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Qo conceivable oiroumstances would they ever admit
within their doow an offioer who had acted go dishononr-
aWy, but they'd receive Milly whenever she liked to come
Nor would they—though her uncle was her guardian and
truste^eprive her of her fortune-seven thousand
pounds m E^t India Stock, Home Rails, and Gov«nm,ent
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of the child that was coming, and others that might come-m what they called a Post-Matrimonial Settlement, and
I was^reeable; though, mind you !-I had the law on my
ride If Id chosen to make a fuss. And I was too much in
love to bother over money-or to care a cowrie aboutbemg cut oy the Fermeroys' friends."
Nothing but gray ashes remained in the pipe-bowl
" I don't know whether it wasn't to get me out of theway that the regiment was ordered to Sikandarabad.

There d been a Sepoy rising at Haidarabad, six miles north
of the Subsidiary Force's cantonments-and as the bie
Mussulman city was swarming with aU the blackguards
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'° "'^ I^kk»n-^nd bazar-j;,^ hadTt that

another Rohilla riot was threatening-Ours got the route

1 ^Lk-"^
MJly-<3od bless her I wouldn't hear of being

left behmd. And we steamed down coast to Masulipatam
and marched the two hundred miles; and though it wa^
early m January, the roads were confoundedly squashy and
the heat was like a vapour-bath-there being no winier to
speak of m the South."

" He's in a regular brown study," said her unseen gossipand confidante to the Captain's second wife. " Perhane
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at the bottom of it

! Better get him to tell what's thematter by-and-by—^not now !"

"And the long road ran like a brown snake between
mangrove-swamps auJ paddy-fields, where it wasn't coffee-


