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ness of this stimulate ns all nobly to fnlâkto the utmost our noble 
trust. We are as the crew of a stately ship in mid-ocean. Each has
his appointed work, and no one can forsake his poet or neglect his 
duty, without retarding thé voyage, and imperiling the hopes of itsstill
distant haven. Amid the numerous schools and ancient scats of learn­
ing, and all the appliances of letters and science in the mother country, 
the'fortunate possessor of a well-endowed college fellowship, or scho­
lastic sinecure, may haply make its acquisition the passport to digni- 
lied idleness, likethe luxurious cabin passenger in the ocean ship ; but 
in this Canadian craft of ours there are scarcely hands enough to 
work the vessel; and since each must play his part heartily and 
willingly, each may be permitted to claim his share in the future 
triumph; . "OH

But while some of you are the representatives of the remotest 
Of our tilearings, in others I recognize those who are honored with 
the'trust of Grammar schools and other seminaries of th e

the evidence thereby afforded at your ability and seal. ln,

x^lil4îrr;ïlhSr4£ïï:'S5, » sa}.sat,ass s sœpssuyssaec
entqr into honorable rivalry with it ; i and year by year to carry off a 
ever increasing ntimber of the coveted awards,, . %

t And this recalls us to the all important truth that 
system is nothing without its staff of teachers. WhsAstet tonds to 
secure for the teaching profession a fair share of thebest talent in 
the country : be it a juster appreciation by parenté, trustees, and 
Municipal Councils, of its important fttuctioes ; the "P
new avenues to professional distinction ; or the most praoticat ® ..
stimulants, an adequate increase in its emoluments ; toe result 
cannot fail to react beneficially on toe system. ^ Under toe woist 
system an able zealous teacher will triumph ; under thetat one an 
idle and inefficient one Will fail. And on this account! hail toe 
reassembling of this eonvoirttoji with the highest hopes of bonefltto 
result from it. All of you must lie conscious of the influence of that 
isolation which is toe Inevitable accompaniment of you* professional 
duties ; and all, therefore, I conceive, must be glad to avail your­
selves of this opportunity of comparing the results of your experience, 
and interchanging views on many practical questions of education. It
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