
8 ISLAND OF SAN JUAK.

article of the troaty with Great Britain of June 15, 1840, ah prnvlikd for by
the net of Congress of August. 11, 1856. I received my inHtructioiiK on the

2>*th of February, and proceeded at once to collect all such itifornmtioii within
my reach as might contribute to a proper understanding of th« mviiniiig of the

language of the treaty, and aid in the execution of the work hitriiHtml to mo.
Lieutenant Parke was instructed to organizea party and proparo a Hiiitiibln outfit

for the prosecution of the survey along the 49th parallel of north iHtitndo,

from the western termination of the boundary lino on the Quif of Ooorgln to

the Rocky Mountains. By direction of the department I also mode nti urninge*

ment with the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the employm«uit of Uie

surveying steamer Active and brig Fauntleroy, and the ofHcern and AHMltttnntii

attached thereto, under the authority contained in the fifth Hoctlon of tho act

organizing the commission, to make such hydrographical surveys im might be
required to aid in the demarcation of the water boundary. Having lenrnod that

the British commissioner. Captain J. C. Prevost, of her Mnjesty'0 ittOAiiHir Bate!*

lite, had left England at the close of December, and might be expucted to reach

the Straits of Fuca in the month of June, I hastened preparatlon« ai much as
possible, to meet him at that time.

On the 20th of April, witli the party as far as organixod, I loft New York,
and reached San Francisco via the Isthmus of Panama on the 15th of May,
Captain Alden, of the United States navy, commanding the ' ActivD," rftported to

me that he was preparing the steamer for sea. During tho time reriulred for

that purpose the organization of the party and outfit for the Rurvey or tho land

boundary were completed. The "Active" being ready for sea on tho 17th of
June, we started on that day for the Straits of Fuca, and arrived at Victoriti,

the seat of government of Vancouver's Island, on the 22d, and thoro luarncd

that the Biitish commissioner had arrived in the neighboring harbor of E»qui«
malt on the 12th of June.

On the 27th of June the joint commission held its first official mooting. We
exchanged credentials and exhibited our respective instructioufi, by which it

appeared that we were mutually invested with full powers to carry into ciTect

tlie first article of the treaty of June 15, 1846, so far as it rolatofn to the water
boundary*—the powers of the British commissioner being limited thoroto, and
to the determination of the point where the forty-ninth parallel of noitli latitude

intersects the eastern shore of the channel separating the continent from Van-
couver's island. In accordance with the act authorizing the commifiHion, my
iniitructions empowered me to determine and mark the entire boundary line

between the United States and the British Possessions, as described ill tho first

article of the treaty.

Captain Prevost stated that Captain Richards, of the navy, tho chief «»trono-

nier and surveyor of the British commission, in command of Intr Miijosty's

steamer Plumper, was on his way to Vancouver's Island, but could not bo ex-

pected before September, having only left England at the close of tho month of
March. In the instructions which Captain Prevost exhibited to mo, ho i« de>*lg-

nnted as first commissioner, and Captain Richards as second cummiMHicmor ; but
the powers of commissioner, as I understood Captain Prevont, would only
devolve upon Captain Riphards in case of the death of the firtit cominiio^loner,

and the title was only given to provide for such a contingency ; h\n ordinary
duties being those of chief astronomer and surveyor.

The steamer Satellite not being prepared for surveying operationH, Captain
Prevost informed me that he could do nothing toward the determination of the

water boundary until the arrival of the "Plumper," and after a snrvoy of the
channels and inlands between the continent and Vancouver's Islind and a chart
of the same could be made by the chief astronomer and surveyor, 'I'hb work
having in a great measure been already performed by the officers of tho United
States Coast Survey during the past three years, and the charts having been

I

' See Bubsequeut coreespondeuce relative to powers of coiMinlHMionura,


