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MINUTE of tlio Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works on tiie subject of

nil Overland Coach Road throu^di British Territory, between the Pacific

Coast and Canada, comparing the merits of the various passes through the

Kocky Mountains, and showing the extent of tliis road already built in

British Columbia, and what remains to be done to complete it beyond the

eastern boundary of the Colony to the head of steamboat navigation on the

(Saskatchewan.

Hut sixiM iit'tor the

s'liiiilii'il by.sliii

pros

I.nri.K lias liitlierto boon done towanls tlio construi/tion of trails or roads across tlic

l;iM-Uv Miiiiiitains iic'rtl' of the 40tli Parallel.

'I')i(' priiuitivc iiatlis tliroiijrli tlie various jiassos of tins Mountain Haiiirc. nriijiiKilly

li-ii.-ki'd out by Indians and only kept upen Vfar by vcar by their travel ali)n,Lr tjicni.

iiri' still the H()lo means ot eoini'nunieation lietween Jiritisli Columbia and tlie Nortli

\V( st 'foriiton'.

Some little "work was imleoil done, y<'ars iitjo, by the Hudson's Buy ('omiiany in

(.peninir trails tbronuli tlie Leather anil .\tlialpas(a_ Passes, to tiicililate the passa.ue

(iltlieir tiriirades, wliiili ai that time earrieil sn|iplies frdiu tlie depots east nt' the

Kcickv Mountains to .lu.-pi'r's House, and tlienee V'stwards, by the Teto .laune

('aelii', down the Fraser liiver to the various [losts in the reirinii ol'eonntry now

i'l. hilled in liiitisli Cnlmiiliia: «v s.iiiliiwiird. liy t!ie .Sllmlias.'ii I'liss. 1(i tii(! i;<];i;

ijieuniinnenl, and ilciwn tl.o Cohiinbia to the posts in Wiisliin^itou and (_»_re;;oii.

Coiniianv estalilislieil (losts at Kort \'ani(niver and \"ietoi'ia

direct Irom Knirland, coinninnication by these jiasscs was

discontinne'd, and lie trail-'. llironL'U tlici.i lapsed inio di.Mir-e. ai.d were soon in no

better condition tlian before tl.ey were improved by the llui's.in liay Coinpany's

(•inploves. At jiresent, except when travelled over by occasional |iarties of

peetors or scientilic exjilorers, these, as well as all the other KocUy Mountain

ill British Terrilory, are made use of by Indians only.

Many of these jiasses are however, even in their priniitivo (-oiidilion, so

easy o'f passie/e that horses carry heavy loads over them with facility;

and throuirh the Vermillion Pass loaded ciirts have been driven on the natural

roadway uiiiinproved bv labor.

P.nt, 'altlioii'rii the work of Imildiiijr a road over the Kocky .Mountains has yet to

lie eommeneed, much has already' been effected by this ColiMiy towards the

(•onsuinination of the niiu'h desireii line of roail cominuniciition, tlironi,di liritish

Territory, between the .'^ea Coast of P.ritish Cohimhia and Canada. In lact more

than one-iaih\in co.st) of this wm-k within the limits of the Colony is now e(nii|dete.

The Casc^ade Kanjre of Mounlains, the .'.'reat harrier lietweeii the Sea Coast of

this Colony and its' interim' districts, which' presented a tiir iniu'e difliciilt en-

irineei'imr obstacle to road-makinjr, and <nie more expensive to overcome than the

'Uockv Mountains Ihein-elves, has heeii iiiereed by two lines ol'eoach road, which,

comn'iencinir at Vale and Donjrlas respectively, the limits of steaiii-boat navijratioii

on the l.ow'er Fraser Kiver and its irihutary'llarrison Lahe, unite at Clinton, 13ti

miles frmn \uW\ on the hi.Ldi rolliiiLr plateau in the interior of the Colony, from

which jnnctioii point the road extends J4-J miles hirther northwarils to CJanieron-

town. in the heart ol'ihe Cai'ilioo District, disliiut alloirether 37H miles from ^'ale.

A in'ancli road 'J:i miles lone-, has ,dso been built frmn the main line, at a jioiiil

<m the linonaparte River 110 miles from Vale, to Savona's at the lower (we.stcrni

end of Kamloops liake, from which place iminterruiited Hteam-boat naviiration
'" " Iiper

the

/Kam-

loops, ti> a distance of ho miles troni the latter jiost.

These roads, eonslnictcd at a total (iwt of «!1,3 ;ii,i>l.') (ahoiit J.:27.''),OO0), of which

amount the section from Vale to Savoii-i';' cost gH'S'hOOO (about i;i(i6,000>,

are of a character very suporioi; to that of public roads in most young Counfries.

end of Kamloops liake, troiii which place iminterruiited Hteam-noat naviirat

e-tciidsthrouirh Kamloops I,al<c, and up the South Tli(nnp,son Kiver to the up

(eastern) end'of (ircat Slinswap hake, a distance of H.5 miles, and also uji^

North Urancli of Tlunnpson River, whi.h.ioi.w the South Thompson at FortKi
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