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Three Major-Generals Killed in Obsti­
nate Battles in September and Early

October ib Which New Divis-
■

ions Won Glory

exposed, was tWfc lfaost praiseworthy .and, 
etwnbmed with the action of divisional 
reserves, was instrumental in causing the 
surrender of a German detachment some 
MO strong which was holding up the 
advance of the right brigade in the front 
system of trenches. <■

The inability of the right of this di­
vision id get forward had, however, 
caused sufficient delay to enable the 
enemy to collect local reserves behind 
the strong second, line.

The arrangements, the planning and 
execution of the attack, and the conduct 
of thç troops of the 4th Corps were most 
efficient and praiseworthy.

18. In thé attack of the 1st Corps the 
7th Division was directed on the Quar- 
.ries. The 9th Division was to capture 
the Hohensollem Redoubt and then to 
push on to Fosse 8.

The assault of the 7th Division suc­
ceeded at once, and In a very short time 
they had reached the western edge of the 
Quarries, Cite St. Elle, and even the vil­
lage of Haisnes, thé tendency of the ac­
tion living been to draw the troops

rftfht arf the kh Division 
26th Brigade secured Fossé 8 after heavy 
IWfng, and the 28th Brigade eyituied 
the ftpnt line of the GemtanC 
earjt of Vermellea railway. ‘ 
ter point the fighting was e 
vere; and this brigade suffering consid­
erable losses, was driven back" to its own 
trenches. -f.t' . v»'.,'-./

At nightfall, ‘after a heavy dayts light­
ing and numerous German counter-at­
tacks, the Une was, roughly, as follows;

From the Double Crassier, south of 
Loos, by the western, part of Hill 70, to 
the western "-ëxlt of Hulluch, thence by 
the Quarries and western end of Cite St 
Hie, east of Fosse 8, back to our orig­
inal line.

Throughout the length of the line 
heavy fighting was in progress, and our 
bold on Fosse 8, backed as it is by the 
strong defences and guns of Aucliy, was 
distinctly ptéchHous.

Heavy rain fell throughout the day, 
which was very detrimental to efficient 
observation of Are and reconnaisance by 
aircraft. V ■ ,■/

In the course of the night 25-26th 
September, the enemy delivered a series 
of heavy counter-attacks along most of 
tour new front. The majority of the^e 
were "repulsed with heavy loss, but In 
parts of the line, notably near the Quar­
ries, our troops we* driven back a cer­
tain distance. 1

At 6 p. m. the Guards Division ar­
rived at Noeux' les Mines, and on the 
morning of the 98th I" placed them at the, 
disposal of the general officer command­
ing First Arhty.>

14— The situation at the Quarries, de­
scribed above, was readjusted by an at-

“Fosse 8” (1,000 yards south ptAuchy) of the 7th Division on the afternoon 
which Is a coal mine with a high and of September 28; and on that evening 
sttenglsfWtndea^ffc.heapiripi";; ' véfÿ heavy attacks delivered fiy theenc- 

“The Hohensollem Redoubt."—A my were repulsed with severe loss,
strong work thrust, out nçarir 600 yards Dn the 4th Corps front attacks on 
in front of the German lines nad çlose Hulluch and ou the redoubt on the east 
to oti# o*n. lttt Is CÔhntÿUÆ^I*: thé» »*de of pill 70 kere put In operation; 
front line by three communication tren- but were anticipated by the enemy or- 
ches abutting into the defences of Fosse ganising a very-strong offensive from

that directium oTfaeae attacks drove in
thejtdvanceritfcwpf.of the Jtist and 24th Jwt Under Four Miles, ■
Divisions, which, ware then moving, for- _ , - , . „ , ,
ward -to attack,. ,, The main enemy attack» on the front

held by our troops had- been against 
Counter-Attacks. the 1st Division in the neighborhood of

j,, ... „ , the Chalk Pit and the Guards Division
Reports regarding this portion of the in the neighborhood of the Hohensol- 

Enemy’s Wild Fire. .. t, actiop are veiy conflicting,'and it is not lem Redoubt Both attacks were re-

Æ- Baruasias ar
5J2’BfB." At nWiriffliW W„
situated on the northeast side of Hill 70 to Hil1 70> exC9,t for » small gain of by about twelve battalions against the 

IO tC attackVnf tbr ist aml tth Sround south ofLoos. From HU1 70 the line Loos-Chalk Pit and that a subsi-
Cortis were delivered at fi 80 Viri and .£ bent sharply back to the northwest diary attack by six to eight battalionswefsu^sf^f^ongthe^exe^t fX'd braie -«-adefronr the direction of the
just south of the La Bassee Canal. Redoubt ‘*afast tbe
infantry flre^f slight intensity hut his 0u,!uch- 'ThePtee northward it was the Some eight or ten German battalions 
IrB £ wM g™te lyd 'caused ***“ il hee“ °n the ™ directed against the French 9th
C0Tffiee4Tthe dirisl^i"1™ the right of the , Thc ni®ht of September 28-27 was as l^*The position assaulted an& carried 
4thCoroa ranidlv swung its left for- disturbcd “ the Pre7*u8 night, for with so much brilliancy and dash by 
ward ed "cuptod tl^ southed out- “7 fulîher “unte^-attacks were made the 1st and 4th Corps in Sept. 26 wm
'skirts of Los and a bigdouhlesl^ hei *"**** mainttinki “ exceptionally strong one. It extend-
opposite Grenay, known as the Double yA dismmmM hrio-ndp waa C<* a|°S5 a ^8ta®cc some 6,500 yards,
Çrassier. Thence it pushed on, and, by “‘"fisted of a double Une, which to­
uting possession of the cemetery, the ^o^thL d,«gt^rartakm Clufed Works °f considerable strength 
enclosures and chalk pits south of Loos, at the^dimnLl S“d xWaLi 77°** ®f trraches and
succeeded in fogming a strong defensive LmmaiSto^^h. A^v^I b°f'b‘P?>0J ihdteP- S?me ot the dug-
flank Commanding tiie Flrat Army. Iregret outs and shelters formed veritable caves

This London Territorial -Division ac- son^CaL^Ln^O thirty feet below the ground, with ac­
quitted itself most credlUbly. It was most impenetrable head cover. The
skilfully led and the troops carried out ^reU^.^i^ nn tec^ftth ^’d dted enemy had expended months of labor 
their task jvith great energy and deter- th^ mh H-wil Li KpSSi these , defences,
mination. They contribute largely to mLEZSSSl j1 ?e,wa* The total number of prisoners cap-
our success to this part of the fold. Y le*der’ a°d W tured during these, operations amounted

loss will bç.severely felt. to fifty-seven officers and 3,000 other
15- Soon, after dawn on the 27th it ranks. Material which feU into 

became, apparent that the brigade hold- hands Included twenty-six field guns, 
tog Fosse,*, war unaWe to maintain its forty machine gams, and three mtoen- 
position, ayi eventually it was slowly werfer
forced ba* until at length our front at ! arêply regret thé heavy casualties ttos point codded with the eastern por- whlch ^ ta^ isTbZ ? 
tion of the HubepsoUern Redoubt. in view of the great .strength of the
Attack on Hill 70. position, the stubborn defence of the

enemy, and the powerful artillery by 
I regret to sày thàt during this opera- which he was supported, I do not think 

tion Majoi^General G- H. Thesiger, G. B-, they were excessive. I qm happy to be 
C. M. G, A. D-C, commanding the 9th able to add that the proportion of sllght- 
Dtvision, was tilled whilst most gallant- ly wounded is relatively very large in­
ly endeavoring to secure the ground deed, 
which had been won.

In the afternoon of tills day the 
Guard's Division, which had taken over 
part of the line to the north of the 4th 
Corps, almost restored our former line, 
bringing it up parallel to and slightly 
west of the Lens-La Bassee road.

This, division made a very brilliant 
and successful attack on Hill 70 in the 
afternoon. They drove the Germans off 
the top of thé Mil, hut could not take the 
redoubt, which is on the northeast slope, 
below the crest. They also took the 
Chalk Pit, which lies north of Puits 14, 
and all the adjacent woods, but were un­
able to maintain themselves to the Puits 
itself, which was most effectively com­
manded by well-posted machine-guns.

The 47th Division, on the right of the 
Guards, captured a wood farther to the 
south, and repulsed a severe hostile 
counter-attack.

The 28th was 
the ground gaim
tain: number of Internal moves of di­
visions, to order to give the troops rest 
and to enable those units whose casual­
ties had been heavy to refill their ranks 
with reinforcements.

The 47th Division .made a little 
ground to the south, capturing one field 
gun and a few machine-guns.

21st and 24th Divisions, werff detailed 
for this purpose.

This reserve was the more necessary 
owing to the fact, that the 10th French 
Army had to postpone its attack until 
1 d’clopk to the. day; and, further, that 
the, corps operating on- the French left 
had to be directed in ’a more or less 
southeasterly direction,--involving, incase 
of our success,’a considerable gap in out 
line, t « ' - : ;xS$ >
BriUs^£svslrT:

-To ensure, however, the speedy and 
ftretive support to the 1st and. 4th 

Corps, in the case of their success, the 
and 24th Divisions passed the night 

of the 24th-25th on the line Beilvry (to 
the east of Bethune)-Noeux les Mines, 

-The Guards Division was In the neigh­
borhood of Lillers on the same night.

I also directed the general officer com­
manding Second Army to draw the 28th 
Division back to fiailleul to hold it to 
readiness to meet unexpected evcntuali-

of the new armies which have arrived in 
this country since the date of 
report.

It is evident that great trouble 
rauéh hard work have been expended on 
these units during their training at home 
and it is found that they have received’ 
such sound teaching that a short périrai 
of instruction to trench life under 
soon enables them to take their pIS 
with credit beside their acclimatized! 
comrades of the older formation

80. The Territorial force units have 
continued, to merit the favorable 
marks I have made on them in previous 
despatches, and have taken a prominent 
part in many of the active operations 
1n which the army has been engaged

31. A new division has been sent from 
Canada, and has joined the army in the 
field. The material of which it is 
posed is excellent i and this division 
will, I am convinced, acquit itself a3 
well to face of the enemy as the 1st 
Canadian Division has always dont.

32. During, the period under report I 
have been very glad once more to re­
ceive the prime minister at my head­
quarters, as well as the secretary of 
state for war.

The prime minister of Canada and the 
minister of militia and defence of Can­
ada also came-to France for a few days 
and visited the troops of the Canadian 
contingent

Moreover, the repulse of the enemy’s The chief rabbi paid a short visit to 
attack on Oct. 8 in the neighborhood of the front interested himself in the 
Loos and Hulluch with such heavy losses ni cm be rs of the large Jewish com rn un- 
shows the capacity of the artillery to now serving with the army in the 
concentrate its fire promptly and effect- d^d.
Ively at a moment’s notice for the de- M- 1 cannot conclude the account of 
fence of the front these operations without expressing the

X cannot dose "these remarks on the deep admiration felt by all ranks of the 
artillery without expressing my admira- army under command for the splen- 
tion for the work of the observing offi- did part taken by our French Allies in 
cere and the men who work with them. „ , e w.h, opened on Sept. 25.
Carrying out their duties, as they do, in Fortified positions of immense strength 
close proximity to the front line to db- “Pon which months of skill and labor 
serving stations that are the special had been expended, and which extended 
mark of the enemy’s guns, they are con-1 7" mUes were stormed and cap-
stantly exposed to fire, and are com- ‘ured by our French comrades with a 
pelled to carry on their work involving hravery rnd determination which went 
the use of delicate instruments and the f"1? lnstl1 hoP* and sPlrit toto the A1" 
making of nice calculations, in circum- Ued forces.
stances of the greatest difficulty and . pje large captures of men mid ma. 
danger. That they have never failed *edai ”bich ,eU j°to their hands testi- 
lu their duties, and that they have suf- fied to ‘ ““Pi®*®ness of their victory
fered very heavy casualties in perform- ^7, ta^.n by-tb® tT£°?8. ot
tog them, are to their lasting credit and Hls Majesty the King of the Belgians 
h0„0r 8 was very effective in holding the enemy

The work of the artillery to co-opera- inaf™nt “f them to his Positions 
tion with the Royal Flying Corps eon- 881 ? h»ve many names to bring to
tinues to make most satisfactory pro- 8 j0«S ^LHT^“fbe’ g,t"
gress, and has been most highly ct^iV lan.t “nd distinguished service during the 
able to all concerned. period under review, and these will form

The new weapons I hat have been °* a Separate rePort at an
placed In the field during the period hnnnr fn v,under review have more than fulfilled vJ; h w* m [° uai * .
expectations, and the enemy must ,e Your lordshlps “ost obedient rervant,
well aware of their accuracy and general ’ FKENCH-
efficiency.

23. I have on previous occasions called 
your lordship’s attention to the admir­
able work of the corf» of the Royal 
Engineers.

24. In this despatch I wish particular­
ly' to draw atteptjpp to'the work of the 
field units and army troops companies, 
which must almost invariably be per-

make did not afford sufficient protection 
to my right flank.

On representing this to General 
Joffre he was kind enough to ask the 
commander of the northern group pt 
French armies to render roe assistance.

General Foch met these demands in 
the same friendly spirit which he has 
always displayed throughout the course 
of the whole campaign, and expressed 
his readiness to give me all the support 
he could.

On the morning, of the 28th we dis­
cussed the situation, and the general 
agreed to send the 9th French corps 
to take Over, thc ground occupied by us, 
extending from the French left, up to 
and including that portion of HU1 70 
which we were holding, and* also the 
village of Loot.

This relief was commenced ion Sept. 
80 and completed on the two following 
nights.

17. During Sept. 29 and 80 and the 
first days of October fighting was al­
most continuous along the northern 
part of the new tine, particularly about 
the Hohensollem Redoubt and neigh­
boring trenches, to which the çnemy 
evidently attached great value. His at­
tacks, however, invariably ‘ broke down 
with very heavy loss tinder the accurate 
fire of our infantry and artillery.

The Germans succedefr" In gaining 
some ground to and about the Hohen­
sollem Redoubt, but they paid heavily 
for it in the losses they suffered.

I have to deplore the Kris of a third 
most valuable and distinguished gen­
eral of division during these operations.

On the afternoon of October 2 Major- 
General F. D. V. Wing, C.B., command­
ing the 12th division, was killed.

ing parties, destroying his works and 
keeping his artillery fire under control.

To the many calls upon them the ar­
tillery has responded in a manner that 
is altogether admirable.

In the severe offensive actions that 
have taken "lace it is not»too much to 
say that the first element of success has' 
been the artillery preparation of the at­
tack.

Only when this preparation has been 
! borough have our attacks succeeded. It 
is Impossible to convey in a despatch 
an adequate impression of the amount 
ot care and labor involved in the minute 
find exact preparations that are the 
necessary preliminaries of a bombard­
ment preparatory to an attack in a mod­
em battle. -v

The immense number of guns that It 
'is necessary to concentrate, the amount 
of ammunition to be supplied to them, 
and the diversity of the tasks to be car­
ried out demand a very high order of 
skill in organisation and technical pro­
fessional knowledge.

22. The successful attacks at Hooge 
on Aug. 9 and of the First Army on 
Sept. 26 show that our artillery officers 
possess the necessary talents and the 
rank and file the necessary skill and en­
durance to ensure success to operations 
•of this character.

niy last
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One Section in Which British Failed to Make Good Ad­
vance Still Clouded in Mystery—Cavalry Supports 

-Used to Advantage-Artillery Played Important Part
J Over, Enemy.
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Sir John French’s complete official report on the “September offensive,” 

better known as the Battle of Loos, has just reached Canada, It Is published 
in full below*
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Ities.
The British Cavalry Corps, less 3rd 

Cavalry Division, under General Fan- 
shawe,' was posted in the neighborhood 
of St. Pol and BaUjetd lea Femes; and 
the Indian Cavalry Corps, under Gen­
eral Rlmtogton, at Douilens, both'lh 
readiness to co-operate with the French 
cavalry to exploiting any success which 
might be attained by the combined 
French and British forces. Plans for 
effective co-operation were fully arrang­
ed between the cavalry commanders of 
both armies.

The 3rd Cavalry Division, less one bri­
gade, was assigned to the general officer 
commanding first army as reserve, and 
moved into the area of the 4th Corps on 
September 21 and 22. - A :

9. Opposite the front of the main line 
of attack the distance between the ene­
my’s trenches and our own varied from 
about 100 to 800 yards.

ualties, not only of the whole of tbe lost 
trenches, but, in addition, of 400 yards 
of German trench north of the Menin 
road. V /' ,z

At the end of this engagent 
estimated that between 400 and 
man dead were tying" on the ba _ 

Valuable help was rendered by two 
■■■■■Bl. . - batteries of French artillery lent by Gén-

took place during the last days of the erid Hely d’Oissel, commanding 86th 
period under report. Nevertheless, the French c°rp*- 
army under my command was constant- Acting with Joffre. 
ly engaged throughout the whole time 6. From the conclusion .of the above- 
in enterprises which, although not seçur- mentioned Operations until the last week
ing the same important results, have yet ,the£e,,wal quict
had considerable influence on the cou@e ,K*he-îWhole of. the Britislvline, ex- 
0, evénts ' rept at those P°mts .where the normal

2—On June 2, the enemy made a Anal .«SfftF.aS existence occa:
offensive in the Ypres salient, with thei“ Jh^Iing "• 7nstan‘ and

tasks. “ îsr’&z.-smade by troops Of the 3rd Cavalry Di- ^Up^, b ' ^ a 
vision,-and our position was maintained ,cl“se , ac^ord “d co-operation
throughout. which has always existed between the

During the first weeks of June the -°f (°^ A’iie? .and
front of the Second Army was extended maintained, and I have
to the north as to as the village of Boe- LlreTh^has kfpt'T intomed^

^-After the conclusion of the Battle JSliS? metTod? h atld, exPlained the 
of Festubert, the troops of the First I* m/ .dîL.tJ S
érSrreen8a*ed ’“ SeVeralmi,l0rOP‘ Aft" dtcussionLf thc miUtarv

By an attack delivered on the evening ^Ted/t for
of June 16, after a prolonged bombard- J
possessiom of to“a4G™8atitat= a -mbdneTSfLL^rom^rtatoLTnte
Sbes north-naSt^rSvJiZ! b” ^t^ dUring the laSt ’Wcek

were unable to retain them, owing'to -p,, T , .their flanks being too much exposed.' eJbtdTe t™^ with^v^’re 

Ypres Battle. quests which General Joffre has made
V-On June 16, an attack was carried Lus'd/teë'preneh W additio,ial por' 

out by the 6th Corps * the Bellewaarde ttons of the French line- 
Ridge, east of Ypres.

The enemy’s front line was captured,
■many-iof tùs dead and wounded being 
found- tor the trencher..

General Headquarters,
British Ariny In France,

Oct. 16, 1916- the EaRM for sal 
Bellisle stati 

Benson, Shannon

My Lord,
I have the honor to report the opera­

tions of the Forces under my command 
since the date of those described in my 
last respatch dated June 18, 1915.

1—Those of the greatest importance

was
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nearly nine thousand
DEAD LEFT IN FRONT 

OF BRITISH IN ATTACK.
fatty Tactical Points.

The country over which the advance 
took place is open and over-grown with 
long grass and self-sown crops.

From the canal southward 
trenches and those of the enemy ran, 
roughly, parallel up an almost impercept­
ible rise to the southwest.

From the V ermelles-Hulluch road 
southward the advantage of height is on 
the enemy’s side as to as the 
Lens road. There the two

18. On the afternoon of Oct. 8 our 
expectations in regard to a counter­
attack were fulfilled. The enemy di­
rected a violent and Intense attack all 
along • the line from Fosse 8' on the 
north to the right of the French 9th 
Corps on the south. The attack was 
delivered by some twentv-eight bat­
talions in first line, with larger forces 
to support, and was prepared by a vflty 
heavy bombardment from all parts of 
the enemy’s front.

At all parts of the line except two 
the Germans were repulsed with tre­
mendous loss, and it is computed on 
reliable authority that they left some 
8,000 to 9,000 dead lying on the battle­
field to front of the British and French 
trenches.

On the right the attack succeeded in 
making a small unimportant lodgment 
on the Double Crassier held by the 
French; whilst on the left the trench 
held by troops of the Guards Division 
to the northeast of the Hohensollem 
Redoubt was temporarily captured. The 
latter was, however, speedily retaken, 
and at midnight on October 9 the line 
•held by" tt* Flrat- Arinyf'Wks Identically 
the same as that held before the ene­
my’s attack started.

cour-
tained

our

TOBACCO 
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CURED edyï. habit

thune-
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trenches cross a spur in which the rise 
culminates, and thence the command 
lies on the side of the British trenches.

Due, east of the intersection of spur 
and trenches, and a short mile away, 
stands f^ros. Less than a mile further 
southeast is Hill 70,. which is the summit 
of the gentle rise in the ground.

Other notable tactical points to our 
front were;
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\ POSITIONS OF ENORMOUS 
STRENGTH CARRIED BY > 

ASSAULT NEAR LA BA3SEB
The troops, pressing forward, gained 7. In fulfilment of the role assigned to 

ground as far east as the Bellewaarde it in these operations the army under 
Lake, but -found themselves unable .. to my command attacked the enemy on the 
maintain the advanced position. They morning of September 26. ; • 
were,, however, successful in securing and The main attack was delivered by the 
consolidating the ground won'during the 1st and 4th Corps between the La Bassee 
first part of the attack on a front of a Caqal on the north and a point of the 
thousand yards, including the advanced enemy’s Une opposite the viUage of 
portion of the enemy’s salient north of Grenay on the south.

•At the. same time a secondary attack, 
designed with the object of distracting 
the enemy’s attention and holding his 
troops "to their ground, was made by 
the 6th Corps on BeUewaarde Farm, sit­
uated to the east of Ypres. Subsidiary 
attacks, wtih similar objects, were de­
livered by the 3rd and Indian Qorps 
north of the La Bassee Canal and along' 
the whole front of the second army.

The object of the secondary attack 
by the 5th Corps was most. effectively 
acliievcd, for not only was the enetay 
contained on that front, but we have 
reason to believe that reserves, were hur­
ried toward that point of the line.

The attack was made at daybreak by 
the 3rd and 14th Divisions, and at first 
the greater part of the enemy’s front 
Une was taken but, owing to the power­
ful artiUery fire concentrated against 
them, the troops were unable to retain 
the ground, and had to return to their 
original trenches toward nightfall. Tht 
5th Corps succeeded, however, in. cap­
turing two officers and 188 other prison-

FOSBROOK— 
ver 28, to Mr. an| 
Parks street, a so

dite St. Elfe—A strongly defended 
mining village lying 1,800 yards "south 
of Haisnes.

formed under the most trying circum­
stances by might as weU as by day, and 
the tunnelling companies. These com­es"»

A very interestingTetter ïïas* been re­
ceived by E. S. Carter, of Rothesay, 
from his son, Lieut. Arthur N. Carter, 
machine gun officer of'the York and 
Lancaster 8th Battalion, Kitchener’s 
Army. The foUowtog paragraphs wiU 
be of interest to the people of St. John:

“For your great trouble about the 
socks I am very grateful. They will be 
of the greatest benefit imaginable to the 
men. While the government issue socks 
they are poor in quaUty and very in­
sufficient to numbey. One pair of hand- 
knitted Canadian socks wiU outlast four 
of government Issue and be ineffably 
warmer. Every pair WiU be put to good 
use, depend upon it.

“Things are very quiet here largely 
due to the wretched weather. Lots of 
mud and water in the ditches now. I 
have a famous pair of rubber boots is­
sued by the government and these are 
invaluable. They reach to the hips and 
.save your thighs which get as wet as 
your feet—short rubber boots are prac- 
ticaUy worthless.

“We had a very merrv time in the 
trenches last time. After the dry sum­
mer the sand bags, of which the dug- 
outs are made, were very rotten and 
Uterally scores feU in burying officers, 
men, equipment, indiscriminately. It 
would have been humorous if it had not 
been so desperately sticky and cold. 
However, everyone practically keeps 
well and a day’s sunshine restores every­
one’s temper majrveUously."

panics, officered largely by mining en­
gineers, and manned by professional 
miners, have devoted themselves whole­
heartedly to the dangerous work of of­
fensive and defensive mining, a task ever 
accompanied by great and unseen dan­
gers.

It is impossible within the limits of a 
despatch to give any just Idea of the 
work of these units, but It will be found, 
-when their history comes to be written, 
that it will present a story of danger, of 
heroism, and of difficulties surmounted 
worthy of the best traditions of the 
Royal Engineers, under whose general 
direction their work is carried out ,

26. Owing to the repeated use by the 
enemy of asphyxiating gases in their at­
tacks on our positions, I have been com­
pelled to resort to similar methods ; and 
a detachment was organised for this 
purpose, which took part to the opera­
tions commencing on Sept. 26 for the 
first time.

A though the enemy was known to 
have been prepared for such reprisals, 
our gas attack met with marked suc­
cess, and produced a demoralising effect 
to some of the opposing units, of which 
ample evidence was forthcoming to the 
captured trenches.

The men who undertook this work 
carried out their unfamiliar duties during 
a heavy bombardment with conspicuous 
gallantry and coolness ; and I feel con­
fident to their ability to more than hold 
their own should the enemy again resort 
to this method of warfare.

26. I would again call your lordship’s 
attention to the work of the Royal Fry­
ing Corps.
240 Fights to the Air.

Throughout the summer, notwith­
standing much unfavorable weather, the 
work of co-operating with the artillery, 
photographing the positions of yie ene­
my, bombing their communications and 
reconnoitring far over hostile territory 
has gone on unceasingly.

The volume of work performed stead­
ily Increases; the amount of flying has 
been more than doubled during this per­
iod. There 
combats in t 
case our pilots have had to seek the 
enemy behind his own lines, where he is 
assisted by the Are of his movable anti­
aircraft guns; and to spite of this they 
have succeeded in bringing down-flour of 
the German machines behind our tren­
ches and at least twelve to the enemy’s 
lines.

PRAISES WORK OF
DOMINION TROOPS

ON BATTLE LINE
For the valuable work carried out by 

the Royal Flying Corps I am greatly in­
debted to their commander, Brigadier- 
General H. M. Trenchant, C.B, D.S.O-. 
A.D.C*

27. Throughout the campaign the fin­
ancial requirements of the army have 
been successfully met by the army pay 
department. The troops have been paid, 
and <11 claims against the army dis­
charged, with, unbroken regularity, and 
the difficulties Inseparable from a for­
eign banking system and a strange cur­
rency" have been overcome. ’

The work of the department has been 
greatly assisted by the Bank of France, 
the administration of which -has Spared 
no effort to help.

28. While the circumstances of this 
campaign have brought no exceptional 
strain on horses, great credit js due to all 
concerned for the excellent arrangements 
in tiie remount depots and veterinary 
hospitals.

29. I am pleased to he able once more 
to report v*ry favorably on the divisions

"The Quarries”—Lying half way to 
the German trenches west of Cite St.

24, at Watson I 
Rev. Hubert T. 
1er, of Presque 
Gartley. of Bloo

the Ypres-Menin road.
During this action the fire of the ar­

tillery, was most ; effective, the prisoner* 
testifying to its destructiveness and ac­
curacy. It also prevented the delivery of 
counter-attacks, which were paralysed sit 
the outset. ,r, ■ !

Over 200 prisoners were tettittij betides 
some machine guns, trench mfcteriatyànà 
gun apparatus. A

Holding attacks toy the neighboring 
2nd and 6th Corps were successful in 
helping the main attack, whilst the 86th 
French Corps cooperated very usefully 
with artillery fire on Pilkem.

Near Hill 60 the 15th Infantry Brigade 
made four bombing attacks, gaming and 
occupying about fifty yards of trench.

On July 6 a small attack was made by 
the 11th Infantry Brigade on a German 
saljent between Boesinghe and Ypres, 
Which resulted in the capture of a front­
age of about 600 yards of trench and s 
number of prisoners.

'"’ Iil tiie course" of this operation it Was 
necessity to ■teÔve*'a’guh~orTbe 186th 
Battery; Royal Field Artillery, toto the 

' front line to destroy an enemy sap- 
To reach its position thfe gun had < 
taken over a high canal embankment, 
rafted over the canal under fire, pulled 
Up a bank with a slope of nearly 46 de­
grees, and then dragged over three 
trenches and a sky line to its position 
seventy yards from the German lines. 
This was carried out without loss.

This incident is of minor importance 
in,itself, but I quote it. as an example 
of the daily difficulties.w;hich officers and 
mep in the treqehes are constantly call­
ed upon to overcome,, and 01 Ahe,-spirit 
of initiative anpl resource which i$ .90 
marked a feature amongst them.

From July 10 to 12 the enemy-made 
attempts, after heavy shelling, to recap­
ture the lost- portion' of their lipe; but 
our artillery, assisted by that of the 
French on our left, prevented any seri­
ous assault from being delivered. Minor 
attacks were constant, but were easily 
repulsed by the garrison of our trenches.

On July 19 an enemy’s redoubt at the 
western eaAaot the. Hoogé defences was 
successfully mined and destroyed, and 4 
"small portion of thé enemy’s trendies 
Wàs captured. - ; i:i •" '
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Success Along Line. ‘

Similar demonstrations with equally 
good results were made along the whole 
front of the Second ^rmy.

With the same object to view; those 
ujiits of the First Army occupying the 
line north of the Bethune-La Bassee
SSfc operations!16'^ * ^ °Ut 8°me On the left of the 7th Division a Scot-

L^Ts oi toe 1st Corps assaulted ^Lutied" S
Ihe enemy’s trenches at Givenchy. The ’
Hrtre "he M01ÎÜL£j The attack was admirably delivered,
Pietre; while the 3rd Corps was directed and a uttle m ’
against the trenches at Le Biîdeu*. of the division 

These attacks started at daybreak an# northern outskirts, Puits 14 bis and H1U 
were at first successful all alqpg-the lme. 70, while some units had pushed on as 
Later to the day the enemy brought up far as ate St. Auguste, a mile effet of 
strong reserves, and after Hard lighting Hill 70. •
and variable fortune* the troops engaged The 16th Diyision carried out its ad- 
In this part of the Une reoccupled their vance with the greatest vigor, in spite 
original trenches at nightfaU. They sue- of its left flank being exposed owing to 
ceeded admirably, however, in fulfiling the 1st Division on its left having been 
thé role allotted to them, and in holding checked.
large number of tbe enemy away from About 1 p.m. the enemy brought up 
the mata attack; ' strong reserves, and the advanced por-

The 8th Division of the 3rd Corps and tiona of the division at Fosse 14 bis and 
the Meerut Division of the Indian Corps on the far side of HiU 70, were driven in 
were principally engaged in-thls part of We had, however, secured the very sub- 
the line. »?•*' stantial gain of Loos and the

On thé front of Third Army subsfc- portion of HiU 70. 
diary operations of a similar nature 11. At 9.80 a. m. I placed the 21st and 
were successfully carried out. 24th Divisions at the disposal of the

The wing of the Royal Flying Corps, general officer commanding First Army, 
attached to this army performed vale- who at once ordered the general officer 
able work by ndertaking distant flights commanding the 11th Cmps to move 
behind the enemy’s Unes and by -sue- them up In support of the attacking 
cessfutiy blowing up railways, wrecking troops.
trains, and damaging station on his line Between 11 a. m. and 12 noon the cen- 
of communication by means of bomb at- tral brigades of these divisions filed past 
tacks. toe at Bethune and Noeux lea Mines

Valugole assistance was rendered by respectively. At 11A0 a. to. the heads 
Vice-Admiral Bacon and a squadron of both divisions were within three miles 
his majesty’s ships operating off Zee- of our original trench line, 
brugge and Ostend. 1 As the success of the 47th Division on

8. The general plan of the main at- the right .of the 4th Corps caused me 
tack on September 26 was as foUows; less apprehension of a gap to our Une 

In co-opcration with an offensive near that point, J ordered the Guards 
movement by the 10th French Army on Division up to Nouex les Mines, and the 
our right, the 1st and 4th Corps were to 28jh Division to move in a southerly 
attack the enemy from a point opposite direction from BaiUeuL 
the little mining village of .Grenay, on »12. The first division, attacking on the 
the south, to the La Bassee Canid, on left of the 16th, was unable at first to 
the north. The VermeUes-Hulluch rotta make any headway with its right bri- 
was to be the dividing line between the gode.. - ■
two corps, the 4th Corps delivering tbe The brigades pn its left (the 1st) was, 
right attack, the 1st Corps tbe left:- however, able to get forward and pene- 

In view of the great length of lint trated into the outskirts of tiie village of 
along which the British troops were Hulluch, capturing some gun positions 
operating,- it was necessary to keep a on the way.
strong reserve to my own hand. The Thc determined advance of this bri- 
11th Corps, ébnsisttog of the Guards, the gode, with .its right flank dangerously

head, 
to be

TOWN TAKEN AFTER
AN HOUR’S FIGHTING- 

GALLANT SCOT DIVISION

our

“Something to Air."
“We have been in close reserve for the 

last few days—a mile and a half back 
to biUets—but each day we have been 
up in the trenches doing some elaborate 
remodeUing. The M.- G. section have 
been engaged on emplacements and dug- 
outs of a very high order, I persuade 
myself. These are being made in prep­
aration for—something at present in the 
air, of which if you have not heard, it 
wiU not have happened. Anyhow I ex­
pect to sprinkle a plentiful supply of 
.808 S. A. A. on the German communi­
cations and front Une if plans mature. 
No doubt we shaU be poUtely remon­
strated with by whizz bangs, etc- but 
it will be bad luck if we come off the 
worse after our preparations. ^

“While coming out of the trenches 
day one of my men was hit in the calf 
of the leg with a bullet which pene­
trated only about its own length, so that 
he could pick it out. (I have seen a 
half inch iron plates pierced by Huns’ 
bullets.) Everyone sympathized with 
him and told him it was hard luck. For 
if truth must be told anything short 
of a bullet to the head is considered 
a piece of great good fortune at the 
front as it means no more work and 
mud and cold and sleepless, drizzly, 
straining nights but rest and white 
sheets and tender feminine hands, and 
perhaps a month or two of home. So 
you can think how sick the poor devil 
was when he picked the wretched little 
sharp pointed thing out of his leg, h ni 
it dressed with iodine and walked hone

“Now from this little dissertation, 
full of truth as it is, you mustn’t 
agine that the spirit of the troops ’ 
here is not good—very high. But n 
one can be said to enjov the life- 
natural as it is—and each while anxion­
to do what he can is yet sufficiently 
fish to wish to get away from it for a 
time by means of a “cushy” wound.

“Lost my first man in the section last 
time in —— shot through head 
fortunately he had a wife and famij 
so many of our men have.”

27th inst., 
year of his age. .

ore than an hour parts 
occupied Loos and its the late John N 
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“EFFICIENCY OF ARTILLERY EX­
CEEDS EXPECTATIONS” EVEN 
ENEMY DECEIVED,
20, Since the date of my lost despatch

the army has received strong reinforce­
ments, and everÿ reinforcement has had 
Its quota of field artillery. In addition, 
numerous batteries of heavy guns and 
howitzers have been added to the 
strength of the heavy artillery. The ar­
rival of these reinforcements to the field 
has tested the capacity of the artUlery 
as a whole tp expand to meet the re­
quirements of the army, and to main­
tain the high level of efficiency that has 
characterised this arm v throughout the 
campaign. 8

Our enemy may have hoped, not per­
haps without reason, that it would be 
impossible for us, starting from such 
small béginntags, to build up an effi­
cient artillery to provide for the very 
large expansion of the army. If he 
tertaihed such hopes, he has now good 
reason to know that they have not been 
justified by the result.

The efficiency. of the artillery of the 
new armies has exceeded all expecta­
tions, and during .the period under re­
view excellent services have been 
dered by the Terri tori# artillery.

21. The work of the artillery during 
the daily life to the trenches calls for 
increasing vigilance and the mainten­
ance of an intricate system of 
m unications to a thorough state of ef­
ficiency, to order that the guns may be 
ever ready to render assistance to the 
infantry when necessity arises. A high 
standard of initiative to also required in 
order to maintain the moral ascendancy 
over the enemy, by impeding his work-
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SHORT-LIVED SUCCESS
OF SAVAGE NEW DEVICE 

OF THE GERMAN ARMY
5. Since ray last despatch a new de­

vice has been adopted by the enemy for 
driving burning liquid into our trenches 
was a strong jet.

Thus supported, an attack- waa made 
on the trenches of the Second Array irt 
Hooge, on the Menin road, early on July 
30. Most of the infantry occupying these 
trenches were driven hack, but their re­
tirement was due far more to the sur­
prise and temporary confusion caused 
by the burning liquid than to the actual 
damage inflicted.

Gallant endeavors were made by re­
peated counter-attacks to recapture the 
lost section of trenches. These, however, 
proving unsuccessful and costly, a -new 
line ,of trenches was consolidated a short 
distance further back.

Attacks made by the enemy at tht 
same time west of Bellewaarder Lake 
were repulsed.

On August 9 these losses were bril­
liantly regained, owing to a successful 
attack carried out by the 6th division. 
This attack was very well evecuted and 
resulted in the recapture, with small cas­

ts sed to consolidating 
and to making a cer-

I

en-

|j
more \ man from Ce 

self at a Dundee i 
the sergeant he 
sergeant surveye 
said—“But you’r< 

“I’m no sae w< 
there,” answered 

“But,” said th 
officer.”

“Weel,” replied 
awfu’ pertiekler. 
Weekly Scotsmai
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Help From French*
On the evening of this day the sit­

uation remained practically unchanged.
16. The line occupied by the troops 

of the First "Army south of the canal 
became now very much extended by 
the salient with which it indented the 
enemy’s Une.

The French 10th Army had been 
very heavily opposed, and I considered 
that the advance they were able to

com-
l n-

i,

Boiled sea water has been fourni 
excellent disinfectant for bullet wo in 
by a French surgeon.
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