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‘THE CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL.
We respect the conscientious scruples of
those who register s solemn protest against
8ANTA CLus, but their sentiments are
none the less abborrent. to us. Let us
admit, merely for the sake of argument of
cotrse, that the best and most widely
loved of ssints, and that there is a devia-
tion from literal veracity in the old legends
concerning bim. Even so, his genial
heart expanding influence bas been worth
more to this world than whole libraries of
blue books and indisputable statistics
There is a truth in the imsgination as well
8¢ in fact end it is often of deepest import.
‘What are the best fairy stories but sym,
bolic utterances against evil and invoca
tions to righteousness P But this is tread-
ing too close upon the superseriousness ot
the earnest workers. Whatever stirs the
emotions] nature bas its value, even it the
afidral is not obvious. A child brought up
iin the dreary barren Gadgrind school of
‘Iacts wherein the fancy has no part is an
~object of pity. The nakedness of truth
-unadorned is not slways an unmixed bless
*ing. Moreover the expression of truth is
-sometimes & positive wrong. It may be
-spiteful and cruel. There is a starched
jpuritanical truth that, truthfully considered
is all lve and lie, and there is a savage
‘bustling truth whose only purpose is to
wound. We can make no such generaliza-
tion as that all racitals of facts sre safe
and noble and that all illusions are danger-
ous and ignoble. The fiaal test is in the
spirit and in the teachings of buman ex-
perience Judged by this Santa Crus
will come out triumphant from the investi-
gation_of any. but s packed court. We
;haye all believed in him and with-wh t
izebults P Are we all knaves and falsifiors P
{It the theory that his irflaence is malign
fwere true the christian world would consist
lonly of millions of replicas of ANanNias
wod SappHiRA who died before SanTa
©CLaUS was known. But when the myth, it
it is a myth, is exploded in the life
of each one of us we do mot regard
it from that times on as license to
prevaricate. We cherish' its spirit and
memory for ourselves and its illusions for
our children, who will come out from them
in turn as scatbless as their parents.
There has been no barm done by the
legend which has made life infinitely more
beautiful and given a stimulus to the imag-
ioation that is helpful ever afterwards.
+ This is 8 spiritual view, but there is an
utilitarian one. As an assistant disciplin-

* arisn 8aNTA Cravs is without & rival snd |

on:no account can bis invaluable services
Le dispensed with. * ;

The Boer war is felt'in England's fiosn-

. ces. Not only is the flood ot gold from
the Rand mines stopped, but the cost of
the war is enormous. The original esti-

" mate was $50,000,000, but that sum is now
 taised to $200,000,000, and the lafger fig-

ure may leok small when the fight is ever, | ganic
_Gold exports from the states ars up G
at this thime of . the ‘year, but - London’s/|

\"meotasity'is |

., sulted in the - .
gold, from New York last Saturdsy.
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weuld rejoice the hearts of farmers, mill
 men sud_merchants.
want suow for Christmas,

The J.nu;ry Number of the Deliveat:
Which is called tbe Centary Number,
begins the fifty fitth volume, and it exbibits
s marked adv.ncement in many details.
There'is, a8 usual, a complete presentation
of the season’s fashionable modes, s varied
selection of brillisnt literary features, and
& generous smount of general tousehold
maiter. Copspicuous smong the literary
articles is an Aflair of Violets by Harriet
Riddle Davis, s 'delightful story. ot bappy
results following the tragic ending of s
young womsn's efforts tn & business ven-
ture. In this number also is presented the
first of g series of practical papers on
Children and their Illst by Dr. Grace Peck-
bam Murray. Cornelia Atwood Pratt
contributes the first of three papers on The
Young Girl, desling with the last of her
schooldays snd - the first yesrs at home.
Particularly appropriste just now is the
article, Seen in the Shops, supggesting de-
sirable articles for gifts. The Cradle
of the World, by Laura B. S'arr is an
admirably illustrated article descriptive
of babyhood among many peopl:s.
College news, by Carolyn Halsted,
reviews the many features that mark
themew year at tbe educatioual centres.
Note and comm-nt on important events in
the club movements make club women and
club life, by Helen M. Winslow, sn invit-
ing chapter. The tableau for the children, -
eatitled Mistress Mary’s Garden, and the
Two Entertainments will prove thoroughly
epjoyable. A inent article at this time
is the household topic New Year's Resolu—
tions, ss coneidered by N. E. May; other
domestic subjects of worth are: Mending
by Mary Soider, and sn attractive group
of recipes by Naonie Moore. An article
ecclesiastical embroidery is contribnted by
Emws Haywood, social observations, con-
ducted by Mrs. Frark Learned, is a valua-
ble feature of the magezine, and in addi-
tion are the various departments : Crochet-
ing, lace-making, tatting, koittiog, the
dressmaker, the milliner, the holiday books,
ete., etc.

The skating Season'

ProGrEss bas much pleasure in an-
nouncing the 87th annual opening of the
evir popular Victoris, Rink, which import-
ant event is scheduled for Christmas day.
There is no doubt but the efficient msnner
in which the Victoria has been conducted
the past eight years, will tend to make i;
all the more sought after the season  just
commencing. Duriag tbe fall months car-
penters and painters have made many
needed improvemen's and the rink is now
second to none in Csnada. Cleanliness and
order #s well as protection has ever been
the aim of the management. Bright new
and catchy music will be given each band
night by the ¢Vics” own band, making
the season omne of pleasure and healthtul
recreation. The p-rent., brother or sister
who are just now wondering what to give
as & Chriftmas present oculd hit upon no
more suitable gitt than a sesson ticket for
the-Victoria. Riok. See advertisement on

Perpetusl Nignt fu the Ooean,

Sir Jobn Murray recently summed up the
Istest discoveries concerning the ocean.
deep sea, he says, is a region of dark-
s, i well as of low tempersture, because
the rays ot the sun are wholly absorbed by
the superficial layers ot water. Plant life
is abeent, but animal life is abundant in
those nighkt hsunted depths. The msjcrity
of the deep sea snimals live by eating mud

Besides, the  boys |

+ When 1l sre won e and faces once so dear,
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The star of cur Chrlstwas ove was red, . .
. And the chillof & dark pis breath; .

.~ Was cold ss s warrior’s agknown bed,
And still a9 the march of death. e

. The Northern snows lie white snd drear,)
As & spirit to us sppavs; PERRENY
1t is Christmas day with the children dear,
But we aren silent tears. -

‘We had to choke down our awful griet,
To bringin the Christmas tree;

O for & breath of blessed 1eliet,
From the sorrows our souls mnst see.

‘The bands may p’'av and the troops may cheer,
When & victory fills their earr;

And it's C day to the children dear,
But We are in:allent tears.

Our hearts sre away in that distsnt land,
Whers the hot.rays blivd and burn;

And one fs not in that palisnt band
‘Which some day way yet return,

Ah what stisll we do in our sngunish here,
And the darkness the fu'ure wears?

It fs Cbristmas day with the children dear, -
But with us it is silent tears.

Cyriovs GeLos,

Pleasant Voices.

Often when twilight shadows round us fall,
Low voiezs to our bearts unbidden come;
And to us all in beauty love to call
The old familiar yames 80 Joved at home.
Like music from the strsins of vanished years
They haunt us here and fill our eyes withtears.

Lie close beneath our silent burisl mounds;
How reverently we linger sadly there,
And treasure still the well remembered sounds,
Or it in sowe far foreign land we roam,
‘We cherish still the melodizs of bome.

Wherever we may go they follow here.
And in our darkest days are low and sweet;
In memory's halls then fondly they sppear,
And lovis gly their tender « yes we meet.
They tell us too of brighter days to come,
1n fair climes and all once more at howe.

Cyrrus GoLDE,

Earth, the Beantifol,

1 thivk the time will never be
‘When eatth will not secm fair to me.

Ii I may see the arching sky,

‘Wi h ficecy clond-wrack fl sting by;

A tree with green, uplifted head,

And clover in its shadow spread ;

Or see s river's stately flight,

Its ripples oancing in the light;

Though keen my sorrow, deep my woe,
Yet happiuess my heart must know.

Or 1f to sizhtless eyes no ray
Should enter from the brightest day,
It I might smell a violet,
My da kened way [ should forget,
And in my fsncy see once more
The weo1lsnd isles with boughs s'retched o.er
And gatbered thbickly round my feet
7 he bending wild fl wers, fair and sweet.
Or if my band miznt hold a rose,
The earden gates would swiit unclose,
And ra: k on rank there bloom for me
Far fairer flowers Lthan now I see.
Tha o ean waves would ring for me
Their meurnful vibrant symphor y;
And when in orgsn tones arise
Storm voices grandly to the skies-
My Env ¥y wue, sshamed to stay,
With them wounld qulcil{ pass away,
. And in the d¢ep succeeding ealm
My soul would join in Nature’s psalm.
; Nine.te M. Lowater.

The Solitaire Player,

He shrfil s the weary cards aga'n,
And ue cuts the par k anew,

And He des s them out w th s heedless hand
In the gim that is never through.

He deals them out with s heedless eye,
He pleces them one by one

He sboflles and cots and begirs once more
In the play that is never done.

Some that He deals are kings and queens,
And some are sttendant jacks

But most are the half way number cards;
The bulk of the weary packs.

And here and there in the jostled rows
Is a lonely, sublime, sad face,

But most, Jﬂm cards are compound things,
With the sum of the itss on their face.

He lifts and ﬂ‘l:'eu them ove by one,
And comb them as they fall,

Apd builds on the aces that base 1ae whole,
And the kings top off them all,

But ever He shoffies the cards ogain,
(We caras!) anu He deals anew
Apd He wesrily rebegivs the pisy
In the game that is never through,
. =R, V. Risley. '

Placator. Preams.

Whep city streets are dull snd gray,
And ¢ flice bours sre dull as they;
When sike s schoolbey back at school,
1 dream about the salmou pool,

D¢ wo from my mentelpiece I reach
The idle reel and pake it acreech.

What glorious memories will be found
In that exbliazstivg ln:z : :
The I o8 of the s u breese,
RemaisEntibrgin
AD0, Vst of sl the epate that fallse
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L]

G

*"| make & copy of the document |

be refused to do 8o, but added that it
advised by his counsel, Mr. Pugsley,

‘would be willing to skow it to Jud

titled to-make a copy of it as [ 'could not
depend upon my memory for its contents.

From my exsmination of the ssid docu-
ment in the cffise ot defendants solicitors I
believe the same containe' & number of
clauses in¢qnitable and unjust to the pro-
posed béquests in trustas well as to all
other creditors of the said James A. Ven-
wart and I feel that it is impossible for me
to advise my clients to become parties
thereto. ; :

With the affidavits before the court
the case will be hesrd in January at
the sitting of the equity’ court, when it will
be decided whether or not the judgments
secured by Messrs. Macrae & Sinclair for
their clients will hold good.

There are two suits one for Jobn Hether~
ington and the other' Sarsh Hetherington
who were each left $100 ‘in trust, The
interest on esch amounts to $38.02.
Mr. Kinghorn was a generous sort of a
men. He left $3.000 to the Reformed
Baptist alliance and the oonditions of the
trust sre interesting. Judge Vanwart is
the trustee and this was the receipt he gave
to ,Mr. Kingbhorn when the money was
handed over.
I, James A. Vanwsrt of the City of
Fredericton in the County of York, Bar-
rister at-law, do bereby acknowledge to
have received this day from the Reverend
Willism Kinghoin of the Parish of Douvg
Ias in the County of York the sum of three
thounsand dollars to be held in trust for the
uses and purpores followirg, namely :—
From time te time to invest said moneys
and to change tbe securities as to me
seems advisable, ard I am not to be .re-
sponsible for any more or grester rate of
interest than I actusily receive for same,
and not to be chargeable with interest on
taid money or sny portion thereot when
not invested, ssids moneys not to be in-
vested at @ less interest then six per cent
during the lifetime of his son Willism
Kinghorn junior, without his consent and
pay the interest sctvally derived there.
from to the said Reverend William King-
horn during bis natursl life and at his
death to pay the interest received there-
from semi-apnuslly to his wite Mary Jane
Kinghorn during her natursl lite; and at
her death to pay the interest received
therefrom to the said  William Kinghorn
junior semi-snouslly during his lite ; and at
his death, if the said Mary Jane Kinghorn
should survive the eaid William Kinghorn
junior, tben at her death and within ninety
deys thereafter ‘to pay the said sum of
tbree thoussnd dollars to the president
and tressurer | for the time being of the
Reformed Baptist Alliance to be spplied by
them tor Evangelical work in the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick, the receipt of
the said president and tremsurer for the
time being of the R« farmed Baptist Alliance
.to be a valid discharge to me, and I to be
exonerated from seeing that said money is
spp'ied for the purposes jor which it is paid
to the ssid Reformed Baptist Allisnce: 1 in

no way to be le to seé theé applica-
tion of said | when paid over to them.
I to retain & le compensation; out

wonld, Tt the case came to s hearing be|

Barker. 1 stated that I thought I e o

/| there,

| foreP” the question

*onb.xiaE OUsTONS
Some of the 011 Quaker Curtoms snd Forms
of ronlsbment. © .

Tn the history of the old Quaker Coates
“family, of Punnsylvanis, we "sre told of &
o rmon preached by & certain godly Friend
B rjamin Lay, near the end of the last
century, on the viée of luxury.

He spoke to & great cruwd in the atreet
in Philadelphis ' from the balcony of the
court-house. :On a table ' beside him was
his wite’s néw service of French chios, and
he emplasizad every sentence by banging
a cup or a plate on the stones below, uatil
nothing but a beap of glittering fragments
remained. One does not like to think of
his homé«coming, unless Mr, Lny's temper
was under better comtrol than her hus-
band's. -

Boys addicted to lying or profanity were
whipped, it not into virtue, into silence.
The rawhide was found in every well-
ordered household, ready for instant use.

In Pennsylvansia bardened cffenders
were often publicly treated: to & discipline
of fasting and prayer in the hope that the
evil epirit would be driven from their
mouths in visible form. Wateon fin 'his
snnals, tells of the torture for days ot some
these men by well meaning z:alots, the
town locking on.

. 1n Virginia women guilty of evil speak-

pear in church during the service wrapped
in white sheets, to mske confession of thelr
fault, and publicly to pray for pardon,
The methods of sinning and of correc-
tion differ in every age, bnt after all it is
the same min snd the same woman in
Eden, in African jungles, in Quaker meet-
ing houses, in Catbolic chapels, in Protes-
tant churches, or in American clubs today.
The same nsmeléss evil is at work, and the
same Helper is at ban -

The Welcome Soap Co. -

The Welcome Soap factory, since their
scorching sud escape from being burned
up, in the fire which consumed the Poters
Tannery, tas been making cousiderable
improvements. The iront of the building
is nicely repainted as well as the ivterior,
‘where much repairng and improvements
bave been «ffected. In this factory is made
the Famous Welcome Sosp for the Cana-
dian markets. This soap is an American
"article, it is so popular and well known
that the familiar ¢lssped-bands Trade Mark
and name bas been a housebold word
thoroughout the New Eoglsnd states for
years. ;

The manager of this business reports &
very busy seasov, aad that their factory
bas been worked up to its full capacity for
some months. Welcome "sosp is steadily
growing in favor and the sales noticeably
increasing, which not only is a sure indica-
tion of the superiority of Welcome Soap
as 8 honsehold mecessity, but that the
artidle is advertised to the consuming
'public and the ssles pushed with energy
‘and ability. This company. sre liberal , and
constant sdvertisers, and -employ.three
pushing and popular travelling. sslesmen
to cover the Maritima provinves and see
that Famous Weloome Soap is on eale snd
well rephesented in every looality. - -

Two Awewers,

Not long sgo s Boston clergyman re-

atd womsn who expressed -a wish o be
joiced in the bonds of matrimony then snd

£ 8 lII‘”I".‘ L : 7
= ‘Mhnw“g'dh- magried bew.

pealed to the clrgyihan at anoe, she sdded

ing and slandering were compelled to ap- -
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