
LETTER FIRST.

GENTLEMEN,

IN the prefent alarming fituatlon of national affairs, I confider it as a debt of public

duty which I owe to you, to endeavour to lay before you fome ftate of the public,

concerns, in which, as one of the mod important ana refpe£table boroughs in this king-

dom, you have a mod material ftake depending. I am moreover perfonally fdlicitous, to

take an opportunity of giving to thofe friends who have honored mc with a parliamentary

truft, an early and explicit account, of my own conduct, during the lail four years j a

period, which has produced fuch unexpected and momentous events. In this IHort period

oi four years, by much thegreateft and moft encreafing parts, of the Britifh dominions are

lofl: i The lives of many thoufands of our fellow-fttbjedls have beenfacrificed j thirty or

forty millions of national property have been thrown away; an hundred fhips offeree, and
near an hundred thoufand men by fea and land, are cut off from the force of this coun-

try, at a time, when a war with the Houfe of Bourbon is brought upon us. We are

come to a full and experiinental conviftion, of the folly and imprafticability of the Ameri-
can war. That chapter therefore is finally clofed, by the total lofs of America. Here
it is then, that I wi(h to make an appeal to my Conftituents, and- to explain to them,

that I have in no degree b:^cn inftrumental, or concurring in thofe meafures, which have

produced thefe misfortunes.

It is faid that fhort accounts make long friends, foE which reafon it is, that I wifh to

difcharge my mind to you now; with refpedt.to what is. paft, and at the. fame time to

advcrtife you, of the alarming profpedb of your afFaics, as being juft upon the opening

of a war, with the Houfe of Bourbon joined to America. The inflexible obftinacy of

an Adminiftration, who would hearno reafon, . and who have fecretcd every information'

from Parliament, and the Public, till the event too fatally proclaims itfelf, has wafted

your men and millions ; has alienated your Colonies, and driven them into thb arms of

France ; has not only brought you into a..ftate unprepared for war, againft the natural

enemies, and rivals of this country, but has confumed your beft relburces»< previous to

'

the outfet. If a minifter of the Houfe of Bourbon. had dictated every meafUre, that

has been purfued for the laft four years, he could not Kdve deviled^ more fyftematical

plan, for renewing with advantage to our rivals, the antient conteft between us, of

national grcatncfs and power. What various events may await us, in the renewal of this

,

B. contcfti.


