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SETTLEMENTS IN AMERICA. 231

Alas! the fuciden and rapid decline in our

manners and our powers, the crimes of

princes, and the fufFerings of the people,

will make this fatal cataftrophe, which is to

divide one part of the globe from the other,

univerfal. The foundations of our tottering

empires arc Tapped ; materials are hourly col-

lecting and preparing for their deflrudlion,

compofed of the ruins of our laws, the ferment

of contending opinions, and the fubverfion

of our rights which vi^ere the foundation of

our courage ; the luxury of our courts, and
the miferies of the country; the lading ani-

mofity between indolent men who engrofs

all the wealth, and vigorous and even virtu-

ous men who have nothing to lofe but their

lives. In proportion as our people are

weakened and refign themfelves to each

other's dominion, population and agriculture

will flourifh in America : the arts, tranf-

planted by our means, will make a rapid

progrefs •, and that country ,rifing out of no-

thing, will be fired with the ambition of ap-

pearing with glory, in its turn, on the face of

the globe and in the hiftory of the world. O
pofterity ! ye, peradventure, will be more
happy than your unfortunate and contemp-
tible anceftors. May this laft wifh be ac-

complilhed, and confole the prefent expiring

race with the hopes that a better will fuc-

ceed it !
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