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DO WE WANT RECIPROCITY?

TF HE menorial, or The Newspaper Publishers' Association of
the United States to the High Commission, now sitting ai

Washington, has caused some commotion. The position taken
by newspapernien is that they object to being squeezed in the

price of paper in order to enable The International Paper Co.
?qpay a dividend upon the fictitious values at which. inferior

and worthless plants were taken int the combine. The
w.emorial asserts that the company raised its prices on news
$.s per ton on its daily output of 1,420 tons, representing an
iecreased tax of $2,300,000 per annum upon tbe newspapers.
Tis latter statement is probably hardly in accordance with
f.icts; as they exist at the present lime, inasmuch as the manila
rnanufacturers are proîesting most vigorously because the corn-
pany, flnding that the supply was in excess of the demand, in
order to redîîce the daily output and maintain prites, shut
down a number of machines and made preparations ta turn
tbeman manilas. As between îht American newspapermen- and

âihe company, the question miust be settled between themselve-

Z'he request of th, newspapermen for a rceciprocal arrangement
;ilh Canada for free paper and free pulp is, however, a question
1f the greatest interest to Canadians. Trhe memorial sets forth
~hat "la reciprocal arrangement with Canada for (tee paper and
ree pulp is advisahle to insure the continuance of the present
~upply of free logs froni Canada. The threatened retaliatory
~xport duty ulion logs to be imposed hy Canada would ulti-
iately (ail upon the news paper consumer. The present con-
.Urption of pulp wood by the pulp and papçr mills of the
United States, including mandla, book and wriîing, is stated,

- pon authority of The Paper Maker, a paper trade journal, at
2,000,000 tords per annuni, which consumpuion requires the
entie stripping of pulp timber on 625 square miles per annuni.
OUr spruce wood supply is limited. %«e, therefore, urge that
he Commission should take advanîage of the± present oppor-

tunity and immediately secure a sufficient suî>ply 0f sprucc
*freed (rom tariff complications. A successful and energetic

-~c nietîtoncanot be maintained within the United States.
~Thro outsîdr milis that do or tan make paper are not equipped
ffor the economical manufacture of news paper. %Ve must look
jo Canada and the foreign countries where ground wood tan
ibe produced at a test O! $7.50 per ton and where news paper

Jcan 'e produced for ic. per IL. Free paper is, therefore, the

only strong and permanent assurance of protection tram this
comnbination."

The most gratifying teature of the memorial 10 Canadians
is the frank confession of Canada's superior natural advantages
as a pulp and paper producing country, and the dependence
of United States milîs upon our spruce logs. And this con-
fession came from an organization constituted, as The American
Ncwspaper Publishers' Association is, of men who, rnm their
positions, are able to speak intelligently and with authority upon
the subject, and including among their numbers many men
whose delight it bas beeni, in the past, 10 amuse themselves in
Iltai-twisting," and whose favorite recreation bans been to en-
lighten their readers with stories of how they intended, some
fine morning, to arise in their might and absorb IlCanady " as a
morning nieal, and, by so doing, ta teach the British a tesson.
The admission receives added force and value coming froni the
quarter it does.

%Vhethet the proposai, if carried out, would be an advantage
to Canada, or otherwise, is a question that may fairly be debated.
Thert is iust a possibility that free trade in paper and pulp may
flot be desirable at the present juncture of affairs in Canada,
and that it would check the rapid development o! the pulp and
paper manufacîuring industry which now gives promise of great
expansion in the next decade. The present activity in the pro-
motion of pulp and paper mills in the Dominion, is largely the
outcome o! the existing conditions under which many wealthy
citizens o! the United States, with the shirewdness characteristic
of the nation, have found it more advantageons t0 invest in
milîs in the Dominion. The renson for doing s0 is flot far ta,
seck. We have the raw material, and recent Provincial legisla-
lion in Ontario bas shown theni that we do not intend to ]et
themn continue getting our spruce ta provide employment for
the workmen of the United States. Quebet now threatens to
follow the example of Ontario, and a material advance in the
price o! spruce logs in the United States is within sight, as a
consequence of the shutting-off oftan unfailing source of supply,
that must, in the end mean, nat only dearer paper ta the
United States consurncr, but it aisu theatens 10 cripple the
United States mills in the extensive export trade which, during
recent years, they have been enabled t0 build up. They recog-
nize that, under such conditions, Canada is more favorably situ-
ated than the United States for the cheap manufacture of papet
British capital is also see!:ing investment in new p'ilp, and paper


