. ‘gun apparntus

' initself, but I gueote .an
ottt Lt i

of Festubert, the troops. of = the "
Ar::g.mexemsmd

were unable to retain 'the gﬁ
‘their flanks being too. mueb e:pom’l {
.Yp:u Bottle\ SRR

4<0n June 16, an attack was u!‘rled

out by the th Corpa’dl;-the Bellewurde i

Ridge, east of Ypres.

-quany~of his dead: and wounded b'ein
founddn- the trenches:: "
“The troops, ‘pressing !Urwnd,

ground as far- east as the Bﬂl\em 3
. “lmle; but: foond: themsel
maintain the advanced-

!\'n'several minor op—- ﬁ’

.The enemy’s front line was coptured, %

were,. howeter, nuooaof
consolid

curacy, It also prevented the deli 1«7
counter—attu:ks, wluc 2 )
the’ou,tset.

Holding attacks by the nexg&bonng
2nd an(?‘('ith Lorps were successful ~in
helping the main attack, whilst the 86th
E g
with a

Near Hill 60 the 15th Infantry Brigade
‘made four bombing attacks, gaihing and|
occupying ‘about fifty yards of trench.

On July mall attack was made by

‘Battery, Royal Field Artillery; i
* front line to (Ientroy an enemy saj
To reach its position the gun had to be
taken over a high canal embankment,
rafted over the canal under fire, pulled
up & bank with a.slope of nearly, 45
grees, and  then dragged - ov.
trenches and a sky line to
-seventy .yards from the German
This was carried out without loss.
'This .incident is of minor im;mrtmel:

marked a feature amongst them.
From: Jul 10 to 12 the epemy‘made
-attempts, eavy  shellig, to:
ture the lost porﬁom of theb ‘lige;: but
our ‘artillery, assisted by that of the|
French ‘on our’left, prev any. seri-
ous assault from being de verdd. ‘Minor
attacks: were constant; but were ‘easily |
repulsed by the garrison of ouf trenches.
On July 19 an-enemy’s redoubt at the
western epgi.of the.Hooge defences was
successfull Jmined am}
ont o? the en y’s

“gmal
Wwas cajbhlred

5. Smoe tuy ‘last  despatch a new de-
vice has been adopted by the enemy for
- driving burning liguid into our trenches
--was -a strong jet.

‘Thus :supperted, an ‘ttwek‘- m ‘made
on thetrenches: of the Second-Asmy. bt
Hooge, on the Menin road; early on‘July
80. Most of the infantry occupying these
trenches ‘were-driven Back, but their re-
‘tiremént was due far 'more(to ‘the sur- |
prise and -temporary confusion  'caused
by the burning lignid than to the actuu.l
damage inflicted.

Gallant endeavors were made hy re-
peated ecounter-attacks tn recapture the
lost seetion of trenches. These, however,
vaing unsuecessful . and .costly, a new
ineof trenches was consolidated a short
distance. further back.

Attacks made by ‘the enemy at the
same -time west of Bellewurdq Lake

. were repulsed. -

On. August 9 these losscs“were bril-
liantly regained, owing to a’ successful
attack carried out by the 6th divisian.
This attack was very well evecuted and

"thegro

.| turing two officers and 188. other pﬂsm-
was | ers.

.SucculAlonthe, ; e

lines.| minor operations.

Tecap-| ind variable fortunes: the

theﬁr, the troops were
1 trem:hes ward nightfall.
uthmczxps succeeded, Mm’ in: cay

- Similar demonstratnons with udb
good results were made along t\re wholé
front of theSeuondérm ke

With the 'same object in vxew, those

line north .of . the Bethune-La Bassee/|
‘Canal were detailed to cg.m out some

“Portions of the 1st corps maulted
the enemy’s. trenches ‘at Givenchy.

the. trenches at Lie.Bridoux::

Th’c.ne ‘attacks started at ,&yb%ﬂ
7 i

r ay’the en ght - up
sirong reserves, and after hard tig

: it
in this part of the line. wﬁ‘t"
original trenches at: nightfall. They sue-
ceeded admirably, however, in fulfiling
-the yole allotted to them, and in holding

the mainattack.

The 8th Division of the 8rd Corps and
the Meerut: ton: of the-Indian Corps
wlr‘ere pﬁn engaged h‘&hls pix't of
the line

On the front of 'I‘hird Army subsi-
diary - operations- of ‘a  gimilar ' hature
were successfully carried out. "

‘The wing of the Royadl“Flying Corps
attached to this drmy performed valm-
able work by ‘ndertaking distant flights
behind the enemy’s lines and by ‘suc-
cessfully blowing up railways, wrecking
trains, and damaging station on his ‘line
(t)f io;mmnnicﬁon by means of bomb at-
ac

Valuable - assistance wu xenderegi .by
Vice-Admiral Bacon  and a squadron of|
bis majmfy’s ihips operating: off Zec-

b and Ostend,

“‘asho -general - plan of the mo]n at.
tack on: September 25 was ‘as follows: -

In: cos(:pcn.tum ‘with . an oﬂeasive
movement by the 10th French Army' on
our right, the lst-and 4th Corps were to
attack:the enemy from a point opposite
the little mining ‘ village of .Grenay, en| .
the south, to the La Bassee Canal, on
the north, The Vermelles-Hulluch:roua

two corps, the 4th Corps delivering the
right attack, the 1st-Corps the leff.« .
In view of the great -length .of "line
along. which ' the British troops . were
eperating; it ‘was necessary to kecp a
styong reserve in my ‘own hand. The

‘were, stccessful all
3 just ‘south ‘of the La.

upits of the First Army o¢cupying the|

..attacked the Moul!n du,
and Pletnp‘mldle’theard Corps.was directed|

large :number - of the enemy’ away foom 3

was fo be the dividing line between thel

ches ubutting into the defences of Fosse

Jassee’ Canal,
. 'The enemy met the adv by wild
infantry fire of slight intensity, but his
or!gtry fire was accurate and ceused
‘consfderable casualties.
' The 47th division on the right of the
Corps rapidly swung its left for-
d occupied  the  southern out-
Loos and a big double slag
te, Grena.y, known as “Double |
er. ~Thence it plwhed “on, md, By
taking possession of the cemeterv.’

1 enelosures and chalk pits south of Loos,
mctem in fogming a strong dofm)sive ;

Chis London Territorial ‘Divlliun o

‘quitted itself most creditably. w’i&
“'skilfully led and the troaps - csﬁ‘ied out|
their task with-great energy and deter- |
mination. 'I‘hey contributed largely to
our success in this part of the field.
TGWN TAKEN AF’IIR )
} AN HOUR’S FIGHTING—
GALLANT SCOT DIVISION

On ‘the Jeft of the Tth Division a Scot-
tish division of the New Armies (156th
Division) asaulted; Loos, Hﬂl 70" and
hel Posse 14 bis.

The attnck was admirably delivered,

more than an hour parts

; ofdge division  occupiéd Loos and_ its

;3 outskirts, l;lilt‘!ag‘l d. Hill
e some uni .on as
u Ci te St. A’ns'uste, opgﬂe ‘efist. of

The lﬁth Diyision carried out its ad~

I vance with ‘the greatest vigor, in spite

of its left k being exposed owing to
‘the 1st Dlv ion on its left huving been |
checked.

‘About 1 p.m. the enemy : bmught up
strong reserves, and the adv por-
tions -of the ‘division at Foase 14 bis and
on-the far side of Hill 70, were driven‘in,
‘We had, however, aecured the very sub-
stantial ‘gain of Loos and the western,
portion of Hill 70,

11 At 9:30 a. m: Iphcedtheﬁlstand
24th- Divisions  at the disposal. of the
general officer commanding First Army,
who at’ once ordered ‘the’ general officer
‘commanding the 11th Cotps 'to ‘move | man
them ‘up in “support - of the sthcld!\s
troops.

Between 11 a. m. and' 12 noon the cen<
tral brigades of these divisions filed past

of our . original ‘trench line.

+As the success of the 47th Divisiou on
vthe right. of the 4th Corps caused me
less apprehension of a gap in our line
near that point, I ordered the Guards
Division up to Nouex les Mines, and the
26th Division to move in a southerly
direction from Bailleul.

;+12. The first. division, attacking on tbo
_vleft of the 15th, was unable at first to].
make any. headway wlth its right bri-

gade.

“The bnga.dcs on (its left (tbz 1st) was,
'lwwever, akle to.get forward and pene-,
trated into the.outskirts of the village of
Hulluch, captuﬂng some gun positions
on the way, . .¢

The dctermined adva.nce of this bri-

resulted in the recapture, with smail cas-

1th' Corps. consisting of the Gwdl. tbe

| Hulluch and on*
] / ‘ ; i 3| side of Hill 70 -
| front line by three communication tren-

: theidvm
‘i Divisions, uhieh.m then movhg.lor- .,.".; Wy

tlmmghout the day,
whjch qu very detrimental to efficient
md reoonnuhanee by

‘'of “September =26 d on: that evening
wﬁyu%eevy attueks: ?eliVered by the ‘ene-
¥ "Were’ “with'severe loss.» -
9n ‘the 4th’ Corps front attacks on
.redoubt on the east
re. put in operotlon,
but were “anti by the enemy or-
sanidng a. very/strong - offensive from
that directions30These attacks drove in
thaeps.of, the 21st and 24th’

wud sto Mkés o

W

‘a small . gain of

bﬁlt &'pﬂ'ﬁ back to the northwest'
ar as Loose-La; Bassée road, which it}

cept foﬂowed for 1,000 yards,-bearing thence

north-eastward to near the west end of
Oulluch, :Theree northward it was the
1?:; as xrhna‘heenau the previous
night,

The night. of ‘Septunber 26-27 was as
disturbed as the previbus . might; for
many further ebunte: tacks were made
and . constant press mdnuimed
by the enemy;

A dismounted: cavalry ,bﬂgnde was
'thrown into: Loos to form a garrison.

Onthlsd:y Iplucedthe!ﬁth mvklon

the momiww(the 27th.” He was amost
distinguishgd: and: capable leader, and his
1oss -will“ be;sev: feit.
16—Soon jafter dawn on the: 27th it
became. apparent that the brigade hold-
ing Fosse 8$; was unable to maintain its
position, ‘and eventually it was slowly
:;;?d bwkqi:nﬂl at lengtli:eou‘r front. at
point with the eastern por-
tion of the mﬂedmxem Redoubt.

Atta&onﬂlll'l‘o,

I regret'to sdy that during this opera-
tion Major-General G. H. Thesiger, C. B,
C.M. G, A.D:C, commanding the
Dlvidon, was killed whilst most gallant-
ly enideavoring to secure the gmnnd
whieh had ‘been won. ;

4 ‘this day the

; oon © of
Guiardy DN , which had taken over|.
part ofjhe lilk to the north of theubth
Corps, almost  restored our former line,
bringing it up parallel to and slightly
west ‘of the Eens-La Bassee road.
This. division made a very - brilliant
and successful‘attack on Hill 70 in’ the
afternoon. ‘Phey'drove the Germans off
the top of thé*hill, but could not take the
redoubt, whick i on the northeast sl
below the crest. also ‘took  the
Chalk Pit, which lies north of Puits 14,
and all the adjacent woods, but were un-'
able to maintzin -themselves in the Puits
ihe!f which mfp:;g:: dﬂec}:ively com-
well. machine-guns.
'I‘he ml{ Division, on the right of the
Guards, cuptned a wood farther to the
south, md a severe ° hostile

me . at. Bethune and' Noeux les: Mines| The 28th “was passed in comolideting
‘respectively.’ Atll”l.nﬂi’tliehecdsthe‘ and in making a cer-
ot both divisions were within' three m!les

tain number. pf internal moves .of ;di-
wvisions, -in. order to give the troops .rest
and to ‘enable those units whose casual~
ties had been heavy to reﬂll their ranks
with reinforcements,

The. 4#th Division'made a llttle more
ground to the:south, eopturing one neld
gun and a few machine-guns

He!p From Freach.

“On the evening of this ‘day the sit-
.uation remained pmcﬂcnﬂy unchanged.
16, ‘The line occupied: by the troops
of the First “Army south of the ‘canal
‘became now' very ‘much’ extended
the salient with ' which it indented the
enemys line.
he ‘French 10th Army had been
very ‘heavily opposed, and I considered

| which ‘we ‘were 'holding, and’

' appr

dinthispntoftﬁe ‘
pthﬂ‘ﬁléhere was no change up|-
“ From Hill 70 the | line

|enemy, and the

mke did not u.ﬂ’ord suﬂcient protect!on
hg m'ﬂ:ht .
' this | to Gmmi

¢ Wﬂﬂnt
ﬁ)fnf ‘he was kind enough to ssk the

i

commander of the northern :group f)f
French ‘armies to render me assistance:
General Foch' met thgse demands in

':hf;mefﬂeudlyspntwmthhehu

ays displayed throughout ‘the course
of the whole campaign, and expressed
his 1ess to give me ull the Gupport

On the ‘morming. of the 28th we dis-
cussed the situation, and' the

| be cotild.

st| agreed to send the 9th- rmuwm
{ to take dver the ground

by us,
extending from the French lgﬁ, up fo
and including that portion of qut;o
e
-of Loos
This relief was commenced ion Sept.
80 and completed on the two following
nights.
© 17. During “Sept, 29and001ndthe
first’ days ot October ﬁghting was al-
‘most contipuous along’ the ' northern

part of the new llne, cularly about
tﬁe ohenzollern ubt 'and neigh-
ring treniches, to 3 Uthe “enemy

M&l
u&.. however, inva.rlh'bly broke down
with very hewy loss under the accurate
fire of our infantry and artillery
The " Germans succeded* in gaining
some ground ‘in ‘and about the Hohen-
gollern Redoubt, but they paid heavily
lorltinthelonesteysu flered.
LA G R e
u guis gen-
| éral of division during these operations.
‘On the afternoon of October 2 Major-
Generul F. D. V. Wing, C.B., command-
ing the 12th (liv‘lslon, was' ku.led

NEARLY NINI 'THOUSAND’
.. DEAD IN FRONT
OF BRI’I'ISH IN ATTACK.

18. - On the a.ﬁsemoon of  Oct. 8 our
‘expectations in' regard to ‘a' oounter-
attack were fulfilled. - The encmy di-
rected a violent and intense . k all
along ' the line from Fosse 8 the
north to  the right of "the Frmch oth
Corps on the south, The attack was
‘delivered ‘by some twentv-eight bat-
talions in first line, with 1 r forces

t"‘? ‘In aupport, and was pvepued y a véry

‘heavy bombardment from “all’ _parts of
tho enemy’l front.

""At all parts of the line ‘except two

[ the Germans swere repulsed with.: tre-

loss, and it is compated - on

¢ authority that they left. some

to 9,000 dead lying ‘on' the:battle-

: ﬁeld in front of the British and French

: bntbeﬂgmtheottacksnmededin
; umking a small - unimportant lodgment

on the Double ‘Crassier held by “the
French; whilst on the left the  trench
held by troops of the Guards Division

.fto the northeast of the Hohenzollern

Redoubt was. temporarily: ‘captured. The
htter wu, however, speedily retaken,
on-Qctober 9 the line

mr;;mmk = gﬁ. .“:fstll:t.t;:‘ subsgi-
b Ay o
was* made:from: the 'direction  of  the
Hohenzollern Rcdou.bt ignlnst “the
Guards Division. -
- Some eight or ta: Germou buttalions
wc.ere directed mmst +the French 9th

TpSs.’

19. The: podtlon issmulted anhl carried
with so much brrmhncy and dash by
the 1stand 4th Corps on Sept. 25 was|.
an-exceptionally strong one. It extend-
ed along a distance of some 6,500 yards,
consisted “of a double line, which in-
cluded works of considerable: strength,’
and’ was a network “of - trenches and
bomb-proof shelters.” Some of the dug-
outs_and shelters formed: veritable caves
‘thirty. feet below the ground; with al-
‘most impenetrable ' head ' cover. The
~| enemy.‘had expended .months of ‘labor
vpon -perfecting -these:defences, .

'The total “number of prisoners cap-
tured during: these. operations amounted
to fifty-seven officers and 3,000 other
ranks, Material which: fell - into = our
hands included twenty-six field ‘guns,
forty machine guns, a.nd three minen-
werfer,

1 deeply: regget the heavy casualties
which- wete incurred in.this battle, Te
in view of the great istrength of t
position, the !tnbbom ‘gef% of the
powerf artillery by
which he was supported; I do not think
they were excessive. .1 am happy to be

the 0tir| able to add that the proportion of slight- |

l)" wounded is: ul.aﬂfdy very la.rge in-

"-:/

“mrcxmcv or ARTILLERY EX-.
CEEDS EXPECTATIONS” EVEN
ENEMY DECEIVED,

20,  Singe the date of my last despatch
the army has received strong reinforce-
ments; and ‘every teinforcement has had
its quota of field artillery. In addition,
‘numerous’ batteries' of heavy 'guns and
howitzers have ' been added to -the

ope, | strength of the heavy artillery. The ar-

rival'of these reinforcements in the field
has tested the ca.padty of the artillery
as.a whole to expand ‘to meet the"re-
quirements the army, and to ‘main-
tain the high level of: that has
characterized this arm & throughout the
Ok e

ur enemy may hove hoped. not per-
haps without reason; that it would be
impossible for .us, starting from such
small béginnings, to*build up an effi-
cient ‘artillery to provide for the very
large expansion of the army. If he en-
(tertained such hopes; he has now good
reason to know that they have not been
Justified by the ‘result.

The' efficiency  of the artillery of the
new armies: has: exeeeded all - expecta-
tions, ‘'and during the ‘period under re-
view éxcellent services have been ren-
dered by the Territoria? ‘artillery,

21. The work: of’ the ‘artillery - during
the :daily life in' the trenches calls for
increasing vigilance and the wmainten-
ance of an intricate ‘system of ~com-
munications in a thorough state of ef-

by | ficlency, in order that the guns may be

‘ever ‘ready to render assistance to the
infantry: when necessity arises. A high
standard of initiative is also required in

gede, with. jts right' flank’ dangerously

that * the odvonce they were able to

e

i

order to maintain the moral ‘ascendancy
over the enemy, by imped!n; his work—

t value * His at- |y

midnight on
held’ bm First ‘Ariny “was 1dentically | g1
the same as that held before the ene-
myfl attack started.

ing parties, - destroying his works and
keeping his ‘artillery fire. under control.

tillery has responded in a manner that
is altogether admirable.

. dn the severe offensive actions that
‘have taken nlace it is notitoo much to
say that the first element of success has®
?::llxl the artillery preparation of the at-

Only when this preparation has been
thorough ‘have our attacks succeeded. It
‘is impossible o convey in a despatch
an adequate:impression: of the amount
of care and labor involved in the minute
4nd  exact preparations
necessary preliminaries of a- bom:bard-
ment preparatory to an attack in'a mod-
érn battle.

The immense number of guns that.it
is necessary to concentrate, the amount
of ammunition to be supplied “to lheny
and the diversity of the tasks to be cai~
ried . out demand a very high order of
skill in organization and technical pro-
fessional knowledge.

22, The  suecessful - attacks at Hooge
‘on Aug 9 and of the First Army- on
‘Sept. 25 show. that ‘our: artillery officers
the y talents and the
rank and file the necessary skill and en-
durance to ensure success in operations
of this character.

Praise For All Ranks.

Moreover, the repulse of  the enemy’s
attack on Oct. 8 in the neighborhood ‘of
Loos and Hulluch with such heavy losses
|shows: the capacity of the artillery to

concentrate its fire promptly and effect- field.

ively at a moment’s notice for the de-
fence of the front.

1 cannot ‘close these remarks on the
artillery ' without expressing my admira-
tion for the work of the observing. offi-
cers and the men who work with them.
Carrying out their duties, as they do, in
close proximity to the front live in ob-
serving stations. that are the special
mark of the enemy’s guns, they are con-
stantly exposed to fire, and are com-
pelled to carry on their work involving
the use of delicate instruments .and the
making of nice calculations, in circum-
stances of the . greatest difficulty and
danger. That they have never = failsl
in_ their duties, and that they have suf-
fered very heavy casualties in perform-
ing them, aze to their lasting credit and
honor:

The: work of the artillery in eo-cpera~
tion with the Royal Flying Corps con-
tinues' to  muke most satisfactory pro-
‘gress, and has been most highly credi-
able to all concerned.

The new weapons ihat have been
under review have more than fulfilled
expectaticns, and’ the enemy must Hel
well aware of their accuracy and general|’
efliciency.

28. I have on previous occasions called}
 your - lordship’s_attention to the admir-
able ‘work of the ‘co¥fis of the Royal
Engineers.

24. In this despatc X wish particular-
Iy to draw attention’to“the work of the
Id" units and wrmy “froops companies,
which must  almost iavariably be per-

fengive and defensive mining, a task ever

] aconmp-nled by great and unseen dan-

gers, .
It is impossible within the limits of a

¢ { despatch to give any just idea of the

work of these units, but it will be found,
when their history comes to be written,
that it will present a story of danger, of
heroism, . and ‘of difficulties surmounted
worthy of the best traditions of the
Iloyal Engineers, under whose general
direction their work 1s carried out.

25. Owing to the repeated use by ‘the
enemy of asphyxiating gases in their at-
tacks on our positions, I have been com-
pelled to resort to’similar methods; and
a detachment was : organized for this
‘purpose, which took part in the opera-
tions commencing. on Sept 25 for the
{irst time,

Athough the enemy was known to
have been prepared for such reprisals,
our gas attack met with marked . suc-
cess, and produced a demoralizing effect
in some of the opposing units, of which
umple ‘evidence was forthcoming in the
captured trenches,

The:.men whe undertook - this - work
carried out their unfamiliar duties during
a heavy bombardment with conspicuous
gallantry and coolness; and I feel con-
fident in their ability to more than. hold
their own should the enemy again resort
to this method of warfare,

26. I would again call your lordship’s
attention to the work of the Royal Fly-
ing Corps.

240 Fights in the Air,

Throughout the summer, notwith-
work of co-operating with the artillery,
photographing the positions of the ene-
my, iing their communications and

reconnoitring far over hostile tendtory
‘has. goneon unceasingly.

The volume of work performed stead-
ily. inereases;: the amount of flying ‘has
been more than doubled during this per-
iod.. There have been more than 240
combats in the air, and in nearly every
case our: pilots have had to seek the
enemy behind his own lines, where he is
assisted by the fire of his movable anti-
aircraft guns; and in spite of this they
have succeeded in' bringing down-four, of
the German machines -behind. our tren-
ches and at least twelve: in the enemy’s
lines, -

PRAISES WORK OF
' 'DOMINION TROOPS :
' ON BATTLE LINE

For the valuable work carried. out by
the Royal Flying Corps I am greoﬂy in-
debted . to their commander, Brigadier-
ﬁell;eral H. M. Trenchard, C.B DS.0.,

C.

27. Throughout the campolgn the fin-
ancial requirements .of the army have
been successfully met by the army pay
department. - The troops have been. paid;
and dll . claims against - the army dis-
charged, with W Ainbroken: regularity, and
the difficul inseparable -from a for-
eign g system and a strange cur-

R T

€ worl epartment has been
greatly assisted by the Bank of ‘rance,
the administration’ of whioh «hu %pm-ed
no: cﬂort to help.

28, While the circumstances of this
campaign  have  brought no exceptional
strain on horses, gréat credit js due to all
coneerned for the excellent ments
in the remount depots and rinary
hospitals.

29. 1 am pleased tobea.hlaonee more

to report v,*ry fovombly on the divisions

To the many calls upon them the ar-|report.

that are the d“Plt

!

plwced in the field during the period £

fo um:l:‘r hthe most trylng circum-
s by gta.swellash ond
the-igun;ﬂﬁug companies. 'lyhue “eom=
Jpiules, oific by mining en-
gincers, and manned by professional
min ‘have devoted themselves whole-
‘heartedly to the dangerous work of of-

standing ‘much unfavorable weather, the | b

of the new armies which have drrl\(d in
this country since the date of my lust

It is ‘evident that great trouble .
muéh hard work have been exjendeq i
these units during their tmmmz at h, ne,
and it is found that they have rece
such sound teaching that a short per; ‘1
‘of instruetion in trench life ung
soon enables them.to take their )
with credit beside their acclip
comrades of the older formations,

80. The Territorial force units }aye
continued _to merit the favorable ..
marks I have made on them in previgy

ches, and have taken a pron rinent
part in many of the active operatio
‘in"which the army has been enguged.

81, A new division has been sent frop,
Canada, and has joined the army in {),
‘field.” The material of which it is cop.
‘posed is excellent; and this divisiog
bwill, I am convinced, acquit itseif g
well in face of the enemy as the gt
Canadian: Division has always donc.

82. During. the' period under report I
have been very glad once more to re-
ceive the prime minister at my head-
quarters, as well -as the secretary of
state for war. ; ;

The prime minister of Canada and the
aninister of militia and defence of Can-
ada also came-to Erance for a few days
and visited the troops of the Canadian
contingent,

The ‘chief rabbi paid a short visit to
the front and interested himself in the
members of the large Jewish commun-
ity now serving with the army in the

ized

33. 1 cannot conclude the account of

these operations without expressing the
deep admiration felt by all ranks of the
‘army under my command for the splen-
did part taken by our French Allies in
the battle which opened. on Sept. 25
Fortified positions of immense strength
upon which months of skill and labor
had been expended, and which extended
for many miles ‘were ‘stormed and cap-
tured by our French comrades with a
bravery and determination ‘which went
far to instil hope and spirit into the Al-
lied forces.

‘The large captures of men and ma-
terial  which  fellinto their hands testi-
fied to the completeness of their victory.

84. The part taken by the troops of
His Majesty the King of the Belgians
was very effective in holding the enemy
in front of them to his positions,

85. I have many names to bring to
your lordship’s notice for valuable, gal-
lant and distinguished service during the
period under review, and these will form
‘the subject of a separate report at an
y. date.

« T have the honor to be,
Your lordship’s most obedient servant,
. D. P. FRENCH.

“SOMETHING 1N AlR,”
WRITES LT, CARTER

— R DA it it ]

A Very htemting letter has been re-
ceived by E. S; Carter, of Rothesay,
from his son, Lieut. Arthur N. Carter,
machine gun officer of ‘the York and

Lancaster 8th Battalion, Kitcheners
Army. The following paragraphs will
be of interest to the people of St, John:

“For your great trouble about the
socks I am very grateful. ‘They will be
of the greatest benefit imaginable to the
men. While the government issue socks
they are poor in guality and very in-
sufficient in number. One pair of hand-
knitted Canadian socks ‘will outlast: four
of government fissue and be ineffably
warmer. Every paif' will be put to good
use, depend upon it.

“Things are very quiet here largely

due to the wretched weather. Lots of
mud and water in the ditches now. I
have a famous pair of rubber boots is-
sued by the government and these are
invaluable. They reach to the hips and
\save your thighs which get as wet as
your feet—short rubber boots are prac-
tically worthless,
“We had a very merrv time in the
trenches last time, After the dry sum-
mer the sand bags, of which the dug-
outs are made, were very rotten and
literally scores fell in burying officers,
men, equipment, indiscriminately. It
would have been humorous if it had not
been so desperately’ sticky ~ and cold.
However, everyone practically keeps
well and a day’s sunshine restores every-
one’s temper magvellously.”

“Something in Air”

“We have been in close reserve for the
last few days—a mile and a half back
in billets—but each day we have been
up in the trenches doing some elaborate
remodelling. = The M. G. section have
een engaged on emplacements and dug-
outs of a very high order, I persuade
myself. These are being made in prep-
aration for—something at present in the
air, of which if you have not heard, it
will not have happened.” Anyhow I ex-
pect to sprinkle a plentiful supply of
808 S. A, A, on the German ‘communi-
cations and front line if plans mgture.
No doubt we shall be politely rctnon-
strated with by whizz bangs, etc, but
it will be bad iuck if we comg off the
worse after our preparations.

“While comirz out of the trencﬁmns to-
day one of my men was hit in‘the calf
of the leg with a bullet which pene-
trated only about its own length, so that
he could pick it out. (I have seen a
half inch iron plates pierced by Huns
‘bullets.) . Everyone. sympathized with
him and told him it was hard luck. For
if truth must be told anything short
of a bullet in the head is considercd
a plece of great good fortune at the
front as it means no more work and
mud and cold and sleepless, drizzly.
straining nights but rest and white
sheets and tender feminine hands, and
perhaps a month or two of home. S0
you can think how sick the poor devil
was when he picked the wretched little
sharp. pointed thing out of his leg, hwl
it dressed with iodine and walked honu

“Now from this little dissertation
full of truth as it is, you mustn’t in-
agine that the spirit of the troops !
Lere is not good—very high. But !
one can be said to enjov the life—un
natural as it is—and each while anxio
to do what he can is yet sufficiently «
fish to wish to get away from it fv.' 4
time by means of a “cushy wound

“Lost my first man in the section ol
time in —= shot through head. 17-
fortunately he had a wife and famil
50 many of our men have.”

Boiled sea water has been found
excellent disinfectant for bullet woult

by ‘a French surgeon.

-
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