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have been known to both of them, for the latter sug-

gested to the former * a meridian line drawn from the
' head of the Lynn Canal, as it is laid down in Arrow-
' smith's last map, or about the 185th degree of west
* longitude,' as the boundary in the interior of the continent.

They also argue that the lidere was to be a continuous strip

of territory, whereas, if it were broken at intervals by inlets

extending into British territory, its continuity would be

destroyed and its usefulness as a barrier against British

aggression greatly impaired. There does not seem to be
much in this point however, for Article V[. of the treaty of

1825 secures to British subjects the right in perpetuity of
' navigating freely and without any hindrance whatever all

* the rivers and streams which in their course towards the
' Pacific Ocean may cross the line of demarcation upon the
' line of coast described in Article 1 11. of the present
' Convention.' There is no apparent reason why a narrow
fiord should be more destructive to continuity than a wide
river. Thirty miles up the Sfcikine would have been just

as accessible and convenient a trading base from which to

reach the coast Indians as thirty miles up the Lynn Canal,

provided the river were as navigable as the canal, which it

happens not to be, though of this the negotiators had no
knowledge, their impression rather being that there existed

several large rivers leading inland which were not marked
on the maps. Indeed, Great Britain's insistence in 1825 on
complete freedom of intercourse with the interior by all

rivers and streams strengthens Canada's claim to the heads
of these narrow tidiil inlets which are not clearly separable

on the map from the lower portions of the rivers by which
upper parts of the same valleys are occupied. Neither the

limit of influence of the tides, nor the change from salt to

fresh water, can be strictly defined in the upper parts of

these inlets, which vary in size with circumstances, such as

the height of the barometer, the direction and force of the
winds, and the season of the year. The heads of inlets,

therefore, do not afford good fixed points from which to

measure the width of a coast strip.

It is, however, rather upon its alleged prescriptive rights

than on arguments drawn from the letter of the treaty and
the negotiations which preceded it, that the United States

bases its claims to the heads of inlets. The fact that during

the later years of Russian dominion the Hudson's Bay
Company held the whole coast from Cross Sound to Portland

Canal, under lease from the Eussian American Company, is


