
stiirtc(l fioiu l'liilit(l"li)liiii tor Ciiuiulii to in-

duce llir (Jiuiiidiuus to join tli(! (joiii^rcssioiuil

ciiiisi; and lo foiiiul a newspiincr. Witli tliis

IfitiiT oliji'ct tliey brought niiitciiiii for a

priutiuij; ol'tico and a i)i'intL'r niitncd Flcury

M('si)l('t. wlu) had hceii ia the omph)y of

Fiaiikliu at IMiiladelpliia. On the 'I'Ah

of Apiil till' commissiou and the

l^rhitiug material airivcxl in Mont-
real, but the commissiou discovered

at on('cthat their canst; was a hoi)ele'<s one in

Canada, in spite of the a()peals of Jjafayettt: to

the French pi'o[)lo in th(; name of France.

They returned in May, antl the (Jongrcssioual

troops followed close upon tiicra. Mesplet

had in the meantime set U[) his ni^wspaper in

the old cliati,'au. near .Jacques Oarti(;r Square,

whicii still remains a-) one of the few niouu-

mentsofold .Montreal. He rt;solvedto( astin his

fortunes with the (Janadians ; and, after the

publication of a couple of work.s, ho, in 1778,

sUuted the Gazktte. As you will see, it is

all in b'rench except

TIIK ADDItKSS OP TIIK IMM.VTKii

to the public, whieli I will ventiuc to read in

full:—

'TO THK ("[TIZRXS OF THE TOWN AND
DlSTllUrr OF .MONTRKAL:—

" Gkntlemkx,— The establlsiimont of a
porioilieal paper appears to mi", as lo many
others, a proji'd of sucli naturi; as lo deserve
your attenlion in every respect, by wliieli
means trade and eommcrci; will b' carried on
wiib greater laeibiy, eorri'sponilMute wiili a
threat I'r ease, and a noljle emulai ion will na:ui-
ally ensue, to tbeirreai advantaf;(.'Ot' the pubbe

;

th'' <M:i/.en will, Willi more speed and in a eon-
eis.'r manner, eoMimunii-aie liis iileas : hence I he
pro^^ress olarts and scienei's in 'general and i lu'

uectessary inroducion to concord and union
among individuals, irom wliich (lows
several advaniai^es to society, which you
are more sensible of than I can express
and too lona; to he lle^(^ enuimn-ated. These
advantages arc not less with respect lo private
interest, the la.eility of givinij noiice io tlie
publii; at any time of the sal'? of goods or mer-
chandise, nioval)les, houses, lands, l)esides the
conveniently of advertising for lost eile<Ms,
slaves desci'ted from thair masters, i he want
of clerics or of servanis and many othei- things
that the opportiniil.v of this paper will oiler.

"I propose to tlUasluM't with i>ul)lle adver-
tis(!menls and other alfairs inimediali'ly con-

|

('(UMiing trade and commerci', to which will be
addi'd SOUK! diversltled pieces of literalure. 1

dart; tlatter myself, as I hope, (xentlcmen, ,von
wlll.eneouragt> this, my leel)le heglnning, that
you will in a short tinn; stii; with satlsiiicMon
not only a great variety of notices anil lulver-

'

tlsements, but also a collection of facls, both
,

entertaining and instrut^tlve. I will cntleavour
to procure a choice collection of the newest
pieces, antl 1 don't tloubt but this will stir up
the genius of many wlio have remained in a
state of luactlou, or could uot ooiumuuicale

i

ill 'ii- prod lie lions without I h'' help of i h" pres<.
"

I will insi'r! in the abovu papei- or ( i.v/.K rri-;

eve.yihiiv^ i hat one or l.io/i' geut lemen will be
pleaded to cominunicale to m '. providetl, al-
ways no menilon b • made of religion, (Jovern-
meiit, ornews con-i I'uing thejiresent atlairs,
unless [ was authorised from (iovernment for
soiloing; my i nteniion being only to conllne
myself in what t'ontvrns atlvertisements, com-
mercial antl literarv ailairs.
"If tht; title of •• IJoard of Inlolligence, or

(-'ommerelal and Ijiterary Oazelte," which I

propo.se to give this periixlical pajn'r, he not.

fouiul convtmieni, 1 will hi; glad to receive any
gentleman's ailvlc on the suhj ect. as ;il,>o any
ob.ji'ctions which might be made against the
ff)llowin!i ctmilitlons :

—

"conditions.
" Tlio subseriiition money will be two and a

half Spanish tloUars per annum.
"The siihscribers will i)ay one Spanish dollar

for evei'y advei't iseineiit inserted in th'' said
l)ap r during three weeks suet essively.
"Those that are not suhscribers will pa.v one

and a half Spanish tloUars for every advertlse-
meni printetl thrice as above.
" Fvery one that is not a subscriber may have

tlie papei- at ten coi)p '>'•.

"The saitl paper will be prlntt»il on a ipiarto
sheet of paper, and will be ilelivered evi;ry
Wednesday, to begin on .Iiiie; liril, 1778.
" .\.ll persons who i-boose to sui)^cribe are de-

sired to Ijt me know Ibeii' nameaiul their i)lace
of abotle.
" I have the lionour to be, with a sliicero de-

sire to coniribule as much as is in my power to
the advantagi' and public satlsfaciioii,

" Geiii lemen,
" Your mos! oi)edient

"and humble servant,
"!<'. AlKSi-miir, l^rintcr."

Sucli were the words and proinise-i witli

which the first pa|)er printed in Montreal was
launched upon the sea of public favour. Tiie

pajier, as 1 have said, was printed ii^ Freni;h,

and in this respect dilfers from its namesake,
I he Quebec Gaze'le, from wliieii it may be

inferred that iu tliose days the En^dish-

speakini:; |)oniilation was relatively ji;reatcr in

(juebee than in AIoutri;al. Tlieri' is another
distinction, however, in the " Aildresses"

whicli ushered the two papers respectively

into existence, which may bo saitl to Jiavo

been a i)ri)phecy of the fiiluie. At that time,

there is no question that Quebec was com-
mercially the more ini|)ortant town, alliioiigh

in obetUence to a law which seems universal,

anil which causes the ocean vessel to pene-

trate as far inland as tin; comlitions of navi-

gation will admit, shiiis struggled up to this

l)ort. Yet in the prospectus of the (iut^lH;c

(fiincKe IK) prominence is given, no mention
ovini is matle of commercial interests ; while iu

that of the Montreal (rt/2''//*;tliis teature is made
a distinctive oiu^, the first object mentioned
being tliat " trade and commerce will hv car-

ried ou witli a greater facility,'' and iu each


