
ofsiii(illst.uiii cnttiiics iH sufficiontly iM.licatiMl wh..n it in Mtivb.-.! that

all tiiat is m!ce*<ary ti Ir, .Ion.'. wiili..uf ^illninK tlir nig-nc iii tho

sli^hhwt (loijrfu, i« to iincoiil'li' it. I'mm tlir b>il.r :inii .•onncol. In the

air main ill tl;<" sii.'ft witli thr iiii.i]MHiti()iMil ,i p.Mliioinsi valve ami

an air luvU-v. Tlir stuiuii tn.il.r tuny lli.ii hv sciM and tli.i cii-'in

tendur may (U'vol.' mtaily liis wholo tiino to otlior duii«s.

Tliu Imw pri<v of -mall motors may b*) r.;torn;d to Tlu-y ost lew in

Paris than .vimi «l.Mm .niiii s, wliicli aiv .if «ouis.' easily tlu' ulieapest

of all small motors; and th': introiluciion of -ood rotary patt«!n.s has

reud.r.'d ilicir av.iilability for >mall indu-trirs ,till mon^ marked.

Wo have concluded Irom tlu' ualeiiiations above elaborated, and which

are ba>ed upon results aln.;idy obtained wilb th.^ Popp syst^im in Paris,

easily improvable, thai a -leatoconnmy io ilui e.wl of power to small

employers can l.e effeuted by the adoption of a •scheme for the oentraiised

production of nieeb.mie d en r-y aul il- distrib;ition by th.' use of com-

pressed air. The (luestion now naturally arises : Is tliis inicourafiemunl

of small employers a wi-e thin- to :dm nt fr.im the poi-a of vie\v of the

whole community, or ouiihi we iH>t rather to repicss and alto>;ether

annihilate lliem in ord.r that all ii.duHrial work may be onuQned to

lari;e f.iotories ?

A complete answer to tlii> far reaehiii'j; .(ue^tion will not liure bj at-

tempted ; but the folluwiuj; considerations may not bo out of place.

Statistics siiow that tlirei; fourtiis of the miioliaiiical power now used

in tiie world lias oriu;inale,l within the last tiiirty years; and it has

also been computed that one hnndre 1 times iipire work is done by

the aid of maeliiiieiy at tlnj pr>.<enl day tha.i by the combined

efforts of the whole human race. The work of this vast and terrible

mechanical aijency must of necesMty . vor increase and grow iu amount

;

it cannot in ilie slightest degree be limited or discontinued without the

instant decline and linal cessation of our material civilisation.

We are tiierolore iaee to face with thisenciuiry ;—Are we to eonflde

to the ciipitidists the sole mastery and control of this enormous power,

upon the wielding oT which the very destinies of the race depend ? Or

ought not rather tln^ va-t stores of Nature's energy to be at the common

disposal of all, as a bcneticent working agent ?

It truly appears to the author that the results of the long continued

operationof the former alteriiaiive are at the very root of th great

Labour nuestions with their ai'Cimipanyiug Socialisms and Communisms

which are now so momentous in all the countries of Huropc, and are

beginning to agitate even the New World.

( 'onsider the conditions of life of the factory hand. When a young

workman, he sees no prospect of ever being able to compete as an in-

dependent employer with the largo establishments producing the com-

modities he helps to make; he accordingly never dreams as a rule of

s.iviiighis earnings for the purpose of estalilisliing himself in business
;

but on the contrary uses the sime to minister merely to his pleasures,

and frequents the society of men like hims.'lf who, naturally ill eon-

tent with their conditions of life, indulge in noxious political tallving, if

nothing worse. This state of things is certainly not ini|iroved, when,

as he advaures in life, from which the licshncss and g|o8> have now

been removed, he sees nothing before him buthisday of toil unrewarded

save by his weekly wage.

It is far otherwise with a man who can be his own employer. He

lakes pleasure in, and works with diligenee and foresight at, an oo-

cu[)ation IVom which he anticipates a personal ivward lor his own in-

du-(rions skill. His Jiitelligence is(|uickeiied by the invention of better

methods for the carrying on of his work and in the buying of his own

materials and the sale of his own fini.shed products Ho will have an

apprentice or two who ought, if they are not already members of his

family, to live in his house, and who consectuently, from personal

esteem, will lake as keen an interest in the business as he does himself

'ihey ki; iw that they themselves will some day h.\ small employers, so

that no detail of the whole organizalioii will escape their vigilance.

There is no reason why these people should not have high moral and

iiolitical aims ; if only a strong >;oveniinent attends to the just protection

of their rights ami property ; and they can then have no possible

grounds of eoin|jlaiiit.

It would seem theret.ue not cllogieal to draw the conclusion that in

a state where small industries flourish there will reign peace, content-

ment, order, ami prosperity; that discord imported froih without can

lind no root, while discontent'iieiil from within can never arise.
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