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Diiti'li Wi'Ht liiiiiu ('oiii|iiiiiy hail Im'cii waiitiiiji in

tJU't or Kym|Mitliy ; luid, tlmuKli a rcpi-cMvutiitivo

UHM«»ml>ly uiiK in)t at tlu« time twi oit foot, tho Dutch
iiihuhitatitH wt'in to havi* aciiiiicHccd ilu'crfully in tho

lU'w HitiiatHHi, and to huvr had no HcrtiplcH in hoconiin^',

almost at onr»«, good KngUHh MuhjcctK. .An American
hiHtorian writi'H :

' Putting asido tho mcthodM cmiiloyrd,

tho aiqiiiHition of Nov iNothcHand was by all nu'aiiM

tho v.iHt'Mt and numt iH'noticial act of colonial administ ra-

tion |M'rformiMl in thin i>oriod. . . . JJy tho ri'duction of

tho Dutch, tho English colonial jMissosHions wore terri-

torially roundiMl up an<l brought into continuous contact

with ono another, and tho nu>nopoly of colonial trade,

then so much sought after, could, it was thought, ho

more easily cnforcod now that there wore iu» foreign

ports in tho midst of the coh)nies. Tho object was
entirely in accoril with tho oconomio theory of tin*

times and tho practice of olhcr nalionji, and tho English

ntinisters were justiHod in their tleslro to bring it ab«»ut,

if not in tho moanH by which thoy aocomplishcd it.'

After all, for us now, thoimictical question is not how
our remote ancostors acquired this tomtory, but tho

actual uso that was made of it, when acquircnl. Hero wo
can claim a record which no hostile criticism can upset.

Take as a crucial o.\amj>lo this colony of Now York.

Started as wo have soon by wrongdoing, ono would
naturally, therefore, expect it to bo a vulnerable spot.

It is surely, then, signihcant that at tho time of the

American Revolution, when, for reasons too complex
and involved to bo entered i>pon here, tho first English

colonial Empire was broken in pieces, tho province,

where tho loyalists were the most mnnorous, and which

longest clung to tho ImiK'rial connexion, was thv, one


