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her was undoubtedly mm li larijcr. Whole
families were destroyed, and hundreds were

m.'ide honu'less and destitute. Newcastle was
swept from existence almost in the twinkling'

of an eye. In three hours from the appearance

of the sheet of llame, every house, save one or

two. had vanished, and desolation was upon

the land. It was a sicnt of which the terrible

i^randcur can \k: but feebly reali/.ed ; the most

cunuuon place accounts of it as related by the

few survivors tn-day arc thrilliiiv,^ in the ex-

treme. The reality must have been ap|xdlin,i(

in its horrors.

After leaving Newcastle, the Miramichi Kail-

way Uridines are crossed. Every one admires

their l)eauty, and no one is surprised when
to'a :!iat the cost of ttiis part of the road was

. the neiji^hborhood of a million dollars. This

rcnrescnts a vast amount of work, much of

w.iitli is hidden under the water. Kach of the

bridi^es is i.2cx) feet \n len,t,'tli, and tiiey are

models of strength combined with beauty.

From Miramichi until Moncton is reacheil

the railway passes throuji^h a country which

has no particuk'.r attractions for the eyi-. It is

so far from the shore that none of the nourish-

ing settlements are seen, and the traveller is

apt to gain a poor idea of the country. There

is, however, a fire farming and fishing district

all along the co;ist, and some large rivers of

which only the head waters are crDSsed. The
Richibucto is one of these, and the lown of the

same name is worthy of mere than a p.issing

mention. A branih railway is being carrieil

to it from Kent Junction.

M()\L rox.

Here is the heart of the Intercolonial, the

centre from which the busy operations of the

system ;ire controlled. No one can doubt that

he is in what is essentially a railway town

Vou smell i railway odor in the air; you hear

the noise of a railway at all hours of the dav

and night ; you see railway trains going this

way and tliat way, and you meet railway men
in all sorts of places. The railway finds

Moncton a convenient point, and .Moncton is

])leased to liave the oHices and work shops in

its riiidst. It dreamed of suth a time as this

when it w.is only known as The Hend. and the

rai'wa\- was merely a v'ision of the future.

Moncton is now a town of between live and

si.x thousand inhabitants, and iss!,!! growing.

Us streets are spacious and regiilar. Those
in the busiii'^ss p(.)rtion are lined wiih stores

in which .1 large amount of business is done.

In the other parts nf the town arc private

residences of tasteful ilc^ign, antl in main-

Cfises the grounds are arr;inged in a beautiful

m.anner. Hotels are numerous and their rep-

r(S('iitatives salute the stranger, as he steps

from the cars, with a "greeting glee," of which

the words, " Free Coach," etc., form the bur-

den. The W'eldon House is the most popular

hotel. There is also a railwa\' dining room at

the depot. Various industries incident to a

pUiee of tfiis size are successfully carried on.

'I'he Sugar Ketinery is one of the late adilitions.

and speaks volumes for the enterprise of the

leading citizens. .V large cotton factory is also

in course of erection. Ship building has been

carried on to some extent, and. take it all in all.

Mou' con is one (jf the lu'c towns of \ew
firunswick.

The town is located M the Bend of the

I'etitcodiac, one of the rivers to which tlie

traveller must get accustomed ere he proceeds

much further on his journey. At high water

it is quite a majestic stream, thougli .1 tritle

discolored : at low water the river dis;ip]iears.

: with the exception of some w.ater in the chan-

nel, and acres of smooth, slippery miiil appe.ir.

This mud is not a nice thing to get intcj, but

I

as a fertilizer it is a great success— the manure
' with which .Nature enriches the vast areas of

marsh which are found at the head of the B.iy

J

of I'undy. The I'etitcodiac River, at Moncton,

is a goc)d place to see the tide come in with a

"bore." Thousands of well read people, trust-

ing to books written by men of imaginative

minds, have lived and died in the belief that

!
the tide at the head of the Bay rose 1 20 feet.

Old editions of the F.ncyilopcdia Ihittanica

I used to say so. and one geographer is respon-

' sible for the statement that this extraordinary

tide was seen thirty miles away approaching

j
in one vast wave and with a prodigious noise.

! The truth is, that the Bay of I'"undy tides rise

1 as high as 60 feet and upwards, and with great

I

rai)idity, but t.ake plenty of time to fall. When
I
they enter certain long aiul narrow estuaries a

bore of six feet, and in some ca.ses, even higher,

is formed. This is, however, worth seeing, and

j

worth keeping out of the way of, if you are out

in a boat and don't know how to manage it

;

but a tra\ tiler who has set his heart on a bore

j

of sixty or a hundred feet is apt to be disap-

' pointed.

j

Seven miles beyond Moncton is Painsec

I

Junction, where the tourist changes cars for

SHEDI.VC.

' F.veryone has he.ird of the Shediac oysters,

i those niarvels of fla-.or on the half-shell or in


