesus' Question, v. 13-15,
2. The Rich Man’s Question, v. 16-19.
3. God's Question, v. 20, 21.
4. The Conclusion, v. 22, 23.

Time.—Winter of A.D, 29-30.

Place.—Probably somewhere in Perea.
LESSON HELPS.

13. ** One of the company "—The multi-

his brother.”—Alford. ‘ Sa{d unto him ”
—~"8poke to him out of the multitude,
Interrupting ‘the discourse in a moment's
pause,” ‘" Speak to my brother"—* It
was customary for contestants to choose
a Trabbi for arbitrator. The custom
came into use as early as thae captivity,
when the Jews preferred to have thelr
own cases tried not by foreign courts, but
by their own Jewish referces.”—Whedon.
** That he divide the inheritance—* He
bhad no more use for tho Redeemer's word
than to gain by means of {t a few more
acres of the earth for himself.”—Arnot.

16. * Unto them "—The llstening multi-
tudes, “ Beware of covetousness'-—
‘“Such a disposition of mind is never
satisfled; for as soon as one object is
gained the heart goes out after another.”
—Clarke. * Qovetousness s a weed
which checke the best grains in the best
solls (Matt. 18. 22."—Abbott. * Both
the Old and New Testament abound
with repetitions of this warning.
Balaam, Achan, Gehazl, ars lawful ex-
amples of this sin In the Qld Testament;
Judas Iscariot, the Pharisees, and An-
aniag, in the New.”—Farrar. ‘A man's
life "—His truest, hest life. ‘‘ Consisteth
not "—' How poor a rich man and how
rich a poor man may be {"—Lange. (1)
Character, not wealth, constitutes the real
life.

16. ** A parable ”—'" Like that of the
Good Samaritan, it reads like an actual
history.”—Plumptre * The ground'—
“ Our Lorad evidently referred mentally to
the story of Nabal, whose neme means
*Fool® or ‘Churl’ (1 Sam. 25).—Cam-
bridge Bible. ‘ Brought forth plenti-
fully *—Hf{s riches came not by extortion,
but by the innocent method of agricul-
ture.

19. “ Much goods "—* Great possessions
are generally accompanfed with pride,
idleness, and luxury, and these are the
greatest enemles to salvation."”—Clarke.
*“Take thine ease”—In the original,
“ Rest, eat, drink, enjoy.” * Indolence,
gluttony, drunkenness, and licentiousnéss
—in these four things lie this raan’s con-
ception of Ife.””—~Whedon. (2) What
higher conception_have we ?

20. ** But God sald "—Unexpectedly the
Eternal speaks. ‘ Thon fool "—Literally,
senseless, ‘“The man who wants the
moral sense; that Is, the proper good
sense In moral or religinug matters.”~—
—Whedon. “ Required of thee“—* His
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tude (Luke 12. 1) before whom Jesus has
been speaking. * Evidently not a dis-

ciple, but some random hearer whose

mind had been working in him during
our Lord's laat sayings about the care of
Providehce for God's friends. He thought
this was just the care his circumstances
wanted, belug, 23 appears, oppressad by

‘ime for repentance is ast.—Bliss,
;’!rtgeg &hose;-a‘ What shl;m we take
- 8 throug e gates of m
—Kliefoth, 8 the grave
2L *So is he “"—Everybody.  * This
is not an Individuel case.—Clarke.
*Treasure for himself*—* A complete
fo0l, & miserable fallure."—Peloubet.

v

22, "What ye shall eat"—"Care more for
soul life than for bodily life; more for
soul food than for the food of the body.”
—Cowles. "] have heard of a political
cconomist alleging this passago as an ob-
Jection to the toral teaching of the Ser-
mon on the Mount, on the ground that it
encouraged, nay, comivanded, a reckless
neglect of the fulure.”—Lightfoot. {4)
But wo are to make all proper provision
for the morrow.

23. ' The life Is more than meat’—
Mors fmportant, and more valuable In
God’s sight. ‘* You turn it exactly round;
food Is meant to serve life, but life for-
sooth serves food; clothes are to serve
the body, but the body forsooth must
serva the clothing, and so biind is the
world that it secs not this.”—Luther.

HOME READINGS,

M. The rich fool.—Luke 12, 13-21,

Tu. :;Iz‘,ho lesson to be learned.—Luke 12
-34,

W. Lest we forget.—Decut. 8, 11-20,

Th. Riches carnot save.—Psa. 49. 6-20,

F. The better truat.—Psa. 52.

S. A snare—~1 Tim. 6. 1-10,

Su. Use of riches.~1 Tim. 6. 11-21,

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. Jesus' Question, v. 13-16.

What question did Jesus ask ?

What called forth the question ?

Was it at all Christ's mission here
to deal with earthly things?

What did every act of Christ’s on earth
show forth ?

What warning did Christ give ?

How did Christ regard earthly posses-
slons ?

2. The Rich Man'’s Question, v, 16-19.
‘What happened to a certain rich man 7
How did he regard his increase of

wealth ?

What did he decide to do ?

Are we held responsible for our pos-
sessions ?

Are they really ours or only held in
trust ?

To whom does the earth and its In-
crease belong ?

What did the rich man forget ?

3. God's Question, v. 20, 21.

How did the Lord regard this selfish
rich man ?

What question did he ask ?

What would n?turally bo expected qf

a man whkom God' had prospered ?

What would be the right thing to do ?

What does God say about it ?

Did the increase of wealth prove s
blessing ?

Hoy should all gifts be used ?

4. The Conclusion, v. 22, 23,

What warning did Jesus give his dis-
ciplea ?

What do you understand by taking “no
thought for foca or ralment” ?

Can you possibly .obtain these things if

God does not provide them ?

What then should be our first thought ?

Has God promised to provide all peces-
sary things for those who first seek him ?

What do you understand by “ the lite
is more than meat, the body than rai-
ment ”’ ?

Give the GQolden Text.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson do we learn~—

1. That life is better than food or
clothes ?

2, That our soul is of much more value
than our body ? -~

3. That the only treasure that lasts is
what God keeps for us ?

How the Lord must have been griaeved
at the wreng use this man made of the
good gifis which were meant to be
shared! How solemnly God spoke to

What shall it \mﬁt?

Ul

him at Jast, asking him who should have
these good thipgs when he should be
called away from them to tell what he
had done with them. )

‘“ Do you have matins in this church ¥
asked the High Church visitor of the
verger of the villags ckurch.

“ No, fudeed,” replied that dignitary,
with acorn; “ we have oflcloth, and right

up the -chancel, too "
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