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FROM BEHIND THE SPEAKER'S CHAIR.

The Western Liberal,

Liberal organs have been quoting with approval a
speech delivered in the House last week by Mr. Knowles,
Liberal member for Moosejaw, Saskatchewan, in which
he roundly condemned the Borden Government on the
charge of not keeping its pre-election pledges. The
speech was one of the random utterances to which Parlia-
ment has grown accustomed from Western members of
the Opposition. Unsupported by argument or testimony,
Liberal organs have nevertheless seized on it with avid-
ity; the St. John Times among the number.

“The people of Canada,” says the Times, “will appre-
“ ciate the remarks made in Parliament yesterday by Mr
“ Knowles of Moosejaw, when the Government refused
to keep its pledge to the West in the matter of grain
elevators. ‘This is already a Government of broken
promises,’ declared the Mo nan.’ ‘It has broken
“its promise to the Protest s of Ontario in connection
“ with a uniform marriage act; it has broken its prom-
*ise to the Habitants of Quebec in connection with the
“repeal of the naval law; it has broken its promise to
*“the depositors and shareholders of the Farmers’ Bank,
% whom it pledged itself to recoup; it has broken its
“promise to the Western farmers in connection with the
“ control and operation of terminal elevators, But it
*“ kept its promise to the Manufacturers’ Association ar
“the highly protected interests in the establishment of a
“ Tariff Commission.”’

It may be worth while to briefly consider these sins
of omission and commission which Mr, Knowles seeks to
lay at the door of the Government, Taking his allega-
tions of bad faith in their order, we come first to the
charge that the “promise to the Protestants of Ontario in
connection with a uniform marriage act” has been brok-
en. Mr. Knowles conveniently forgets that the Govern-
ment, which has been in office less than five months, has
already taken steps to definitely ascertain what jurisdic-
tion the Parliament of the Dominion has on this question
Eminent counsel have been appointed to present every
phase of the case before the Supreme Court of Canada,
and, as the question of Provincial authority is involved,
the Governments of all the Provinces have been invited to
send legal representatives, If Mr. Knowles is to be be-
lieved, the proper course would be for Parliament to pass
a law first and find out afterwards whether or not the
act placed on the statute books was ultra vires. No re-
sponsible Government could transact the nation’s busi-
ness on that basis. It would lead to endless confusion.

The next allegation charges the Government with
having “broken its promise to the Habitants of Quebec in
connection with the repeal of the ngval law.” According
to Mr. Knowles’ line of argumeni: the present Government
having expressed its disapproval of the naval law, should
have repealed it on assuming office, thus leaving the
Naval Department, such as it is,ina state of chaos until
such time as the British Government and the people of
Canada had been consulted. Any such action would be
Justly condemned as childish to a degree,

Next we have the complaint that the Government
“has broken its promise to the depositors and sharehold-
ers of the Farmers' Bank, whom it pledged itself to re-
coup.” This promise is a figment of Mr. Knowles’ vivid
imagination, specially invented for consumption in the
West. The Government never made any such promise,
I so, when? What the Government has done is to ap-
point Sir William Meredith, Chief Justice of Ontario, as a
Royal Commission with full power to make a thorough
and searching investigation into the affairs of the bank
and to submit a report. The wisdom of thigs course, in
view of the culpable carelessness of the late Minister of
Finance, is not open to question.

Then we are reguled with the information that the
Government has “broken its promise to the Western far
1uers in connection with the control and operation of ter-
minal elevators.” Section 13 of the Grain Act, which is
now up for the third reading, gives authority to the Gov-
ernorin-Council “to construct, acquire, lease or expropri.
ate"” any terminal elevator if Parliament has granted the
money for such purpose. Mr. Foster has already inform-
ed Parliament that a grant of money to acquire terminal
elevators at Fort William and Port Arthur will be asked
for this session. Irresponsible gentlemen like Mr.
Knowles desire to see the Government plunge headlong
into the elevator business and purchase every terminal
elevator in sight, regardless of the cost to the country.
The principle has been established in the Grain Act and
the policy will be carried out gradually and judiciously as
circumstances permit, It may safely be said that the
Grain Act, with its stringent provisions regarding the
bhandling and transportation of grain, is the most import-
ant piece of legislation ever passed in the interest of the
Western farmer.

it is characteristic of Mr. Knowles as a Western
iiberal, that he has a final fling at the Tariff Commission,

W

which he asserts the Government is creating to keep “its’|

promise to the Manufacturers’ Association and the high-
1y protected interests.” -No speech by a member of the
Liberal contingent from the Prairie Provinces would be
complete these days without some sneering reference to
“the Interests” and the manufacturers, “The interests”
is a term sufficiently vague to suggest all kinds of graft
and extortion. The Eastern manufacturer is invariably
pitted against the Western farmer and apparently ought
to be denied the right to live. No defence of the Tariff
Commission is necessary, It is well known that the wide
_ Bcope of its investigati will include the p of
the farm and the factory alike,
The speech of Mr. Knowles is typical of the narrow
‘and sectional view taken by certain Western Liberals on
great National guestions. It lacks all the el of

men, same of which have already shut do
the strike is ended within a few. dayvs of these
manufacturing concerns will be forced to close, throwi
their employees on the street.  Fuel for ]
poses is also very scarce, and there is alréady much suf-
fering among the poorer classes, who a8 usual are com-
pelled to pay an increased price for a commodity which is
absolutely necessary to them at this time of year.

While some persons are very optimistic as to an early
settlement of the strike there are others who hold a dis-
tinctly opposite view and régard the present labor disturb-
ance in Great Britain as one of the worst eatastrophes
that could possibly happen the country.  The minimum
wage demanded by the miners and assented to by sixty
per cent. of the mine owners, would not be regarded in
this country as an exorbitant demand, even should it carry
along with it provision for a minimum production as well
In Great Britain the situation -is altogether different.
Through its free trade policy, which is supported alike
'by the miners and the mine owners, British manufactur-
ers are brought into unfair competition with the produc-
tions of Continental Europe. As the standard of lving
upon the Continent is lower even than it is in Great Brit-
ain, the limit which the manufacturer can pay for the fuel
he uses is largely fixed by the price paid by his com-
petitors. A

It makes no difference what the commodity produced
it the consumer is compelled to pay any increase in the
cost of production. The miner is entitled to a living
:wage and the man who furnishes the capital to carry on
the industry is equally entitled to a fair return on his in-
[vestnwm If it can be shown that mine owners are fat
|tening at the expense of their workmen public opinion will
;s(mn compel the settlement of the strike, If on the other
hand it is made clear that foreign competition is the real
cause of the low wages paid to British miners, also that
the returns on the capital employed are also affected by
this competition, the fight will be to a finish and may
cause intense suffering to thousands of innocent persons
before a settlement is reached.

There is no doubt whatever, that the Germans had
planned to take every advantage they could of the min-
ers' strike in Great Britain. The latest cable advices,
however, bring the information that strikes have already
taken place in several German coal mines. Up to the
present they are not of a very serious character but qu.ie
sufficient to cause a general alarm throughout the Em-
pire, as it is feared other miners will be affected and stop
work. So far the miners’ strike has had no effect
on the steamship lines plying to this port, but if the re-
ported conditions in coal exporting ports of Great Britain
are correct it will not be long before St. John will have a
direct interest in the outcome of the British miners’
strike

TRADE WITH THE WEST INDIES.

The Montreal newspapers contain a good deal of in-
formation regarding the proposed establishment by the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company of a line of steamers
between Jamaica and Canada, calling at Boston. The
Canadian Pacific have now under construction two large
steamships for the Pacific trade. This will release two of
the steamers now on the route which have become too
small to handle the increasing traffic of the company be-
tween Vancouver and the Orient. It is proposed to place
these steamers on the route between Canada and Jamaica
provided a subsidy can be obtained from the Government
of that island and also from the Government of Canada.
Negotiations to bring this about are now being carried on
between the Government of Jamaica and a Canadian Pa-
cific representative, and it is reported that the offer made
by the company is likely to be accepted by Jamalca.
Other despatches contain information that Jamaica is not
going to send delegates to the Ottawa convention where
trade between Canada and the West Indies is to be dis-
cussed and if possible a reciprocal arrangement entered
into between this country and the various British posses-
sions in the West Indies,

The West India islands have much produce that would
find a ready market in Canada, and Canadians either
grow or manufacture most of the articles required by
those residing in the West Indies. As the products of the
West Indies differ entirely from those of Canada the in-
terchange of trade, under a reciprocal arrangement, would
benefit both countries and ultimately tend to even closer
union. It is not to be expected that reciprocity with the
West Indies can be brought about in a day../ The matter
is one requiring the most careful consideration not only
on the part of this country but, also, by the Governments
of the various islands, all of which have varying interests.
The question of closer trade relations with the West
Indies is one of vital interest to St. John and should be
kept constantly in view. If a reciprocal arrangement be
entered into and steamers subsidized to carry the trade
between Canada and the West Indies, St. John should be
their final port of call in Canada. The position of this
city geographically fixes it as the best port in Canada to
handle West India trade. We are nedrer the western
market than any other Canadian Atlantic port, and have
better facilities for handling West India cargoes than are
to be found elsewhere in this country.

While, at its inception, the West India trade might not
be very great, it will soon increase in volume and become
an important source of revenue to the city during the sum-
mer months when many of our wharves and warehouses
would otherwise be idle, This is the growing time of St.
John and no effort should be spared to secure as much of
the trade of Canada for this port as it is possible to get.

Mr. Oliver, M. P,, in the House of Commons, has been
drawing a somewhat dark picture of the condition of the
far Western farmer’s lot, says the Montreal Gazette, Much
that he said has also been said by papers in the Wegt
which support him and his party. People of late have
been awakening to the fact that the East offers opportun-
ities to the man who knows how to and will work on a
farm, second to none in Canada; and in the Bast there
is no need felt for special grain bills and Government ware-
h and to secure straight dealing be-
tween man and man. Bastern Provinces’ land and coloni-
zation agents might do worse than print and circulate Mr.
Oliver’s speech, with other utterances of the kind they will
find in Western papers; and a good title for the pamphlet
woul\d be “Stay East, Young Man.”

e e e o s !

fhir minded criticism.  Canada has problems in the East
d problems in the West which demand impartial treats
by the Government of the day. No good purpose
be served by setting one section of the community
another, Liberal members from the West may
n' the Government,” but they can at least have

Cgurmt Comment J

York. And to think that the day may come
jernment will go out on a marcelle wave or &

light, sees the bait and crawls down

to go down the short ladder, doesn’t

another spring and out goes the light.

Smart Inventor: “That, sir! is the greatést fly-trap ever invented. You
see, vou bait the hook and wait until dark. Up comes a fly and climbs the
long ladder; when he gets to A he touches a spring and switches on the

for it; when he gets to B he touches
He goes back and turns to the right
see the rungs missing, falls on the

block of conerete and breaks his blamed neck!”

MORE SIGNS OF SPRING.
(By Berton Braley.)

The bear's near done with his hiberna-
tion,

The furs in the shops have lost their
station

(Made way in faet, for a spring “crea-
tion”

And new spring hats that are natty

again;

The calendar shows the spring begin-
ning.

And Lent is here when we cease from
sinning

And lovers will presently have their

inning
And the baseball fan is batty again!

The baseball gossip is in the papers,
With talk of “finds” and of “victory-
shapers,”
Each big league team now lightly cap-
ers
South where the air's less nippy

again,
And thie prophets begin their prophesy-

ng
And there’s talk of “selling” of men—
and “buying,”
And it's evident there is no denying
That the baseball fan is dippy again!

For lxe‘sita in his office chair, forget-
ting
The world outside in its wintry set-

ng,
And dreams of a day that is hot and
sweating,
A summer day that is lazy again;
When the game i{s on and the crowd
is yelling,
And the voice is loud and the heart is
swelling—
So the“dlrge of winter is slowly knel-
ng,
For the baseball fan is crazy again!

MOST ANYTHING.
The full beard is umsanitary and
discourages kissing,

How is this for a.dren eriteron:

asks, appearing in her sweetest gown.
Dor’t bether about that! gushes the
friend. It is perfect! It is simply de-
licious! My dear, it maves you look
apsvlutely helpless!

Customer (who thinks he had made
an impression, to waitress who has
been gazing at him in an absent man-
ner)—A penny for your thoughts,
Miss?

Waltress—I was just wondering if
you were a boiled rabbit or an apple
dumpling. il

DID YOU KNOW—

The expression “piping hot,” ori-
ginated in the custom of bakers in
the old time blowing a horn or pipe
through the streets to advertise fresh
bread?

“?'ltty persons seldom live by their

8.

The democratic house has raised
the tariff on chewing gum. Now we
know why our stenographer’s a repub-
lican. X
Duty done is the #oul's fireside.—
Browning,

IDREANISTICHS

PERCY WAS MAKING ABOUT
FIFTY MILES At ROURL -
ON WIS MOTOR: CYCLE WHEN

Do you think it is becoming? she'

10 GROW HAIR ON
A BALD HEAD

BY A SPECIALIST.

Thousands of people suffer from
baldness and falling hair who, having
tried nearly every advaertised hair
tonic and hair-grower without results,
have resigned themselves to baldness
and its attendant discomfort. Yet
their case is not hopeless; the follow-
ing simple home prescription has
made hair grow after years of bald-
ness, and is also unequalled for re-
storing gray hair to its original color,
stopping hair from falling out, and de-
stroying the dandruff germ. It will
not make the hair greasy, and can be
put up by any druggist: Bay Rum, ¢

ounces; Lavona de Composee, 2
ounces; Menthol Crystals, one-half
drachm, If you wish it perfumed, add

balf to one teaspoonfal of -To-Kalon
Perfume, which unites perfectly with
the other ingredients, This prepara-
tion 1s highly r ded by phy-

At BARNES & CO.

YOU CAN SAVE,
~ MONEY

By buying your Loose Leaf Ledgers, Monthly Account
~ Systems, Spring Holders, Binders, etc.,

Ltd. 84 Prince William St.

Breeding Cages

and Accessories

New Stock Just Arviied’
Prices $2.10 and $2.35

Brass Cages . .
Parrot Cages . .

$1.10 to $3.50
$2.00 to $9.60

T. McAVITY & SONS, Ltd., 13 King St.

CANADIAN

64 Prince William Street, ’Pho

LACE LEATHER

AND AMERICAN
Both in Sides and Cut

ALSO A COMPLETE STOCK OF
Leather, Balata, Hair and Rubber Belting

D. K. McLAREN, LimiTen

RAW HIDE AND TANNED

ne Main 1121, St. John, N. B.

sicians and specialists, and is abso-
lutely harmless, us it contains none ot
the poisonous wood alcohol so fre-
quently found in halr tonics. Do not
apply to the face or where hair is not
desired.

it A el
For the opening of Parliament at
Fredericton on March 7th, the C, P,
R. will run special train, leaving St.
John at 9.30 a. m.,, and on the return
to leave Fredericton at 1115 . p. m.
Fare for round trip, $2.00,

U
T if you please !

Something New
in Jewelry

Just received and now opening a
really fine selection of beautiful
Amethyst, Topaz and Agate Jewelry,
cut, mounted and finished in best
styles, and offered at prices far below
the prices of imported articles, and
worthy of acceptation as special gifts
A {full line of the latest

CANADIAN, ENGLISH AND AMERI
CAN JEWELRY

on hand, and all of most rellable and
fashionable patterns, set with all
kinds of suitable precious and semi-
precious gems. Guaranteed as repre-
sented b, ;

W. TREMAINE GARD,

Diamond Dealer and Jeweler,
77 Charlotte Street, " ST,

REAL ESTATE SIGNS

Large and Small
ST. JOHN SIGN Co.
143 1-2 Princess St, St. Joha, N.8.

THE LATEST
EMPIRE
TYPEWRITERS

Are not simply up-to-date, they antici-
pate the needs of the future.
nating touch, strongest and most re-
liable machine made, lightning escape-
ment, visible writing.

or write for booklets.

FRANK R. FAIRWEATHER, Agt.

Fasci-
Call, telephone

St. John, N. B.

A Great Sacrifice in
Frozen Beef

Steers, 600 Ibs, and up 9 14¢
550 Ibs. and up 9¢,
Cows 550 to 700 Ibs,, .. .. +. ..8 1-2¢
Western Beef and all government
inspected. ;

GUNNS LIMITED
467 Main St.  Phone Main 1670

Winter Overcoating

Latest Styles and Newest
Cloths.,
J. S. MacLENNAN, 73 Union St. W. E

‘New Brunswicker’
Boxed Potatoes

Every one hand-picked and packed.
If your grocer does not handle them,
ask your friend’s grocer,

PACKED BY.

CLEMENTS & CO. Ltd.

“ST. JOEN, N.B.

MURPHY BROS.,

15 City Market

TURKEYS, CHICKENS, GEESE,
WESTERN BEEF, HAMS and BACON.
Everything Best Quality.

Fresh Fish

JAMES ummr\z
19 & 20 South Market h
ST, JOHN, N. B

R g

Fresh Codfiesh, Haddock, Halibut and|]
Herring.

Boat Building
" Sust Received
A Car Live-Sawn American Oak

In 1,2 8 and 4 inch.

In stock, 3% good white and
North Carolina pine lhuthlnm::.
Mahogany Cabin trim,

The Christie Woodwork-
ing Company, Ltd.
(Two Factories.)

245 12 City Road 68 to 88 Erin St.
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