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TWO IMPORTANT BILLS
~ INTRODUCED IN HOUSE

Every Provision Made For
Ensuting Votes For
Women Under Pro-
vincial Act

HOUSING ACT HAS
GOOD FEATURES

Rapid Progress Made With
Business of Session With
Soldiers” Settlement Act and
Amendments to Highway
Act Under Consideration.

Fyedericton, March 20—Two impor-
mu‘ bills promised in the speech from
the e were introduced in the legis-
lature today. Under that extending the
tlectoral franchise to women, the _ lat-
ter. will be given the same voice in the

conduct of provincial affairs as is now |

enjoyed by the men. .Adequate provi-
sion is made for the addition of the
names of the women: to the voters’ lists
and special provision is made in order
‘that none may miss:the opportunity to
exercise. their franchise on the first oc-
casion throgh.ignorance of the law on
their part or oversight on the part of the
revisors.

The other, the bill to provide for bet-
ter housing, is largely in accordance with
the plan laid down by the federal gov-
ernment which will advance the money
which may be loaned to persons wish-
ing to erect dwellings. Municipalities
which wish to do so may take advan-
tage of this act, but they are not com-
pelled to do so. Under the act eighty-
five per cent of the va‘inefqu the building
to'be erected will hevanced by the
government and in case of persons who
cannot put up the fifteen per cent re-
quired the municipality may erect the
building and lease it. on terms which
will eventually enable the leasee to be-
come the owner.

An interesting variation ot the fed-
eral plan is the provision for extending
tlv‘i.‘aid to the eréttion” of (farm hcuses
which is not included in the federal act,

-and the government is endeavoring to
secuire this concession for the benefit of
the farmers of the’ province:

Che entire day was devoted to the
expediting of the business of the ses-
sion d considerable progress was
ma’de.sn
"In the afternoon a large part of the
time spent in committee was devoted to
the consideration of amendments to the
Highway act, and in the evening the
Soldiers’ Settlement bill occupied the at-
tention of the committee of the whole
for a greater part of the time,

Cificial Report, i
Frdericton, N. B, March 20—The
house met at 8 o’clock. )
Mr. Burchill presented the report of
the commbittee on standing rules.
Mr. Dysart, from the committee ap-
pointed to present the address to  the
lieutenant-governor, submitted the fol-
lowing message from his honor, which
wus read by the Speaker:

“Mr.Speaker and. gentlemen of the leg-
islative assembly: :

“I thank yéu for your address and beg
0 assure you that I entertain the fullest
onfidence that in all your deliberatioons
23 will be guided by a most earnest de-

v% to promote the happiness and pros-

tity. of the people of this province.”

The following notices of inquiry were

ven:
g Mr. Smith (Albert), as to perman-
t roads constructed in Albert county,
d the remuneration of those in charge.
Mr. Smith (Carleton), as to where John
Leighton was employed by the govern-
"t last year and the nature of his
ces; also as to details of expenditure
.aiscellaneous and permahent roads;
s0 to the quantity of wire fencing
ored in Bast Florenceville last Year.
Mr. Campbell presented the petition of
¢ municipality of St. John for the pas-
?e of an acl to enlarge the fire district
f’the parish of Lancaster.
{Mr. Potts presented the petition of the
1umicipality of St. John for the passage
f an act in amendment of the act re-
iling to government by elective com-
1ission.
Hon. Mr. Dugal introduced a bill to
rend the consolidated statutes relating
‘the parish of St. Basil
iMr. Baxter presented the petition of
tHe municipality of St. John for the pas-
sage of a bill to amend an “act relating
to sewers in the parish of Lancaster.
Hon. Mr. Tweeddale introduced a bill
to-amend the act incorporating the Prim-
itive Baptist denomination of New
Brunswick.
Mr. Grimmer presented the petition of
tie Ci*izens’ Gas Company for the pas-
tige ot an act incorporating said com-
ny.
Hon. Mr. Byrne infroduced-a bill to
nend the act relating to rates and taxes
the parish of Northfield, Sunbury
unty, and Canning, Queens county, He
vlained that many foreigners were em-
»yed in coal mines a* those places and
: authorities had difficul*y in collecting
ces from them. The bill provided that
er the necessary legal torwalities had
'n attended to a demand could be made
the employers for the amonut of the

‘es.
»mcﬂ'{ Suffrage.
{on. Mr. Byrne introdoced a bill to
end the electorz] franchise to women
in amendment of the New Bruns-
k elections act. In explanation he
1 that the franchise would be extend-
to women on the same terms as now
ved by men. There was a provision
the bill for the preparation of a
rs’ list for females for the current
r, on the same lines as present lists
.made up.
‘on. Mr. Byrne laid on the table the
ort of the commission on uniformity
aws.
[on. Mr. Murray moved that the pub-
aecounts and comptroller-general’s re-
t be referred to the committee on
lic accounts.

Hon. Mr. Murray moved that the
house on Tuesday next resolve itself into
2 committee to consider supply to be
granted to his majesty.

Hon. Mr. Veniot submitted the report
of the minister of public works in con-
nection with the charges against road
superintendents in the parish of Shippe-
gan, Gloucester county.

Hon. Mr. Foster moved that the time
for the introduction of private bills be
extended to the 27th inst., inclusive.

Hon, Mr. Robinson introduced a bill
| to provide for better housing. He ex-
{ plained that the measure, as drafted, dif-
«fered' slightly from housing bills submit-

ted to other legislatures. It provided for
the acceptance by the government of the
dominion government’s proposal to loan
$1,000,000 to Be extended throughout the
{ province in better housing. It also" au-
thorized the various municipalities to
borrow the money from thé provincial
government and to use the sameé in ac-
cordance with the stipulated terms. A
housing plan was now being drafted and
would be available in the near future.
The bill zlso provided that loans could
be made through the farm settlement
board for the purpose of providing better
buildings. The ‘limitations as to loans
had been left fairly broad as it was not
deemed advisable to have them too close-
{ly defined. A clause in the bill provided
for expropriations by municipalities.
| Power would be given to municipalities
to'mzke loans either to companies or in-
dividuals for a period of thirty years. One
advantage of the scheme was that it
would enable money to be botrowed at a
low rate of interest. Provision was maae
in the act for a town planning scheme
as well as a housing scheme.

Aid to Grist Milfs,

Hon. Mr. Tweéeddale introduced a bill
to authorize the municipality of Victoria
to grant exemption from taxation to grist
and flour mills. He explained that there
has been some difficulty experienced in
his countyin having a grist mill estab-
lished, Negotiations for.the establish-
‘ment’of such o mill were now under way
and s an inducement 'the couneil had
decided to offer exemption from taxa-
tion.

Mr. Michaud gave notice that on Tues-
day next he would move the suspension
of rule 77 to permit of the introduction
of a bill to enable the town of Edmund-
ston to issue debentures.

The house then went into dommittee
with Mr. Leger (Westmorfand)=n
chair, and agreed to a bill to extend the
time for the completion of the St. John
& Quebec railway. ;

Hon. Mr.: Fester; replying to-Mr. Mur~
ray (Kings) said he had hoped that the
road would be completed by June 1 and
handed over by July 1. The delay last
year had been on aceount of the difficulty
in securing steel, and in the Scarcity of
labor. An agreement had been entered
into for the completion of the road under
penalty, but the penalty had not been en-
forced. It was a matter for the legal
advisers of the government to deal with.

Amending Highway Act.

The committee next took up consider-
ation of an act to amend the highway
act of 1918.

Hon. Mr. Veniot stated that at a con-
ference which he had held with the,
minister of railways and commissioner
of highways, at Ottawa in January it
was agreed that secondary trunk roads:
could be classified and made eligible for|
federal assistance. The secondary roads |
were in the branch road division and
there was not time to reclassify them
before the time set for holding the rate-
payers’ meetings. The goyernment was
asking to suspend the election of com-|
missioners until such time as the federal |
aid scheme was worked out. The 1,634|
miles of trunk roads in the province and
the reclassification would add 1,600 miles |
of road which would also be entitled to
federal aid. was still undecided as
to where the federal grant would be
paid on a mileage basis or on a basis
of population. The present law pro-
vided that the meetings should be held
on the first Monday in April. It was
proposed by the b.ll to have meetings
held on the third Monday in April to
decide on the question of statute labor
and in regard to winter road making.
Power was given to the governor-in-
council to remove the. suspension  on
meetings for the election of commission-
ers if deemed advisable,

Mr, Baxter said he thought if the hon-
orable member had had confidence in
his scheme for the election of eomnmis-
sioners he would not have reserved to
such an expedient. He thought the
minister should go on and appoint the
officials so that the federal money would
be spent by the appointees of the de-
partment of public works. He saw in
the proposal of the minister the enter-
ing wedge of a scheme to do away with
the election of officials. He believed the
minister now saw that the plan was un-
workable and never would be and he
(Baxter) was glad it was being thfown
out. y

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that the honor-
able’ member was misjudging the case.
He still berzeved that the plan was work-
able. The highway districts were not
as small as school districts and it had
not been the poliey of the government
that they should be. His only object in
amending the act 'was to meet the situ-
ation that had been created by the pro-
posal to grant federal aid.

Mr. Baxter said that he hoped the
minister would act on the suggestion
and appoint the commissioners through
the department of public works.

Mr. Pinder wanted to know if under

the [-Pained: that

that they did not know where to send
the money they had collected.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that he was un-
der the impression that copies had been
sent to collectors through the secretary-
treasurer of municipalities. it

Mr. Smith, Albert, said he knew of
Some members in his country who had
made no returns. He would like to
know . who would be qualified to vote
at the ratepayers’ meetings.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that under the
act of 1918 it would not now be neces-
sary - taxes should be paid to entitle a
person to vote on the question of statute
labor. It was only applicable to the
election of commissioners.

Mr. Young thought the third Monday
in April was a little late for: holding
ratepayers’ meetings as at that .time
many men were absent on the drive,

Hon. Mr, Veniot. said he had given
the matter’ much consideration. The
first meeting in April was too early and
he had decided to make it the third.

Collected Back Taxes.

Mr. Pinder said he noticed in the pub-
lic works report that $16,513 had becn
expended in Gloucester county on the
roads and only $1,741 had been paid by
the municipality. It looked to him as
if Gloucester had contributed less than
other counties. He noticed that in York
the government had expended $11,033
while the municipality had contributed
in taxes $10,031. o

Hon. Mr. Veniot explained that when
‘he took charge of the department he
found that in the county of York there
was some $8,000 in back taxes to the
credit of the road fund. That money
had been expended last year along with
the .amount collected in taxes for .the
current year. That" accounted for the
large sum expended in York last year.
In  regard to Gloucester the records
showed that there 'was more statute
labor performed and fewer delinquents
than in other counties. In all the North
Shore counties more and better statute
labor was performed than .in the coun-
ties. along the St, John river.. 31 coun-
ties along theriver the pepple seéméd to
prefer to pay the monéy and what
statute labor was done was not of the
best quality.

Mr. Smith (Albert) asked for a defini-
tion of the phase “Qualified ratepayer.”
Hon. Mr. Veniot said the word “quali-
fied” was an error and he would amend
the section by striking .it"out. He ex-
the secﬁw reguiring pay-
ment direct to the province was inserted
at the request of some secretary-
treasurer who preferred direct payment
;q ?w&iﬁnmim money;in, & chartered
an B

To Mr. 'Peck he said the intercst
accrued to the province because tne
money was for use on highways and the
province was more entitled than the
municipalities to whatever interest there
was.

Speaking to the section relating to
private winter roads he said that it was
to make it possible to use those roads
from November 1 to April 10, and elim-
inate any uncertainty. Log haulers and
traction engines were being introduced
in large numbers. ‘They could . be li-
censed without giving them' all privileges
for use of the highways, and that could
not be done on account of their destruc-
tive effect on the roads,

Mr. Young asked what the roads were
for. Last year the weight of loads was
limited and motor vehicles forbidden to
use the roads until a certain date in the
spring. This bill appeared to prevent
the use of sleds hauled by tractors in
the winter time.

Hon. Mr, Veniot replied there was not
the slightest intention to interfere with
such use of sleds in winter

Mr. Young said that fermers would
be prevented from hauling loads on the
roads with tractors.

Says Tractors Improved Roads,

Mr. Burchill said the bill did not pre-
vent the farmer from using tractors in
that way. All that was necessary to
secure. a permit from the minister of
public works by the application to the
supervisor. In Northumberland Hauler
Pillar tractors had been used to haul
logs in the winter to the marked im-
provement of the roads. However, the
provision requiring the owner ‘of a trac-
tor to put up a bond against positive

damage to the highway is questionable. |'

A difference of opinion might arise be-
tween the supervisor and tne owners. It
might be well to appoint an independent
person to act in such case.

Mr. Smith (Carleton), said that the
provision should be made for the permit
to use tractors to extend over long
periods.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said the bond re-
quired to be furnished by the owners
would be to the minister of public works
who would be the final judge in the
matter. The suggestion of the honor-
able member for Carleton could be met.

Mr. McGrath asked’ what could be
done for the farmer who, with two
farms some distance apart, might want
to haul loads between the two by means
of tractors.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said it was all very
well for honorable members to ask for
protection and privileges for certain
classes of people, but he as minister of
public works must protect the high-
ways. During the last year he had
found culvert after culvert broken down
by traction engines. Tractors with long
blades on their wheels tore solidly built
plank culverts to pieces almost at once.
Caterpillar tractors damaged the roads

the act any meetings had already been!
held for a decision on statute labor and
the appointment of commissioners.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that the ﬁrsl:1
meetings under the act were set down |
for the first Monday in April. !

Mr. Pinder said that in his section
there were people who performed no
statute labor and paid no taxes. '

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that in all coun-
ties there were road taxes which re-
mained unpaid., -

He adopted a plan to bring about an'
improvement. When he took hold of the
department there was between $50,000
and $60,000 due on road taxes. Ile was
now endeavoring to collect that money
and was meeting with success. i

Mr. Sutton wanted to know if all
collectors were supplied with copies of
the highway act. Several had told him

only in the very dry weather. Last ses-
sion the honorable member for York
(Young) had objected to the limit
placed on the loads of lumber carriages,
but experience had shown that the
measure was not sufficiently stringent.
He recollected a section of road in a
certain part of the nrovince on which
work to the value of $1,100 had been de-
stroyed by the hauling from a portable
mill in four weeks. The act should be
amended to prevent such loads, except
on very wide tires. Six inch tires would
not be too wide for some of the loads
with which many lumbermen were kill-
ing their horses by hauling with nar-
row tires,

Mr. Potts—Mr, Minister, you are quite
right for once in your life.

Mr. Pinder asked if any provision
was made for the weighing of loads.

Because They‘‘Happen
Dro: In At ilealtime"

Hon. Mr. Veniot replied
weight was specified.

Mr. Sutton, referring to the section
of the act relating to the breaking of
winter roads, said that too much power
was placed in the hands of the super-
visors and easily might cause hardships.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that the mat-
ter had been discussed for more than
an hour at the last session, and the
clause to which he objected had finally |
been accepted #s the only solution. He
was not - aware that any injustice or
hardship had been worked during the
past winter, and he believed the clause
to be a good one. There seemed to be
4 wide spread impression that the prov-
ince should break winter roads. If that
Were done there would be little money
for road work in the summer time,

* Mr. Smith - (Carleton)—Have you not
spent money for:breaking winter roads.

Hon. Mr. Veniot—Not: that T recollect
during the past winter. Near Chatham
where tractors had been hauling, an or-
der was given to widen the road.

Mr. Sutton again referred to the npow-
ers given supervisors: The same objec-
tion applied as to the prohibition act.
There was no chance of appeal, and it
did not look like British fair play.

Mr. MacGrath said he believed that
provision should be made for action
when the dispute between supervisor

that no

officers’

ities there:

meal time.
the way.”

like the idea.”

national complications.”

nearly every big hotel and
hut in England and Scotland.

If the peoples of different nation-
alities ¢éan be brought together at
dining tables, there won’'t be any
need of peace tables, in the opin-
ion of King George V. It has been
the King’s custom recently to go
about meeting American officers
and men at the camps and Y.M.C.A,
centers in England. On a visit to
the Washington Inn, the American
retreat in London, he re-
marked to Stanley Ross Fisher, the §
“Y” man in charge of social activ

“You men of the Y.M.C.A. are do~
ing a great work. I understand
that a good many English officers
frequent this place, especially at
I hope they are not in .

“Not at all,” replied Fisher, “We

“Good,” said the King, “So long
as American and British officers
have their knees under the same
table, we needn’t worry about inter-

The King and Queen are more fa-
miliar figures to thousands of Amer-
icans in England than any Presi-
dent has been. They have visited

British Officers Like American Cooking,
King George Finds On Visit To “Y” Hotel

He Gets Assurance His Men
Are Not An Annoyan;c
o

and ratepayer. was hot. Otherwise it
might be forgotten. On the road be-
tween Newecastle and Chatham few
farmers lived, and the minister did not
act in regard to that road until frequent
protests had been made,

Breaking Winter Roads,

}\dr. Young agreed with the honorable
minister that provineial money should
not be used for breaking winter roads,
but an exception occured to him, and
that was the road between Nashwaak
village ' and Devon, which - was used
largely for hauling between Stanley and
Fredericton. No person lived on it in
& distance of seven miles, and the su-
Pervisor had to get teams and break it
out. He believed a bill would be sent in
for that service,

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that where there
were no male inhabitants' who could
break winter roads, provision for paying
for such services was made, .He always
was ready to investigate $uch cases. To
Mr. Sutton he would say that he did net
feel ready to alter the section of ‘which
he complained, but ‘was willing to confer
with him on the matte, ©" '
* Mr. Pinder said'it wad $66-much pow-
er for a supervisor, fof somietimes super-
visors were arbitrary. "There was one of
that type not far from his home,” i
- Hon. Mr. Veniot said he was willing ‘to
confer with the member for York. -

Mr. Pinder—“Some of you had better
tear it out or a man won’t be able to
live in his own community,”

Hon. Mr. Veniot said he wés not op-
posing any change through stubbornness
and was ready to consult with the mem-

T.

Referring to a statement published in
the Dzily Mail of Fredericton, of the
19th inst, that B. F. Smith was ad-
vanced $2,875 by the province, he said
he wished to qualify that statement as
absolutely false; also referring to a state-
ment in the same paper to the effect that
he had been paid twice for potatoes he
made the same statément. Every ar-
rangement had been made with the late
deputy and there never was any ques-
tion of his being paid twice. He lived
up to his agreement in every way.

:Hon. Mr. Foster rose to a question of
privilege, and said that the St. John
Standard of the 20th had said he was
member for Victoria county was solely
responsible for the appointment of the
commissioners who investigated the N. B
Power Company. As was well known,
the commissioner had been appointed by
the leader of the opposition and himself.
He hoped that all newspapers might learn
facts before publishing statements.

Hon. Mr. Murray introduced a bill to
amend the schools act and also a bill re-
lative to the issue of school debentures
by St. Stephen and Milltown.

It being: 6 o’clock, Hon. Mr.- Speaker
left the chair.

Evening Session. ’

Upon the house resuming after recess,
Mr. Hunter presented the petition of the
municipality of York and the town
councils of Marysville and Devon for the
passage of an act to establish a municipal
home.

The house went into session with Mr.
Leger (Westmorland) in the chair and
took up consideration:of the bill to as-
sist the soldiers settlement board.

Mr. Baxter on Section 2, which has to
do with providing truck farms for dis-

Mr, Smith (Carleton) said the breaking
of winter roads long had been a bone of
contention. - If he had béen permitted to
have outlined a policy he would have
advocated that the municipalities be ask-

abled soldiers wanted to know why the
provision was not extended to all sold-
iers. He thought that the federal govern-

ment should offer just as great induce-
ments for the settlement of soldiers on
land in the east as in the west.

Hon. Mr. Tweeddale went fully into
the provisions of the bill explaining that
the government was merely co-operating
with the federal authorities as represent-
ed by the soldiers settlement board. The
original act providing for assistance for
soldiers to settle on the land was ap-
plicable only to the west, but he had
represented very strongly to the federal
authorities that New Brunswick should
be included and had succeeded in having
the act amended. He said the federal
act was being administrated by a com- |
mittee of three men who had their head-
quarters in St. John. Mr. Mavor, the
chairman of the board, had visited the
province and conferred with members of
the provincial government. He explained t
that the board wanted to protect the pub-!
lic sagainst loss in connegtion with the,,
settlement of soldiers and also wanted to':
protect the soldiers. It has been proposed !

that two" eommissioners " be  appointed | be

to act with .the board, one a prac-
ticdl farmer who could judge his
ability to make a success of farming,
and another to see that the farm selected
was good value for the money. The
board had asked the agricultural depart-
ment to consult with them in regard to
conditions in the, provinces and to assist
in carrying out 'the terms. While the ;
bill was drafted along lines of similar
terms of legislation being enacted in oth-
er provinces, it was more explicit and
comprehensive. The Saskatchewan act
practically relegated all the authority to

ed to perform this service:

The minister might not know it, but

s

supervisors had been crediting such labor
on winter roads against the taxes and
road taxes were thus being evaded. He
believed the burden should be placed on
municipalities,

Mr. Sutton said his colleague had asked

him to bring up the matter of beautify-
ing the margins of the highways, by the
removal of burdocks and such plants.
. The Hon. Mr. Veniot replied that there
Wwas a municipal act which governed that
matter. There were inspectors of thistles
who could act and imposé $10 fine. To
his friends from Carleton he would say
that he had spoken in that county at
Debec Junction to a gathering of farm-
ers, and in discussing ‘the matter of
ploughing to the ditch had suggested that
they plow paralle! to the road and avoid
filling the ditches. They appeared will-
ing to adopt the suggestion. Carleton had
Jittle fencing, and it would be of no bene-
fit to the highways 'if other counties
would permit the running at large of
cattle for the animals did much damage
to the ditches.

Mr. ‘Peck asked if Albert in~1918 had
not worked under the old highway act.

Hon. Mr. Veniot replied thet the act
of 1918 was in force all over the prov-
ince. In Albert, ‘however, the assess-
ment had been made up under the old
act and on the matter being referred to

e

|

him he had decided that it would be bet-
ter to let it stand, ‘' In some parishes of
St. John county the same thing had been
‘done, but correction had been made in
time.

Mr. Pinder pointed out that secretary-
treasurers desired remuneration for extra
work involved under the act.

Hon. Mr. Veniot pointed out that the
bill placed that matter in the hands of-
the governor-in-council.

The bill was agreed to with amend-
ments.

The committee took up consideration
cf a bill to vest certain wharves, wharf
sites and approaches thereto in the pro-
virces,

Mr. McGrath objected that title to the
Nelson ferry and Newcastle ferry
wharves had been vested in the town of
Newcastle since incorporation, and that
they should be struck out because they
were rezlly ferry slips, and not wharves.

Hon. Mr. Veniot said that the mem-
ber eyidently did not understand the in-
tention of the bill. Surveys of all these
wharves were to be made and the total
searched. All were subject to inspection
by the Dominion of Canada. He did not
feel he could make a change. If these
was a question of title the town of New-
castle could fight it out with the domin-
ion as easily as with any other party. '

The bill was reported as amended, |
Mr. Smith’s Denial. |

Mr. Smith (Carleton) rose to a ques- |
tion of privilege.

L

10,

He said he was not |
usually touched by the reports of the|
press, and might be excused on this oc-'
casion because he regarded the report as
reflecting on his personal character. He
had no intention at this time of discuss-
ing the McQueen report, although there
appeared to be a quite widespread desire
on the part of certain newspapers in the

OVERCOATS

province to reflect discredit on members
of the opposition.

“Over the Top
for the Last Time”

Returning Soldiers
Are Surely Taking Advantage
Of Our Offer of

Whether it be a

Suit, Overcoat,

Or Furnishings,
This discount holds good.

OAK HALL
o |

Off

$20 to $55
20 to 50

Scovil Bros., Ltd.
King Street

the Licutenant-Governor in council. He

‘wanted it understood that the bill em-

bodied a dominion government propos-
al, to aid in settiing on land the men
who had fought for the empire.

In his opinion the greatest benefit the
federal government was conferring on sol-
diers was by assisting them to settle upon
land. The men could settle down to
farm life, and while they might not be-
come wealthy, they would be pretty sure
of an independent livelihood.

Buying 2,000 Acres,

, In order to assist disabled soldiers to
occupy small farms, the province was
appropriating $50,000 for the purchase
of 2,000 acres of land. It was proposed
to select land in the vicinity of towns
and cities, and encourage the men who
had been placed upon it to raise poultry,
keep a few cows, and engage in truck
farming.

Mr. Young wanted to know if the
men would be given the land or if it
would be sold to them.

Hon. Mr. Tweeddale said that the
applications for the land would have to
made to " the ‘Soldiefs - ‘settiement
board and the board in turn.would ap-
ply to the government. e land would
be transferred gratis but the government
would retain an equity in the same.
Should the farm be abandoned after
ten or twenty years, and sold by the
settlement board the government would
then realize on its lien.

Mr. Tilley wanted to know how long
the soldier had to occupy the land be-
fore he would actually own it.

Hon. Mr, Tweeddale said that the
provincial government provided the land
and the soldiers settlement board did
the rest. The federal government would
loan the soldier $2,500 for twenty years
at five per cent interest to epable him to
equip his farm.

In regard to crown lands the soldiers
settlement board would make the selec-
tions through the department of lands
and mines.  The soldier would apply for
the lots he required and make his ap-
pointment to the soldiers settlement
board for assistance to settle upon them.
If a soldier had applied for 100 acres of
land before going overseas, it would be
only necessary for him, upon his returns
to prove his status as a soldier when the
land would be turned over to him by
the department without any conditions
attached. He would then go to the sol-
diers settlement board and ask for assist-
ance to enable him to clear the land
and build a home. In cases of that kind
no deposit would be asked by the de-
partment of lands and mines.

In the case of a man who had made
an application for a crown land grant
and had died overseas, his widow would
be given the grant.

Mr, Baxter said that while the honor-
able minister had spoken at considerable
length he had failed to convey the in-
formation that he (Baxter) asked for.
What he had asked for was information
as to why the land to be granted for
truck farming was limited only to dis-
abled soldiers. He would like the pre-
mier to give him the information.

Hon. Mr. Foster said that the terms
of the bill had been fully explained for
the benefit of the committee by the min-
ister of agriculture, There were three
ways to assist the returned soldiers. By
granting land, giving him money, or
loaning money., A gift of money was
out of the question, and the dominion
government was making loans, and the
provincial government proposed to pro-
vide lands. They had felt that they
should go a little farther in the case of
the disabled soldiers. He (the premier)
felt that the disabled soldier was de-
serving of more consideration than the
man who was well and strong, but the
dominion government thought only one
principle could be applied. He had
pointed out the diffcrent cond:tions pre-
vailing in the east, and of the necessity
of retaining our young men. That was
one of the reasons why in the proposed
legislation they were going further than
the other provinces. The government
was puchasing improved land, and
would give it to returned soldiers abso-
lutely free.

Mr. Baxter said that he was in ac-
cord with the principle laid down. He
thougnt that truck farming in New
Brunswick was capable of great develop-
ment and would assist materially in
building up the province,

Mr. Crocket asked if the provisions of
the bill would apply to soldiers- froms
outside of New Brunswick, :

Hon. Mr. Tweeddale said that the
legislation would apply to all British
subiects. That was the rule adopted
by all the provinces.

Section two of the bill and the two
following sections were agreed to.

Mr. Tilley, on section five, wanted
some information with respect to the
lien to be taken by the government.

Hon. Mr. Tweeddale said that in casg




