Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Hare
Krishna, Hare Hare. Amen.

| am now a Hare Krishna-ite.

Krishna is Lord of the Universe, and
His Divine Grace the Swami is Krishna's
avatar. His Divine Grace is God. :

| know this to be true; | have hisown
word for it. In the (I think) March, 1972
issue of Back to Godhead, the
appealingly glossy and Sllellttlle comic-
pook-formatted Krishna Consciousness
eriodical, there is a fascinating essay
by His Divine Grace. In thisgssgy he lists
the various proofs for his divun!ty, should
anyone be disposed to doubt it. Many of
these proofs have faded from my
memory, but one, the most convincing,
has remained: His Divine Grace observ-

~ ed that he must be God, because only
God could know the names of all the
demons on all the planets, and His
pivine Grace knows the names of all the
demons on all the planets. Every single
planet, every single demon.

Now, a prideful and strong-minded
person, such as, for example, Mrs.
Torrance, might react to this pronounce-
ment with an incredulous snort or an
expression of contempt: “Feh.”. I,
however, find such logic exhilarating,
and would not change a word of His
Divine Grace's assertion. Furthermore, |
challenge Mrs. Torrance and all the
other superannuated flinty intransigents
—very high church, all of them, no doubt
— to refute His Divine Grace, to prove
him wrong. You cannot do it; His Divine
Grace is God; those pigheaded enough
to doubt this truth simply know not
Krishna. Remember: every single planet,
howsoever remote; every single demon,
howsoever obscure. Beat that.

But, Mrs. Torrance will likely point
out with a sneer, there are a number of
people around these days claiming to be
God; indeed, one could only with
difficulty swing a cat without hitting one
or more of these modest folk. There is,
for example, the Maharaja Ji (“PEACE
WANTS YOU"); there is this Korean
Moon person; there is the Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi, who, though not openly
saying that he is God, is nevertheless
rather coyly not denying it, either. Mrs.
Torrance would likely point out further
that we have also a more han ample
supply of home-grown low zanies,
grading upward from Garner Ted
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Armstrong and his hormones, to Rev.
Charles Manson (who will be out soon,
and occasion to which his many
followers look forward with fierce
eagerness.) | also admit that our cities
and hamlets teem with crazy, street-
corner evangelists, and that we are
aswarm with fundy revivalists, whose
services, granted, sound like the monkey
house just before feeding time.

All this | admit. | can even unders-
tand when Mrs. Torrance bridles, as she
no doubt will, and raps out some such
pungent epithet as, “Preposterous
balderdash! All these clowns are just a
bunch of P.T. Barna. They could maybe
fool Olaf Norgaard. Not me.” Let me
repeat: | concede Mrs. Torrance her
points; | understand her attitude.

Then how can | argue for His Divine
Grace? How can | be so absolutely
positive that he is the one — out of so
many contenders? | can be sure because
he said the rest are frauds and that he
himself is not; since he is, by his own
infallible testimony, genuinely divine, it
follows that he is God, and any further
questions relating to his bona fides
become impertinent, absurd, and ul-
timately blasphemous. It is that simple. |
believe.

There is also His Divine Grace's
well-known contempt for money. That
reassures me. As | sit here listening to a
cassette of His Divine Grace singing
beautiful and nasal hymns accompanied
by electric sarod, | am also writing out
large cheques for more such cassettes,
and | am comforted by the knowledge
that His Divine Grace does not really
want this money. As | write out more and
heftier cheques for memberships, tours,
books, magazines, and everything else
that | must have to make me more
Krishna conscious, and as | speculate on
the likelihood of being able to meet next
month’s mortgage payment, | am sooth-
ed by the reflection that His Divine Grace
is totally beyond sordid fiscal concerns,
is hardly the man to scramble fora sleazy
buck. So join us, Mrs. Torrance, | entreat
you. That your liver made it through the
holidays, for the 104th time, is astoun-
ding. Gorging bloody gobbets of meat.
Swilling alcohol. Feh.

Mrs. Torrance, | nevertheless hope
and trust that yours was a very Merry
Krishnas.
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