
[^Extracted from the Oeolooioal Maoazink. Dooado III. Vol. V.

No. H, p. [ill, August, 188.S.J

Recent Oh«kuvation.s on tiik Glaciation of British

Columbia and Adjacknt Kkcions.

]iy (;k.i. M. Dawson, D.Sc, F.O.S.,

Assistant Director, Ueolof,aeiil Survey of Canada.

PREVIOUS ohRoivatioiis in British Coliiinhiii ' li.avo shown that

atone .stago in tlio (ilacial period—thatot" niaxininm ^;hiciiitinn

—a groat conlhieiit ico-niasis has occiipietl the r('j;'ion wliich may ho

named the Interior I'lateau, hetween tlio Coast Mountains and (jrold

and Rocky Mountain JJan^-es. From the ootli to tlie 49th paralhd

this groat ghicior lias left traces of its general southward or south-

eastward nioveinent, which are distinct from those of snhsequent

h)cal glaciers. I'lie soutiu'rii extensions or terminations of thiscon-

fluent glacier, in Washington and Jdaho Territories, have quite

recently heen examined liy Mr. B .ill y Willis and Prof. T. C.

Chamherlin, of the U.S. Geologi(;al Survey. ~ There is, further,

evidence to show that this iuiand-ico l! Mwed ai'so, hy transverse

valleys and gaps, across the Coast Range, and that the fiords

of the coast were thus deej>ly idled with glacier-ico which,

supplemented hy that originating on the Coast Range itself,

huried the entire great valley which separates Vancouver Island

from the mainland and discharged seaward round hoth ends of the

island. Further north, the glacier exti'uding from the mainland
coast touched the northern shoies of the (,)ueen Charlotte Islands.

The ohserved facts on which these* general statements are hased
have heen fully detailed in the pulilications already referred to, and
it is not the ohjeet of this note to review former work in the region

further than to emnnerate the main features developed hy it, and to

add 1o these a summary of ohservations made during tlio summer of

1887 in the extreme north of British Colondjia, and in the Yukon
hasin heyoiid the <JOlh parallel, which forms the northern houndary
of t!iat })rovince.

'I'he littoral of the soiith-oastern ]iart or " coast strip " of

Alaska presents features iilentical witii those of the previously

examined coast of British Colund»ia, at least as far north as lat. oD
,

heyond which I have not seen it. The coast archipi'lago has
has evidently heen involved in the horder of a confluent glacier

/hich spread from the mainland and was suhject to minor variations
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