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side of our industrial legislation. Both have syiuhronised.

It is f.isy to govern a city in u stuio of siege. It is easy

not to injure imlnsiries in years of pit ,, , and in a land

of abouiiiliiiK ":iti al resources and of almost illiniitaltle

extent still awaitn.g settlement. Mr. Aves jioints this

out, and rightly adds that the tnio test of the vahie of our

industrial le/'islaiion b;is yet to I'C ma<lf. when we enter

a cycle of (.epressiun. The taldes referred tu must never

lie severed fmm fli" ncotii of our history during the

|»criod covered by them.

He sees and vividly api)reciates this aspect of the

prohleni. He concludos his Report with a numher of

luminon> anil profoundly suggestive paragraphs on pp. 124

and 12."), from which, in ilhistration and emphasii, of the

analyses contained in his Report, space will enable me to

<|Uotc only two. He says :

—

Theri' setiu to be at once i^TcM sco] ml need fur the

iiilluencf of fuller knowledge, of tin- wider publicity of con-

ditions lield to l)e to tlic (oninion welfare, and nf appeal to

gentiiiKiit and .sympathy, the whole to be combined with the

power to inipo.se the pressure of move exnctini.; restrictions or

obligations in proven ca«es of u'ross dereliction of .-ocial and

industrial responsibilities. But the lesson of experience does

not ajipear to carry us farther than this on the direct line of

le{,'al fixation of wages.

He approves of the moral, but distrusts, if not condemns,

the economit results.

To a largo extent in this respect Mr. Aves agrees

with the conclusion I have roache<l from the historical

side. At any rate, from the point of view of one who

takes the full jwlitical responsibility for his share in this

work, it is now almost an evident conclusion that there

is not suliicient warrant for the dogmatic assertion of the

Australian Socialist, that industrial conditions lindtcd In-

state control is a panacea everywhere for such of the Social

evils as are attributable to the existence of the wage-earning

.system. On the other han'i. it is eipully clear that some

benefits, rather moral tiu n economic, have followed from


