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them a bed of the boughs of foiiie trees, anil covered

them over thick with the fame. As all hands had been

employed in endeavouring to move thefe poor blacks

to the fire, and had been expofed to the cold for near

an hour and an half in the attempt, fome of them began

to be afflicted in the fame manner as thofe whom they

were to relieve. Brifcoe, another fervant ofMr. Banks,

in particular, began to lofe his fenfibility. At lail they

reached the fire, and pafTcd the night in a very dif-

agreeable manner.
The party that fet out from the fliip had confiOcd of

twelve ; two of thefe were already judged to be de-ad,

it was doubtful whether the third would be able to re-

turn on board, and Mr. Buchan, a fourth, feenied to

be threatened with a return of his fits. The fliip they

reckoned to be at the dirtancc of a long ilay's journey,

.through an unfrequented woo(', in which they might
probably be bewildered till night, and having been

equipped only for a journey ofa few hours, they had not

a fufficitncy of provifions left to afford the company a
lingle meal.

At day-break on the 17th nothing prcfcnted itfelfto

the view all around but fnow, which covered alike vhc

trees and the ground ; and the blafts of wind were fo

frequent and violent, that their journey feemed to be
,

rendered impraOlicable, and they had reafon to dread
peritliing with cold and famine. However, about lix

m the morning, they were flattered with a dawn of
hope of being delivered, by difcovering the fun through
the clouds, which gradually diminiflicd. Before their

felling out, iiK-nengers were difpatched to the un-
happy ncf^Toes; but thefe returned with the melan-
choly news of their death. Though the fl\y had flat-

tered the ho|Ks of the furvivors, the fnow continued
falling very tall, a citcumflancc which impeded their

journey, but a breeze fpringingup aboit eight o'clock,

added 10 the influence of the fun, began to clear the

air, and the fnow falling in large flakes from the trees,

gave tokens of a ihaw. Hunger prevailing over evcrv
other conrklcration, induced our travellers to divide the
fniail itm.iinJer of their pmvifions, and to lit forwanl
on their journey about ten in the morning. To their

!;rcat aHoiiilhnicnt anil iiuisfaction, in about three

hours thcv found tlKuililvcs on the fliorc, ami much
nearer to the lhi|>.ihan their moll fanguine expectations i

could ha\c fiiggelUd. When they looked back upon
their foritur route from the fea, they found that inllead

of afetnduig the hill in a direct luie, they had" nude a
cin.le alnioli round the country. On their return, thefe

uandeiirs ret eived fueh congratulations from thofe

on bo.ird as can more ealily Lk- imagined than cx-
prcired.

Mr. Bank^ aiul Dr. Solandcr went on fliore again on
the 20th of thi:, mouth, landing in the bottom of the
fxiy, where they coliccfeil a nimiber of Ihells and plants,

hitiieito unknown, .\fter having returned to tlip.ner,

they went ;o vilit an Indian town, about two miles up
the country, the accels to which, on account of the
inud, was ditlicult. W hen they approached the town,
two of the natives came out to meet them, who began
to tliout in their ufual manner. They aftenvards «on-
duclcd Mr. Banks and the Doctor to their town. It

was fituatc on a finall hill, over-lhadcd with wood, and
conlilled of about a do/en huts, conflrucfed without art

or regularity. Ihey were compofed rtf a few polos I

inclining to each other in the Inapc of a fugar-loaf,

which were covered on the weather fide with grafs and
boughs, and on the other fide a fpace was kft open,
w hich fers ed at once for a fire-place and a door. They
w ere of the fainc nature of the huts that had been fecn t

at St. Vincents Bay. A little grafs ferved for beds
|

and chairs, and their iitcnfils were a balket Ibrthe hand,
a fatchcl to hang upon the back, and a bladder lor

water, out of v hich iliey drank through a hole near the
top. This town was inhabited by a tribe of about fifty

men, women, and children. Their bows and arrow,;

were conilruclcd with neatncfs and ingenuity, being .

made of wood highly poliflicd, and the point which
was cither glafs or Hint, very fkilfully fitted.. Thefe
latter fubftances were obfervcd among tliein unwrought,

as alfo cloth, ring.i, biitKins, A:c. from whence it was
concluded that they fcimctimcs travelled to the north-

ward, as no fliip, for years pad, hud touched at iliis

part of Terra del Fuego. The n;itive» here did not

fliew anyiurprife at the fight of lire arim, bur .(piK.jnd

to be well acquainted with their ule. It is like!, that

the fJHit on wliieh the Doctor and Mi-. Banks nut them,
wMs not a fixed habitation, :u their houfes ilid not feein

as if they wi'iv i reded to Hand for any long time, and
they had no boats or canoes among them. 'Ihc^ did not

appi-ar to have any form ofgovcrnnifnt or any ideas of
fubordination. They fecincd to be the very oui-call.s of
men; and a people that palfed their live."! in wandering in

a forlorn mann^Toverdreary w.illes j their dwelling being
a thatcheil hovel, and their cioathin.'; frarcely fiiUicicnt

to keep then> fiom perithing with cold, even in thefe cli-

mates. Theironly fiwd w^s fheli-lilh, vi hich on any one
fpot mufV foon beexhairtTedi nor had they the riidcft

implement ofarr, not e\en li) miuh as \?.as neceflar;,- to

drefs their fo(Kl, yet amidll all this, we are told, that

they appeared to enjoy that content which i.s fcldoiii

f()iuid in gix'at and populou.s cities j a fpicies of con-
tent, which if they really enjoyed it, niufl have arifen

from ilupidity, a fatisfartion the offspring of the

grratefl ignorance. Such i.i the flate of lUK uiriv.itcd

nature ; fiich the rude form whichuncivilifed inanpurs
on. The wants of thefe pcoi)le feen.rd to ho lew j but
fomc w ants all mankind mult have, and even tlie inofl

iimple of them, thefe poor lavages ajipearcd fcarcelv

in a condition to gratify. Tiie calls of hunger and
thidl mull beol>eyed, or man mul^pcrilh, yet the peo-

ple in qucftion fcenjed to depend on chance for the

means of anfweiingthcm. Thofe who can be happy
in fuch a fituation, can only be fo, bccaufe they have
fjot a due feeling of their mifery. We know thai there

have been admirers of fimple nature amongll the phi-
lofophers of all ages and nations ; and certainly fimple

nature has her bea^itie-;. In regard to the vegetative

and brute creation, fhe operates with rolilllefs energy;

h^r power is prevalent as her pencil is inimitable j birt

when we al'cend in the fcafe of beings, and come to ex.i-

mine the human race, whatfhail we find ihrm, with-

out cultivation ? It is here that inllinct ends and reafon

begins, and without entering into the quellion, Whe-
ther a flate of nature is a Itate of war } when wc ob-

ferve the innumerable inconveniences to which thofe

are fubject on whom the light of Icienee never dawned,
wc may ealily determine in the favour of thofe arts

which have civilized mankimi, fbrmeil them into (o-

cicties, refiived their manners, and taught the nations

where they have prevailed, to protect thofe right.; v. hich

the untutored fav.ages have ever been oblij',fd to yield

to the fnperior abilities of their bdtcr inllructed in-

vaders, and have thus tiilkn a pity 10 European ty-

ranny.

Wc obfervcd in this place feals, fci-lions, and dog.i,

and no other quadrupeds; ne\eithcttl\ it i» probable

there are other kinds of ai.r.n.ils in the country; for

Mr. Banks remarked, fwma hill, an imprcllion of the

f(K)t-llcps of a large animal on the furt.ue of a bog,

but of what kind it washec(iuld not determine. Not
any land-birds were feen larger than an I'inglifh black-

bird, hawks and vultures excepted. Ducks andother

watcr-lJL'W Is wc faw inabiindauvc ; ;ill"oll.ell lilh, clams,

and limpets. The country though undcared had nei-

ther gnat, mufquito, nor any oil.er noxious or trou-

blefomc aniinals. .\ great varictj- of plants were found

by the Dodfor and Mr. Banks. 1 he wild celery and

fcurvy grafs arc fuppofed to contain antilcorbutic qua-

lities, which will ihcreibrc be of fervice to the crewj;

of fuch fhips as hereafter may touch at this place, alter

a long voyage. The latter is found in abimdaiKc near

fprings and in damp places, particularly at the water-

ing piace in the bay of Good bucccfs, and it refemble.;

thc-iinglifli cuckow flower, or lady .^-fmock. 1 ht

wild celery is like what grows in our gdrdcn* in Eng-
land; but the lea\ es arc of a deeper green. This plant

may be found in plenty near the beach, and upon the

land above the fpring tides. In taftc it is between that

of celery and parllcy. Thcgrateiul fc?man, l«ng con-

fined
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