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about twenty miles. From a point near the Stildne River
to another n^r the Taku River, a distance of 125 miles,
It was left undefined, pending further surveys in this region,
l^ter, this area was surveyed and a series of peaks formingP"*^"y^ "ti^ght line between the two terminal pointe

Review

to*;'" ^""Jf
^"ring to arrive at a fair, unbiased interpre-

totion of the differences that were terminated by the Alwka
Boundary Tribunal, it is necessary to examme the provisions
of the treaty of 1825, the negotiations that preceded it, and
all collateral evidence, particularly the knowledge of the
contractmg parties respecting the disputed territory.

The differences that resulted in the treaty of 1825 were
twofold: first, the protest of Great Britain against the
«rtravagant assumption by Russia of territorial claimsertendmg one hundred mUes seaward, and, secondly, herdaim to the Paafic coast from latitude 51' n northward.The latter was considered by Great Britain as of much less
miportance, but was made prominent to allow the Russian
emperor to withdraw from an untenable position. Thiswas succmctly stated by George Canning. He wrote that
the ongm and pnnciple of the whole negotiation 'is not. onour part, essentially a negotiation about limits. It is a de-mand of the repeal of an offensive and unjustifiable arroga-
tion of exclusive jurisdiction over an ocean of unmeasured
ectent.

. . . We negotiate about territory to cover the remon-
strance upon principle.' It is evident, tiierefore, that, in
cndeavourmg to obtain a maximum extension of tiieir bound-
aries, the governments of Great Britain and Russia wereamply endeavouring to forward and protect the interests of
their respective fur-trading companies, and were not ani-mated by a desire to secure additional territory per se. ThatCannmg, having conceded the principle of die lisiire en-
deavoured to contract its widtii to a minimum, was probably
due to the mfluence of the Hudson's Bay Company.
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