
vuINTRODUCTION
bjr making Germany a republic, supported and
encouraged the German monarchy. On one
memorable occasion, in a debate in the Prussian
Landtag over the building of the new opera house.
Liebknecht took the floor and declared: "The
opera house for which we are asked to vote the
necessary funds, should last for many generations.
We trust that it will last long after it has lost its

character as a Royal Opera House."
This daring statement brought upon his head

scathing denunciations from the majority of the
members, who were unable to imagine how one
could dare suggest a republic in a Prussian parlia-
ment And this pronouncement was issued long
before kings and presidents dreamed of fighting
to make the world safe for democracy, for hu-
manity.

When the European war broke out. a meeting
was called of the Social-Democratic member of
the Reichstag, for the purpose of deciding what
stand the party should take on the war. Karl
Kautsky. the theoretical leader of Socialism, was
also mvited. It was. perhaps, the stonniest meet-


