
[Vol. IX

I t'ct't and

n('(3ul:itc
;

\'v. sprc'iid-

iitc. 'riii.s

CDlHIllOll

of ])olIcn

living the

) come in

Tlii.s va-

many of

>t grow in

II proper

from tlie

in early

owers in

er. The
ark slate

1 writers,

year and
I ancient

ild.s were

gorously

the diet

Cakagon

*itc(l for

kegisiss,

th these

r twine,

lich are

for con-

'Iien the

iS. 1 wo
e canoe;

ind her,

I-. This

3niently

if twine

April 18!)(J] IMil.W IISK OK Wll,l) l{((K

around the stalks just I.elow the heads and tving it. This enahl..s
her later to gather a large harvest with less trouhle, the sheaf
being handled more easily and more seeurelv than the loose
stalks an<l less gran, is kn<.cked into the water in the handlin.^
I he sh,;aves stand in rows just far enough apart to allow a cant^e
t.. pass between the rows.' After allowing them to stand about
two weeks, the grain then being ripe, the women return in their
canoes and harvest the crop. Formerly the heads were some-
times cut oil with a knife and carried to the shore, but this could
not be done to advantage when the seeds were ripe.
Some of tlie Indians, instead of using the twine, would for-

merly gather a handful of stalks and twist them together and
downward, leavmg the grain thus to ripen

; thev proceeded in this
manner over a considerable district.« When thev came later to
gather the seed, each woman knew her own bv some peculiarity
ot the twist, and the rights of this ownership were respected
taryer says that ea.m family ha<l its allotment and was able to
distinguish ,t by the manner in which tlje sheaves were fastened ^

leather Manjuette i)robal)ly referred to this practice when he
wrote: "They divide the ground .vhereon this wild rice -rows
so that each one can reap his own sei)arately without trespassin.^
on his neighbor's patch.'"*

Sometinics the rice is harvested without the preliminary
binding into sheaves. Two women work together sittin- in the
extremes ot a canoe facing each other. The one at the" rear is
equipped with a long, light pole with which to push the canoe
along, this pole being sometimes forked at one end to keep it
from sinking too far in the muddy bottom of the stream The
\yoman at the bow holds two slender .-edar sticks a trifle more
than three tbet in length. These sticks are 1 i inches in diameter
at the butt and tai.er almost to a point. They are specially
prei)ared tor this ])ur|)ose and are used for none other One ofthem IS sometimes made with a curve or hook at one end \s
the canoe is slowly pushe.l through the thicklv grown stalks of
nee, tins woman bends the stalks over the canoe from one side
with her curved stick and strikes the heads smartlv with the
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